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by Grant Steves 
Dr. Hector Avalos has argued against Intelligent De-
sign’s intrusion into our science curriculum.  As a profes-
sor of religious studies at Iowa State University, Dr. 
Avalos successfully thwarted an attempt by the ID move-
ment to have it taught at the university. Minnesota Athe-
ists have invited Dr. Avalos to speak to us on ID and the 
conflict he participated in. 
     As a professor at Iowa State University, Dr. Avalos 
has been an honored teacher and a recognized scholar.  
His latest endeavor on ID was brought about because of a 
colleague at the university who wanted ID to be included 
in the science curriculum.  Dr. Avalos co-authored a 
statement in 2007 against ID.  About 130 fellow faculty 
members signed this statement.  It is because of this con-
troversy that Dr. Avalos has been invited to speak to 
MNA and their guests on this important controversy.    
     MNA last year were privileged to hear Dr. Avalos 
speak on the subject of his book, The End of Biblical 

Studies.  He has also written the book, Fighting Words: 

The Origin of 

Religious Vio-

lence, and sev-
e r a l  o t h e r 
books and arti-
cles on Biblical 
and religious 
studies.  
     His latest 
presentation on 
ID will be in-
formative and 
en te r ta in ing.  

(Continued on page 3) 

MNA Meeting 
Sunday October 19  
Roseville Library 
Hamline Ave. and 
County Road B 

1:00-1:15 p.m. – Social time.  
1:15-1:45 p.m. – Business Meeting.  
1:45-2:00 p.m. – Break.  
2:00-3:00 p.m. – Presentation. 
3:00-3:30 p.m. – Social Time. 
4:00 -- Panda Garden Buffet 

October Meeting: 

Hector Avalos: Should 
Intelligent Design be 

Taught in Public Schools? 
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By 
“October” 
Berkshire 

 
This year has 
seen changes 
in leadership 
in three major 

national atheist/humanist organiza-
tions.  Ellen Johnson, who had been 
president of American Atheists for the 
past 13 years, was fired by that or-
ganization’s board of directors.  We 
can only speculate as to why this was 
done, but it was an extremely contro-
versial decision.  American Atheists 
lost members because of this.  A new 
president, Ed Buckner, has been hired 
to take her place. 
     The board of directors of the Cen-
ter For Inquiry (CFI) has replaced its 
founder, Paul Kurtz, with a new CEO, 
Ronald A. Lindsay.  Paul Kurtz, who 
is now 82, remains as Chairman of 
CFI.  This transition was also unset-
tling to many people. 
     Finally, Margaret Downey, who 

had been president of Atheist Alliance 
International (AAI) for the past two 
years, decided not to run for reelec-
tion.  Her successor is Stuart 
Bechman, who was elected at the re-
cent AAI convention.  This turnover 
has also caused apprehension in the 
freethought community. 
     These past leaders were all very 
effective, so it is natural to wonder if 
the new leaders will be able to fill 
their shoes.  I think all three organiza-
tions will turn out fine.  The past lead-
ers will be honored, and the new lead-
ers will be supported, because it is vi-
tal that all three organizations suc-
ceed.  The new leaders are each start-
ing with a fresh slate. 
 
     Of these three changings of the 
guard, the only one that was broadly 
democratic was Atheist Alliance In-
ternational. 
     Democracy is a fragile thing, even 
among supposedly enlightened athe-
ists.  There are plenty of atheist 
groups across the country that, while 
democratic on paper, amount to little 

more than fan clubs for a talented or 
charismatic leader.  Other groups 
don’t even make a pretense of democ-
racy. 
     Evolutionarily speaking, this is un-
derstandable.  When any group feels 
it is under attack (as atheists often 
do), it is natural to seek the protection 
of a strong leader first and worry 
about things such as “fairness” and 
“democracy” later. 
     Fortunately, Minnesota Atheists is 
large enough, strong enough, talented 
enough, and sufficiently dedicated to 
the cause to encourage new people to 
become part of our leadership.  Our 
ultimate goal, of course, is to be so 
successful at creating a secular soci-
ety that atheist groups will be unnec-
essary and we can disband.  However, 
before that happens, we leaders who 
have been around a long time are 
planning to make ourselves obsolete.  
We hope to be so successful at nurtur-
ing new, energetic, talented people to 
replace us that we can retire.  Now 
that’s heaven on Earth! 

President’s Column… 

Changes in Atheist Leadership  

Don’t Forget to Vote! 
 

Exercise your civic duty and let your voice be heard as a 
Minnesotan and an atheist by voting this fall.  Election will 
be held on Tuesday November 4, 2008. 
     Registered voters can cast their vote in the nation’s 
fifty-sixth presidential election. Elections are also being 
held for US Senator, US Representatives and various local 
elections. 
     Minnesotans will also be able to vote on the proposed 
Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment to article XI 
of the Minnesota Constitution. 
     For information on how to register to vote, visit http://
www.wikihow.com/Register-to-Vote-in-the-USA. 
     To find where to vote, visit: http://pollfinder.sos.state.
mn.us/ 
     For information on the proposed amendment, visit: 
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/features/amendment.html 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dr. Avalos has said his style of presenting was in-
fluenced by his early Pentecostal training.  His 
doctorate from Harvard University has tempered 
the early Pentecostal tendencies and now has led 
him to atheism.  
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-by James “Slime-rman” 
 

There’s a different definition 
of the word ‘atheism’ for 
every person on the planet, it 
would seem.  Austin Cline, in 
his about.com column, says, 
“There is, unfortunately, some 
disagreement about the defini-
tion of atheism.  It is interest-
ing to note that most of that disagree-
ment comes from theists—atheists 
themselves tend to agree on what 
atheism mean.” 
     Let’s start with the first group 
Cline mentions: theists. 
     According to the Christian Apolo-
getics and Research Ministry, 
“logically, an atheist would be an evo-
lutionist.”  It continues by adding: 
“The bible teaches that all men 
know there is a God.  Therefore, 
[atheists] will be without excuse on 
the Day of Judgment.  Instead, 
atheists willingly suppress the knowl-
edge of God by their unrighteous-
ness.” 
     The HarperCollins Dictionary of 
Religion succinctly states that atheism 
is “a critical stance towards divinity.”  
Meanwhile, the Catholic Encyclope-
dia reports that atheism is “denial of a 
personal God who is totally distinct 
from the world he created… it was 
only logical for the [Second Vatican 
Council] to declare that atheism is one 
of the greatest problems facing man-
kind in the world today.” 
     The Watchtower informs us that 
“the atheist today recoils at the very 
suggestion that there is a god and 
proudly exclaims: ‘I am a witness of 
no god!’”  In the Witnesses’ congre-
gation song book, they sing: “There is 
no god, so shouts the fool.” 
     And, though not really a definition 
per se, on his April 22, 2004 show, 
Rush Limbaugh noted: “if I run into 
anybody that doubts the existence of 
God or creation, all you have to do is 
take them somewhere in the midst of 

nature.” 
     In response to my request 
for definitions of the word 
“atheism,” I received this 
from a man who brands him-
self a Disciple of Christ: “I 
would see Atheism as a be-
lief/faith that there is no 
higher, supreme intelligence, 

or deity known to man—other than 
man himself.  I would see agnostic as 
open to the possibility of such but that 
there is no way of humans really 
knowing for certain.  I would think 
that an agnostic might be open to be-
lieve in ‘god’ but not the god of the 
religions of the world.  Atheists seem 
more committed to their view than ag-
nostics and more likely to proselytize 

about it.” 
     In between theism and atheism, 
there is Chris, a blogger from Ala-
bama, who writes: “only agnostics 
subscribe to an intellectually feasible 
philosophy. Atheists and theists alike 
are all off-base. But the atheists are 
the worst because they don't even 
really know where they stand.” 
      One person emailed contrasting 
agnostics with atheists this way:  
“Agnostics are people who recognize 
that the universe we live in shows no 
evidence for or against an intelligent 
creator; therefore, there is no point in 
worshipping one.  Atheists are people 
who recognize that the universe we 
live in shows no evidence for or 
against an intelligent creator; there-
fore, there is no point in postulating 
one at all.”  
     Other solicited email responses to a 
variety of people asking their thoughts 
on atheism, particularly as it compares 
to agnostism included: 
     “When I think of atheism, I think 
of no belief in God, a higher power, or 

any kind of spirituality.” 
     “[Atheists], based on evidence, 
don’t believe in god.” 
     “[An atheist] does not believe in 
god.  [Agnostics say] show me and I 
will believe.  I’m from Missouri.” 
     “An atheist is someone who be-
lieves that science disproves the exis-
tence of any God or supernatural oc-
currences.” 
     “Put me in the group that defines 
Atheism as not believing in God.  
Both my daughters are Atheists since 
I’ve yet to tell them about God.”  This 
same person also noted that agnostism 
is, in some cases, a strong philosophi-
cal stance as it could be defined as 
mean in g god’s  ex i s tence  i s 
“unknowable at all to anyone ever.”  

     And my wife helpfully offered: 
     “Atheism: immoral godless 
heathens, who take the shape of 
older pipe smoking men with 
beards and grey hair, who "preach" 

their immoral godless ways and try to 
persuade people away from their cher-
ished beliefs.  Agnostic: bumbling idi-
ots who do not know if they are com-
ing or going and are too dimwitted to 
decide if they believe in god or not.” 
     She then rescinded this bit of sar-
casm and added: 
     “But really; Atheism: people who 
don't believe in god.  Agnostic: people 
who think it is impossible to know if 
there is a god or not.” 
     Carl Sagan once wrote: “Atheism 
is more than just the knowledge that 
Gods do not exist and that religion is 
either a mistake or a fraud.  Atheism is 
an attitude, a frame of mind that looks 
at the world objectively, fearlessly, 
always trying to understand all things 
as a part of nature” 
     And, lastly, Wikipedia informs us 
that Atheist is a “death metal band 
from Florida, founded in 1984, whose 
music combined brutal riffs with sub-
tle Latin music arrangements and ele-
ments of jazz.”  Finally, a definition 
everyone can agree upon. 

Atheism: a-the-ism [noun] Part II 

Atheist is a “death metal 
band from Florida” 
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by Steven E. Kahm 
In my work as a patent attorney I run across some very inter-
esting and amusing patents. For example, U.S. patent 
3,936,384 entitled RELIGIOUS SOAP. What makes soap 
“religious” you ask?  
     The abstract of the patent says it is a bar of soap that is em-
bossed with a religious design on one side and a prayer on the 
other side.  
     In order to get a patent, there should be some breakthrough 
in technology that is not obvious, resulting in a useful im-
provement. Apparently the soap with a picture of a cross on 
one side and a prayer on the other side cleans your body, or 
perhaps your soul, better than soap without such embossments. 
The specification of how this works is missing from the patent.  
     Even though the example shown in the patent is with a 
Christian cross on one side, presumably it will work with any 
religious markings.  
     How this patent was ever issued is beyond me, but feel free 
to make and use such soap yourselves as the patent, which is-
sued in 1976, is now part of the public domain.  
 

Rub-A-Dub-Religion 

Secular Softball 
by Keith Lodermeier 
 

This summer I decided to join a soft-
ball team, partly to have fun being 
athletic, partly to force myself to be 
more social and partly just to get out-
side.  I knew right away that I wanted 
the name on my jersey to be 
“ATHEIST.” Unfortunately, our 
coach didn’t know how to spell the 
word despite, as she told me, using 
“spell-check” on her cell-phone, so I 
decided not to wear the illiterate jer-
sey. Another reason I had for not 
wearing it was the sponsor being a 
terrible bar that somehow served 
pizza worse than any frozen variety 
sold at the grocery store. 
     When the fall season approached I 
thought it would be great to have a 
sponsor that I’m proud of as well as a 
correctly spelled name. Naturally, I 
thought of the Minnesota Atheists. 
This fall they were kind and generous 
enough to sponsor my softball team 
in Coon Rapids: THE INFIDELS. We 

used the MNA logo but replaced the 
star with a softball.  The shirts are 
bright pink. 
     When I pitched the idea to the 
Board members, I was upfront with 
our unfavorable record from the sum-
mer season, 1-13. (My team won the 
only game that I missed while I was 
subbing for another team which 
ended up losing. Somehow we still 
made it to the playoffs.) But the point 
was not about winning games. The 
fact that an entire team of suburban 
20-somethings was happy to wear 
shirts that say “Minnesota Atheists” 
was telling of the perception of athe-
ists and the level of religion in the 
lives of average people my age. I am 
the only MNA member, so I was 
somewhat surprised by the accep-
tance when I proposed the sponsor.  
     What I learned, as I had not previ-
ously known most of the people, was 
that religion played no role in any of 
their lives, a few identified as agnos-
tic, and a couple identified as atheist. 
(However, one person is very devoted 
to astrology.) What are the odds of a 

random sample of people from the 
suburbs having no religious inclina-
tions? I know this isn’t exactly ran-
dom, but it’s still surprising.  
    The fall season isn’t over yet and 
we’ve already done 100% better than 
last season; we’ve won two games 
instead of one. I credit the sponsor for 
the improvement. 
    As fun as being on THE INFI-
DELS has been, what I would like to 
see next year is a real Minnesota 
Atheists softball team made up en-
tirely of members. This would draw 
attention to the organization, espe-
cially if we could play with church-
sponsored teams, and it would give us 
the opportunity to work off all the 
food that we eat at Q. Cumbers, the 
Free Thought Picnics, and the count-
less other after event meals. It’s a 
long, long ways away, but get your 
throwing arm ready for next season 
and sign up for some secular softball. 
        (Details for signing up will ap-
pear in a future issue.) 
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Cable Report 
-by Steve 
“Cleave” Petersen 
 

This past Septem-
ber, Dr. Grant Ste-
ves recorded two 
programs with Jack 
Caravela discuss-
ing the book The 

Age of American 

Unreason ,  by 
Susan Jacoby.  The first program was 
an overview of the book.  The second 
was about American unreason today 
and in the future.  We also had a guest 
helper on the crew: Jack’s daughter 
Dianne. 
If you have an idea for a program, 
please contact Grant Steves at: 
achair@mnatheists.org.  If you would 
like to help on the cable program or 
sponsor the program on your cable 

access station please contact me at 
chair@mnatheists.org. 
Cable Crew:  Art Anderson, Brett 
Stembridge, Shirley Moll, Steve Pe-
tersen, George Kane, Grant Herman-
son, James Zimmerman, and Dianne 
Caravela. 
Podcasts: MinnesotaAtheists.org.  
Podcasts are made possible by Grant 
Hermanson. 
Cable Schedule 
Burnsville/Eagan Community Tele-
vision: Channel 14.  Check their web 
site, www.bect.tv, for day and times. 
Sponsor: Kevin Hardisty. 
Bloomington:  Channel 16.  Monday 
9:30 p.m., Tuesday 5:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m..  Sponsors: David and 
Joanne Beardsley. 
Minneapolis:  Channel 17.  Saturday 
8:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Steve Petersen. 
Rochester:  Channel 10.  Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday 7:30 p.m.  
Sponsor: Jim Salutz. 
Roseville, Shoreview, Arden Hills, 
North Oaks, Little Canada, Falcon 
Heights, Lauderdale, Mounds View, 
New Brighton: Channel 14.  Wednes-
day 10:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Steve Peter-
sen. 
St. Cloud:  Channel 12.  Thursday 
8:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Jack Richter. 
Stillwater:  Channel 16.  Tuesday 
7:00 p.m. and Wednesday 9:00 a.m.  
Sponsor: Lee Salisbury. 
South Washington County:  Chan-
nel 14.  Tuesday 7:00 p.m.  Sponsor: 
Raleigh Nelson. 
White Bear Lake, Hugo, Lake 
Elmo, Mahtomedi, Maplewood, 
North St. Paul, Oakdale, Vadnais 
Heights:  Channel 15.  Friday 8:30 p.
m.  Sponsor: Michael Seliga. 

-by August Berkshire 
 

     In the past month we aired pro-
grams 33 to 38 of “Atheists Talk.”  
Mike Haubrich was the host for all of 
these shows.  Those programs were: 
     Aug. 24 – “A Discussion about 
Atheism” with August Berkshire, 
George Kane, and Cynthia Egli. 
     Aug. 31 – “A discussion about Hu-
manism” with Scott Lohman, Ron 
Scribner, and Erica Klein. 
     Sept. 7 – “Visiting the Galapagos 
Islands” with P.Z. Myers, interviewed 
by Lynn Fellman. 
     Sept. 14 – “FFRF’s Upcoming 
Convention in Chicago” with Annie 
Laurie Gaylor, interviewed by Cyn-
thia Egli. 
     Sept. 21 – “Atheist Weddings” 
with Bjorn Watland and Jeannette 
(Sorensen) Watland, interviewed by 
August Berkshire. 
     Sept. 21 – “What’s the Difference 
Between Atheism and Humanism?” 
with August Berkshire and Scott Loh-

man. 
     Sept. 28 – “Physics and the Uni-
verse” with Keith Olive and Jim 
Peebles, interviewed by Lynn Fell-
man.    
     The August 24th and 31st programs 
were broadcast live from the Minne-
sota State Fair.  Steve Petersen did an 
excellent job hustling questions from 
passers-by to enliven our discussion 
of atheism. 
     After the September 7th program, 
P.Z. Myers joined us at Q.Cumbers 
restaurant.  The gathering had been 
advertised by Myers on his science 
blog Pharyngula and about 30 
people showed up. 
     Our radio program costs us 
$18,200 annually.  There are 
three months left in our current 
contract.  Please consider making 
a special donation to help keep us 
going.  You can send a check 
(with “Radio Fund” in the memo 
line) to Minnesota Atheists, P.O. 
Box 6261, Minneapolis, MN 

55406 or make a dedicated donation 
with PayPal or a credit card on our 
website (MinnesotaAtheists.org). 
     Also, don’t forget to support our 
sponsors who support our radio show 
with their advertising: the American 
H u m a n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(americanhumanist.org), the Human-
ists of Minnesota (humanistsofmn.
org), the Secular Coalition for 
America (secular.org), and Q.
Cumbers  restaurant in Edina 
(qcumbers.com).  The organizations 
are excellent and the restaurant has 
great food! 

“Atheists Talk” Radio report 

Below: At the State Fair. 
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A Prayer For 
The Dying? 

-by Vic “Trick” Tanner 
A recent survey by the American 
Medical Association revealed that over 
50% of Americans polled believe that 
divine intervention can revive termi-
nally ill patients. And this is after a 
large scale scientific study, the STEP 

(Study of the Therapeutic Effects of intercessory Prayer) 
study chronicling the recovery of patients from bypass sur-
gery, had rather conclusively disproved the effectiveness 
of prayer in medical recovery*. So, it seems that despite 
the level of medical knowledge available, people still cling 
to the belief in the power of prayer when it comes to death 
and healing. 
     Bertrand Russell once said, “It is not rational argu-
ments, but emotions, that cause belief in a future life. The 
most important of these emotions is fear of death.”  
     As our entire nation saw during the lingering battle over 
Terri Schiavo, this is very true. People have an exception-
ally hard time coming to terms with death, particularly the 
death of a loved one. Is it fear of death or the refusal to ac-
cept death that causes religious thought?   
     But in the cases of the terminally ill patients, why 
would a recovery be dubbed a "miracle"? In order for it to 

be a "miracle," we would have to know that the patient’s 
recovery was indeed impossible in an absolutist sense. 
That would make their recovery a defiance of the laws of 
nature. However, we have no way of knowing if the pa-
tient’s recovery would have been impossible. All we have 
are opinions, opinions from human beings. 
     Doctors are experts, but they are humans nevertheless. 
Doctors often use expressions such as, "It was a miracle 
that they survived" or "They shouldn't be alive today." But 
does that prognosis make the outcome  absolutism?  Of 
course it doesn't.  Doctors can be and have been wrong in 
their conclusions.  If the doctor's opinion is to be taken as 
irrefutable, then the doctor would have to be elevated to 
the level of a god for his ability to forecast the future and 
then immediately shot back down to the level of man for 
his inability to provide a cure. 
     As much as I would like more studies like STEP to be 
done to prove the ineffectiveness of prayer once and for 
all, I do not think that they would do any good. The truly 
religious would still come to the conclusion that prayer 
works despite any scientific evidence pointing to the con-
trary. And since the STEP study cost 2.4 million dollars to 
conduct, I would rather the money go towards real medical 
research that may result in medical "miracles" of the fu-
ture. 
*See http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16569567 for 
more information. 

Recovered Gospel 
Fragment Disputed 

-by Keith  
"Grammar 

Ghoul" 
Lodermeier 

 

The classics de-
partment at Cor-
nell University 
has teamed up 
with their physics 
department in or-
der to reconstruct 

what had been thought to be an en-
tirely indecipherable ancient scroll. 
With the aid of the new technique of 
“fluorescent nano-scoping” in recon-
structing severely damaged ancient 
texts, a very small amount of Hebrew 
has been, perhaps fittingly, resurrected 
from oblivion. But despite the brevity 
of the text, this fragment has received 
considerable attention lately by the 
likes of archeologists, communities of 

the devout, and of course skeptics. 
The age and origin of the docu-

ment has been considered confirmed 
for nearly 70 years to be that of 
Christ’s and has thus been safe-
guarded for possible recovery should 
such a technological advancement 
take place. Much anticipation fol-
lowed when fluorescent nano-scoping, 
a marriage of x-ray- and nano-
technology, came to fruition and 
proved successful on other recovery 
projects. 

What the team of Cornell scholars 
has discovered is the account of a pre-
viously undocumented miracle per-
formed by Christ. According to the 
prompt English translation, upon re-
quest, Christ would mysteriously re-
move the tip of his thumb in plain 
sight of gathered crowds, hold the sev-
ered digit up, calmly reattach it, and 
wiggle the thumb just to prove that it 
was truly a miracle. 

Because of the wide interest in the 
recovery project, Jesus has shown po-

tential for reclaiming his level of 
popularity from the Beatles by having 
his scroll translated into 87 languages 
to date and rising; this barely a month 
from the time of its release.  

The accuracy of the various trans-
lations has, perhaps predictably, been 
disputed as, for example, the Finnish 
translation describes not a thumb re-
moval but a pinky; the Japanese ver-
sion has a thumb removal but not a 
reattachment; in romantic French fash-
ion, Jesus removes an altogether dif-
ferent organ in private; in the Hindu 
translation, Jesus is blue and has 8 
arms; and of course, the church of Sci-
entology has commissioned their own 
translation which has Tom Cruise in 
place of Jesus and saving the world in 
place of the thumb removal. Also, the 
original English translation has al-
ready been subjected to dozens of in-
terpretations such as The New Stan-
dard Fragment; Holy Scrap ; the Liv-
ing Thumb; Jesus’ Tricks; and befud-
dling, the New King James Fragment. 
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-by “October” Berkshire 
 

Though small in number, 
the three Minnesota Athe-
ists members who attended 
the recent Atheist Alliance 
International (AAI) con-
vention in Long Beach, 
California made a big im-
pact.  Here are some high-
lights: 
 

     P.Z. Myers, a biologist from the 
University of Minnesota at Morris, 
probably better known for his sci-
ence blog Pharyngula, was one of the 
main speakers.  His topic was 
“Science as an Instrument of 
Change.”   
     P.Z. related how, as a young boy, 
he kept his Lutheranism and his in-
terest in science separate in his mind.  
Then came the day in 1968 when 
Apollo astronauts, aloft in outer 
space, read a passage from Genesis 
about how “God” created the uni-
verse.  That juxtaposition of science 
with religion eventually led to his 
atheism. 
     P.Z. told the AAI audience how 
religious “explanations” for the natu-
ral world pale in comparison in accu-
racy, beauty, wonder, and awe to the 
naturalistic answers scientists are 
discovering. 
 

     You may have noticed that my 
partner, Rachel Wilson, has been 

growing her hair quite long 
this past year.  This was so 
she could donate ten inches 
of it to “Locks of Love,” 
an organization that col-
lects hair to be made into 
wigs for cancer survivors.  
Rachel said that she will 
do this on a regular basis 
from now on, donating her 

hair at an AAI convention or locally. 
     A few weeks before the conven-
tion, Rachel received a call from 
Margaret Downey, president of AAI, 
asking if she would step in to be the 
maid of honor at a secular wedding 
that was to take place at the conven-
tion.  It seems the intended maid of 
honor had backed out and they 
needed someone who was arriving 
early to take her place.  Rachel 
agreed and participated in a beautiful 
secular wedding ceremony.     
      
At the convention, I gave a work-
shop on “Catching a Wave: Starting 
Your Own Atheist Radio Show.”  I 
detailed the step-by-step process we 
went through to start our “Atheists 
Talk” radio program in hopes that 
we might inspire others to do so.   
     At the convention I had the honor 
of representing not only Minnesota 
Atheists but the Nigerian Humanist 
Movement as well.  When they won 
the AAI Community Cooperation 

Award I delivered an accep-
tance speech they had pre-
pared.  I also presented the 
AAI Freidenker Award to the 
Humanist Association of Can-
ada.  (Minnesota Atheists won 
this award in 2004.) 
     I was also elected vice 
president of AAI, a post I have 
held in the past.  In my accep-
tance speech, I assured the 
AAI members that I had for-
eign policy experience by vir-
tue of the fact that Minnesota 
borders Canada.  As vice-

president, I have once again joined 
the AAI Council, which serves as the 
group’s executive board.  Stuart 
Bechman of Atheists United in Los 
Angeles was elected the new presi-
dent of AAI.  We look forward to 
working together, with the AAI 
Council, and the AAI Board to help 
AAI grow and have a greater impact 
in the world. 
 

     Even a Minnesota Atheists mem-
ber not in attendance was there in 
spirit.  Dozens of “Secular Values 
Voter” buttons made by Bjorn Wat-
land were available for free at the 
Secular Coalition for America booth. 
     

     The AAI convention took place 
Sept. 25-28 aboard the dry-docked 
ship The Queen Mary, which is now 
a hotel.  The theme was “Unsinkable 
Atheism.”  Next year’s convention 
will take place near the end of Sep-
tember in either Boulder or Denver, 
Colorado.  If you have ideas for who 
or what you would like to see at the 
convention, please send them to me 
at vicepresident@atheistalliance.org. 

Report from the Atheist Alliance International Convention 

Bjorn Watland’s "Secular Values Voter" 
buttons. 

Rachel Wilson (at the wedding) before… and after. 
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Above:  Members of Minnesota Atheists (MNA) joined forces with the La Crosse Area Freethought Society (LCAFS) of Wisconsin to 
staff a booth at the La Crosse Gay Pride Festival on August 23, 2008.  Minnesota Atheists had booths at five gay pride events and 
marched in two gay pride parades this past summer.  From left: Hank Zumach (LCAFS), Eric Barnes (LCAFS), Robin Anderson 
(MNA), and Rachel Wilson (MNA).  
 

Below:  On Sept. 13, members of Minnesota Atheists joined with students from Campus Atheists and Agnostics (of Minnesota State 
University, Mankato) to march in the Mankato Gay Pride Parade and staff a booth at the festival.                          Photos by August Berkshire 

LaCrosse and Mankato Gay Pride Festivals 
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-by Greg “Pumpkin” Peterson 
 

Dead leaves on the lawn.  At the end 
of the month, zombies, skeletons and 
ghosts show up on our doorsteps.  Yes, 
October is a perfect month for me-

mento mori, the Latin phrase meaning 
“remembering that you are mortal.” 
     Immortality is one of religion’s 
great marketing success stories, and 
death remains one of atheism’s least 

attractive realities.  Many atheists have expressed fear or 
sadness about dying.  Atheist film auteur Woody Allen ex-
presses it with typical wry wit: “I don’t want to be immor-
tal through my work; I want to be immortal by not dying.”  
In another quip, he added that he was not afraid of death—
he just “didn’t want to be there when it happened.” 
     Of course, the atheist position is that you won’t be there 
for death. As Epicurus said, 
"Death is nothing to us, since 
when we are, death has not 
come, and when death has 
come, we are not." This is fine 
from the perspective of already 
being dead, but while we’re yet alive, that sentiment might 
not provide as much comfort as Epicurus hoped. 
     Atheist poet Philip Larkin says in his magisterial poem 
“Aubade” that fear of death and dying, of the "total empti-
ness forever/the sure extinction that we travel to," leaves us 
with a "special way of being afraid." He continues: 
 

No trick dispels. Religion used to try,  
That vast, moth-eaten musical brocade  

Created to pretend we never die,  
And specious stuff that says No rational being  

Can fear a thing it will not feel, not seeing  
That this is what we fear - no sight, no sound,  

No touch or taste or smell, nothing to think with,  
Nothing to love or link with,  

The anesthetic from which none come round. 
 

     So just how afraid of death should the atheist be?  Well, 
to the extent that such fear might motivate one to stop 
smoking or wear a seatbelt, it can be healthy.  Rational 
caution helps ensure one has more time to spend on pro-
jects and with loved ones. 
     To the extent that a fear of death is all-intrusive, reach-
ing a bony hand back from an unknowable future to a po-
tentially vibrant present, it is a pickpocket.  Even the reli-
gious are far from immune to the creeping theft of life that 
an excessive fear of death can commit.  The famously de-
vout author Samuel Johnson, whose Christian morality 

permeates his writing, is also infamous for his death pho-
bia.  Some think that he suffered from mental or neurologi-
cal problems that exacerbated his terror, but at the root of 
that terror was a religious doctrine that left Johnson feeling 
liable to eternal hellfire no matter how pious he tried to be. 
     By contrast, the philosopher David Hume's good-
humored and equanimous approach to death (on his 
deathbed!) unnerved believers who knew Hume as a noto-
rious "infidel" who publicly disparaged the notion of an 
afterlife. 
     The point is, religious belief is no guarantee of a "good 
death," and it is entirely possible to die calmly and with 
dignity in full view of the void.  Perhaps temperament is 
more of a factor than belief systems.  Regardless of tem-
perament, the atheist can remind herself that there are 
things, true things, that make death less scary.  Despite 
Larkin's poem, I really don't think there's a reason to fear 

something I won't experience. 
As one person put it, if im-
mortality is defined as “never 
experiencing death,” then the 
atheist is, from a first-person 
viewpoint, functionally im-
mortal. 

     And Philip Pullman, taking full advantage of the poetic 
license issued to fantasy writers, makes death a rather 
pretty thing in The Amber Spyglass, the third in the His 

Dark Materials trilogy:  “When you go out of [an imag-
ined place of death], all the articles that make you up will 
loosen and float apart...You'll drift apart, it's true, but you'll 
be out in the open, part of everything alive again.” 
     A rational curmudgeon can promptly point out that 
“you” will not exist once “out in the open” like that, but as 
a lovely way of viewing our eventual, inevitable dissolu-
tion, it has artistic merit and emotional resonance. 
     A final thought: often the death we fear most is not our 
own, but that of those we love.  Most of us have, or will, 
experience such loss, and one of the best things we can do 
is to work to avoid regret.  I enjoy how Wayne Coyne, the 
atheist lyricist and frontman for the rock band The Flaming 
Lips, puts it in the song, “Do You Realize??”  After stating 
the obvious—that everyone we know will die someday—
the song recommends that we “realize that life goes fast,” 
and that instead of “saying all of [our] goodbyes,” we sim-
ply recognize that everything is part of a natural cy-
cle.  “The sun doesn't go down/It's just an illusion caused 
by the world spinning round,” and it's “hard to make the 
good things last.”  The song implies we should accept na-
ture and natural grief.  But the most significant line, re-
peated hauntingly, is the question, “Do you realize/You 

(Continued on page 11) 

Halloween: Death Comes Knocking 

October is a perfect month for memento 

mori, the Latin phrase meaning 
“remembering that you are mortal.” 
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(Continued from page 10) 

h a v e  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i f u l 
face?”  “Have,” in the present.  Ex-
pressing that level of appreciation to a 
child, a partner, a parent, or friend, can 
certainly prevent one kind of regret 
some people feel when a loved one 
dies.  It goes without saying that it 

makes the here and now richer, as 
well. 
     We evolved to come to an end 
and to make way for what's next. 
Death is one of the forces that brought 
us here (after all, natural selection de-
pends on death), so who are we to dis-
dain it utterly?  It can give us a shiver, 

a sad moment.  But when the skeletons 
and ghosts and zombies show up on 
our doorsteps, we might take a second 
to contemplate how dreary a life un-
framed by any conclusion might be-
come and what value, urgency, and 
vibrancy knowing our life must end 
can bring to the quality of our lives. 

by Bob Schmitz and Steve Petersen 
 
Minnesota Atheists and the Human-
ists of Minnesota have formed a joint 
committee called First Amendment 
Watchdogs. Our task is to identify 1st 
Amendment violations, inform our 
memberships and work on solutions. 
Right now each of us has a chance to 
impact the legislative process without 
leaving our homes. It is election sea-
son and there are political candidates 
knocking on our doors. Consider 
keeping the following notes close and 
quiz them before offering support. Do 
not assume that they understand the 
importance of church-state separation 
issues. One of our members recently 
asked a candidate where he stood on 
church-state separation. After a mo-
ment of reflection, the candidate re-
plied that there is no separation, of-
fering our member a teachable mo-
ment. We can let our legislators know 
that we will be tracking their votes on 
these most important issues. 
     POSITIVE ALTERNATIVES: 
Provides state tax dollars ($2.3 mil-
lion) for anti-choice reproductive ser-
vices. These are pregnancy counsel-
ing centers that are not full service 
clinics but rather pro-life agencies 
supported by religious organizations 
interested in removing choice from 
reproductive medicine. This program 
must be killed in the legislature. It 
was sponsored by Michele Bachmann 
when she was still a state senator and 
has been renewed every session since 
by the legislature. Planned Parent-
hood also receives some state fund-

ing, but they do offer comprehensive 
reproductive medical services. To 
maintain favor with the religious 
right, the Governor supports Positive 
Alternatives. 
      SEX EDUCATION: Under cur-
rent law, school districts are allowed 
to teach abstinence only sex educa-
tion. Each district is permitted to de-
velop their own curriculum for sex 
education and some are teaching ab-
stinence only. We should know what 
kind of sex education is being offered 
in our respective school districts, and 
let our legislators know that they 
must change the law to require state-
wide comprehensive sex education. 
Abstinence only programs have been 
a failure and put our young in danger. 
Senator Wiger of the Senate Educa-
tion Committee supports comprehen-
sive sex education but tells us that 
Governor Pawlenty will veto such a 
bill due to pressure from the religious 
right. Let the Governor and your leg-
islator know that you do not approve 
of sex education based solely on reli-
gious dogma, which endangers the 
health of our young people. 
     CHARTER SCHOOLS: Our 
committee discovered that the law 
covering charter schools is vague and 
lends itself to abuse in several ways. 
Our concern is the merging of relig-
ion with public education, a misuse of 
our tax dollar and violation of the 
First Amendment. The most visible in 
recent months has been the Arabic 
language school, TiZA, with a major-
ity Muslim student body. However, 
our committee found this may not be 

the only problem. There are Christian 
oriented charter schools that also 
have issues. The difference in attitude 
seems to be between majority relig-
ions versus less popular religions. We 
know that Catholic schools have been 
converted to Charter Schools present-
ing questionable separation concerns. 
The Quakers also have a Charter 
School in South Minneapolis, but no 
attention has been given to them in 
the press. If you become aware of 
other examples of Charter Schools 
that may be violating the separation 
provisions of the law, let us know. 
We understand that ACLU-MN has 
an interest in Charter Schools and our 
committee will be consulting with 
them.  
     POLITICAL PREACHING: 
Churches continue to get caught en-
dorsing political candidates from the 
pulpit. These are violations of IRS 
rules for tax purposes. We are held to 
similar rules. If you see a violation, 
please record or document the event 
as best as you can, get copies of the 
promotional materials and send them 
to us or bring it to the public attention 
through the press. The Rev. Mac 
Hammond, who supported Michele 
Bachmann from his pulpit, has come 
under intense scrutiny by the IRS and 
has had to sell one of his airplanes.  
     These are a few of the issues the 
committee has been following. If you 
have concerns, information that might 
be helpful, or if you have questions, 
call Bob Schmitz at 651-735-1468 or 
Steve Peterson at 651-484-9277.  

First Amendment Watchdog Committee 
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The impact power of a book is its 
ability to reach those who influence 
thinking in our society and encourage 
others to take on the challenge of 
reading it.  Did Man Create God is 
such a book.  The title raises a ques-
tion many struggle with, whether they 
are theist or atheist.  Dr. Comings is a 
physician, neuroscientist, behavioral, 
and molecular geneticist.  His qualifi-
cations allow him to look at and syn-
thesize the vast research in these areas 
of science.  After over 625 pages, he 
brings us to a conclusion based upon 
evidence and reasoning. 
     He discusses evolution and Intelli-
gence Design in Part I and II.  As a 
scientist, he argues from the evidence 
the strength of the theory of evolution.  
He does not dismiss ID lightly but de-
constructs it piece by piece.  When he 
finishes his analysis, he has strength-
ened the argument for evolution, and 
he has shown the need to dismiss ID. 
     Part III explores the most recent 
arguments in cosmology.  It presents 
clearly the arguments from physics 
that argue for a non-theistic position 
in the beginning of all things.  Com-
ings’ aim was to review the science of 
cosmology and discuss “the implica-
tions of these subjects for theology, 
religion…, [and] the conflict between 
our rational and spiritual brain.” 
     In Part IV, he applies his knowl-
edge of neuroscience to reason and 
spirituality.  Synthesizing a vast 
amount of research, Comings clarifies 
how the brain functions.  He examines 
the rational side of the brain's influ-
ences on our behavior. 
     It is, however, his research on the 
spiritual brain that creates contro-

versy.  From the accumulation of evi-
dence, he concludes that the brain cre-
ates the so-called spiritual experience.  
     People have come to believe that 
prayer as a spiritual activity actually 
works.  However, research proves that 
intercessory prayer does not work.  To 
the contrary, the evidence proves peo-
ple who know about the intercessory 
prayers are more apt to suffer nega-
tive results.  The only time prayer has 
a positive effect is when it is person-
ally done, and this is explained by the 
placebo effect.  For the atheist it is a 
question of whether they want to or 
can take advantage of this effect. 
     A spiritual connection connotes a 
soul.  However, Comings presents the 
evidence that a soul does not exist, 
which leads to the conclusion that a 
spiritual realm of souls cannot exist.  
Our brain has evolved so that we ex-
perience brain activity that presents 
itself as a spiritual experience.  Indi-
viduals with a rare 4-H syndrome pre-
sent a hyperreligious, hypo sexuality, 
humorlessness, and hypergraphia.  
Their attention is drawn to the phi-
losophical and religious and may 
manifest itself in writing about these 
topics.  They may have temporal lobe 
epilepsy.  This and other abnormal 
brain activities may result in spiritual 
manifestations.  We might speculate 
on it playing a major role in the reli-
gious conversions of many historical 
figures (Paul, Joan of Arc, Moham-
med) and in the lives of some deeply 
religious people.  Comings references 
the neuroscientist, V. Ramachandran, 
who refers to the left temporal lobe as 
“The God Module.”  It is thought by 
scientists that this maybe the origin of 

god.  Religious zealots might argue 
that it is part of the brain that god uses 
to manifest herself to us.  We can ana-
lyze brain activity in people who ex-
press a good experience and conclude 
that this is simply brain activity cre-
ated by neural stimulus.  The stimuli 
come not from god but from their own 
neural activity.  The temporal lobe's 
emotional memory system often fails 
to distinguish between real, external 
events, and non-real, internally gener-
ated experiences.  It is a characteristic 
of the “spiritual,” non-rational brain, 
to strongly believe in something and 
have faith in something even when 
the rational brain realized that this is 
unreasonable. 
     If you are not convinced by neural 
science, perhaps Part V on genetics 
will change your mind.  Comings 
concludes by raising the point some 
people inherit a need or a propensity 
for certain behaviors and religion.  
     Part VI suggests natural selection 
has been involved in the influence of 
evolution on intelligence and spiritu-
ality. 
     Part VII describes various religions 
and the activities in which they en-
gage.  The type of religion has influ-
ence on the way we react to life's 
challenge.  The question is: “how 
aware are you of how your religion 
affects you at your most basic func-
tioning level?” 
     In the last Part, Comings addresses 
the book's title.  Within this summary, 
he pulls together the chapters, reason-
ing, and evidence and gives a conclu-
sion that syntheses this point of view. 

                                                                                                           !"##$%&'()*"#(&+$(,+-.(
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((((((Review of Did Man Create God? 
                                                               Did Man Create God? 

                                                               by David E. Comings, M.D. 
                                                               Hope Press, 694 pages 
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by George “Cain”  
 

Minnesota Atheists enjoys a 
tax exemption as a not-for-
profit educational organiza-
tion.  This tax exemption for-
bids us to engage in electoral 
politics by endorsing candi-
dates or a political party.  We 
may, however, advocate for 
issues, such as first amendment pro-
tections, within our expressive and 
educational mission.  We are always 
conscious of the line of impermissible 
advocacy defined by our tax exemp-
tion and are careful not to cross it.  
Before I wrote my column in the Au-
gust issue on the plans by one of the 
presidential candidates to expand the 
grant funding of social programs con-
ducted by religious groups, I dis-
cussed it with other members of the 
Board and forewarned one of the edi-
tors that he might want to run it past 
the Editorial Committee.  I know that 
other organizations advocating for 
separation of church and state, such as 
the Freedom from Religion Founda-
tion and Americans United for Sepa-
ration of Church and State are also 
meticulously careful.  We recognize 
that our tax exemption is conferred in 
the public interest, rather than partisan 
interest. 
     But this year there is an organized 
movement by the Religious Right to 
violate this IRS restriction in a power 
play designed to eliminate it.  A group 
of well-known Christian pastors have 
formed The Free Exercise Thereof 

Project and called for a day of civil 
disobedience in churches across the 
nation on September 28, that they call 
Pulpit Freedom Day.  They believe 
that they can get the restriction on 
electoral advocacy rescinded if they 
can get a case to the Roberts Supreme 
Court. 
     The Free Exercise Thereof Project 

sent out an e-mail to evangeli-
cal pastors urging them to en-
dorse candidates and deliver 
partisan sermons across the 
nation on that day.  The e-mail, 
signed by 15 Religious Right 
leaders, including WallBuild-
ers President David Barton, 
American Values President 
Gary Bauer, Family Research 

Council President Tony Perkins, Alli-
ance Defense Fund President Alan 
Sears, American Family Association 
President Don Wildmon, and other 
leading evangelists referred pastors to 
an analysis of tax exemption law on 
the web site of the Alliance Defense 
Fund, www.alliancedefensefund.org.  
The legal advice there was so differ-
ent from the explanations on the IRS 
web site that several ex-IRS officials 
filed formal complaints against Alli-
ance Defense Fund lawyers for en-
couraging others to violate the law.  
Several appalled Ohio church leaders 
asked the IRS to review the fund's 
own tax-exempt designation. 
     Americans United launched a new 
web site to educate religious leaders 
by correcting disinformation from the 
ADF about the legal limits to the role 
of religion in politics.  The Project 

Fair Play web site, http://www.
projectfairplay.org/, provides pastors 
with explanations of federal tax law 
provisions that ban politics from the 
pulpit. 
     A clergyman delivering a sermon 
enjoys a unique position of respect 
and influence.  His audience comes in 
express humility, in search of guid-
ance for the conduct of their lives.  He 
enjoys their reverence and submission 
in reflected glory of their god and his 
church.  No one can deliver an elec-
toral message more immunized from 
criticism to an audience more predis-
posed to religious fervor.  If this 
scheme by Christian conservatives 
were to work, it would open the gates 
to political advocacy by liberal 
churches and perhaps also by secular 
501(c)3 organizations such as Minne-
sota Atheists; but the line separating 
church and state will be obliterated. 
     If you know of a violation by a 
priest, minister, or pastor who en-
dorses a candidate during his sermon, 
you can report it to Americans United 
at http://projectfairplay.org/report. 
Please indicate if you have supporting 
documentation such as photos, stories 
from newspapers, church bulletins, 
audio, or video recordings. 

The Free Exercise Thereof Project Launches an 
Assault on IRS Restriction on Electoral Advocacy 

Above: On September 7th Atheists Talk interviewed P.Z. Meyers about visiting the Galapa-
gos Islands.  From left: host Mike Haubrich, P.Z. Myers, and interviewer Lynn Fellman.  
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Across                                            
1. In the Hindu Trimurti, he's the De-
stroyer                                           
         
3. King of the gods...and planets   
                                                       
7. Arabic word for god                  
                                                
8. Roman goddess of agriculture, or a 
rather large asteroid                      
         
11. The feathered serpent creator god 
of the Aztecs                                 
         
12. Ethiopian emperor and Rasta-
farian god, Haile _________         
                        
14. Egyptian goddess of the sky; or a 
hazel or pecan, for instance           
                        
15. Hindu goddess who prefers travel-
ing by feline                                  
         
19. Lakota's great spirit, Waken 
_____                                            
                
20. Venus, to the 
Greeks                    
                               
                
23. Goddess whose 
models include the 
Astra, Aura and Vue
                               
         
25. Zeus and Hera's 
son, the god of 
bloodlust                 
                                
26. Egyptian goddess 
whose tears annually 
flooded Nile           
                                
29. Blue-skinned 
Hindu deity, fond of 
flutes                      
                                
30. Goat-legged 
Greek god, or a 

cooking necessity                          
                 
31. Ninth largest moon in the solar 
system                                           
                                                
Down                                             
2. Roman god of fire, or Spock's 
home world                                   
                 
3. Makes a great expletive            
                                                       
4. Neptune, or a capsized luxury liner
                                                      
         
5. The god in "Daniel," "Elisha" and 
"Israel," among others                   
                 
6. Ancient Semitic title for various 
deities                                             
9. Incorrect, but popular spelling of 
ancient Hebrew deity                    
         
10. Falcon-headed Egyptian sun god
                                                      
         
13. The Creator, to a Zoroaster (two 

words)                                            
         
16. Norse god of thunder               
                                                        
17. Norse goddess of love, beauty and 
fertility                                           
         
18. Elephant-headed member of the 
Hindu pantheon                              
                 
21. Babylonian goddess of love, or a 
1987 Warren Beatty film               
                        
22. Along with Brahma and Shiva, 
he's part of the great Hindu trinity 
                        
24. Greek goddess of victory whose 
modern slogan is "just do it"          
                        
27. Sikhism's ultimate reality: __ On-
kar Nam                                         
         
28. Hindu god ___ Mahavir, or half of 
an Asian nation's name   
 

Answers on Page 18. 

Deities Crossword Puzzle 
The venerated (and mostly fictional) beings who form the answers to this puzzle have been or currently are being 
worshipped by real people.  And unless you believe in them all, you're well on your way to being an atheist. 
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Building Fund:                  $1,309.05 
Jim Barri                                    $6.67  
Erik Englebretson                   $200.00  
Dorothy French                      $250.00  
Guy Harper                               $15.00  
Brian Knoblock                      $321.23  
James Koran                             $25.00  
Christopher Matthews              $50.00  
Melinda McGowan                    $4.17  
Steve Petersen                          $25.00  
Cathy Prody                               $6.67  
Tom and Jean Riddering         $50.00  
Brett Welch                              $13.34  
James Whitney                         $50.00  
Vern Young                            $100.00  
Anonymous                              $20.00  
Miscellaneous                         $171.97 
 
Radio Fund:                          $901.14    
Jim Barri                                    $6.67  
Matthew Dittloff                     $25.00  

Jim Hartmann                        $50.00  
Mike Haubrich                      $15.00  
Elliott James                          $50.00  
Melinda McGowan                  $4.16  
Steve Petersen                        $25.00  
Cathy Prody                             $6.67  
Jerry Rauser                           $13.34  
Tom and Jean Riddering       $50.00  
Rachel Wilson                       $13.34  
James Whitney                      $14.55  
Vern Young                         $400.00  
Miscellaneous                      $227.41  
 
General Fund:                   $252.90   
Steve Petersen                        $25.00  
Tom and Jean Riddering       $50.00  
Joel Rudin                             $15.00  
Jim Salutz                              $50.00  
James Smith                          $65.00  
Bjorn Watland                       $25.00  
Miscellaneous                        $22.90 

Freethought Cryptogram 
 
DP DG OM VTNTPDA PVOP YOSTG PVT IDNT, MLP GVT CVDAV UQNMG DM’P. 
 
 

ZOQKDMO, DM CDKKDOY GVOSTGZTONT’G "CDMPTN’G POKT" 

 
 

Answer on page 18. 

!"#$%&'()&*+#,-&.+/%&0-&1"-2&'()3&

45%+6%&7%8%89%:&;6&
 

If you are making or revising your will or naming a beneficiary for 
your insurance policy, bank account, or IRA, please remember 
us.  Our legal name is "Minnesota Atheists."  Property or money 
may be bequeathed to Minnesota Atheists by means of a legally 
executed will, or Minnesota Atheists may be named as a beneficiary 
of a trust agreement. A trust benefiting a non-profit organization 
may provide certain tax advantages.  Working together we can se-
cure the future of atheism in Minnesota. 
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A Dialogue on 
Atheism and Humanism 
-by Grant Steves 
 
The first fall meeting of Minnesota Atheists was held on 
September 21 at the Ridgedale Library.  Approximately 
fifty people attended the meeting.  Because of the topic: 
“What we mean by humanism and atheism, and what are 
the problems in using these terms?,” we had some of the 
humanist community in attendance. 
     The moderator, Grant Steves, opened the dialogue by 
asking each panelist to state their definitions.  Paul Hef-
fron and Matt Labo opened with definitions of human-
ism.  This was followed by Jeannette Sorensen and 
George Kane defining the term atheism. 
     Paul Heffron strongly endorsed the traditional term of 
free thinkers to describe atheists with a less negative 

term.  But both humanists agreed that the underlying 
term atheism was involved in the other terms used, e.g., 
skeptic, humanist, and freethinker. 
     Jeannette defined atheism in a positive manner by en-
dorsing a position that would stand on the traditional 
definition of atheism as a statement that gods do not ex-
ist, but she endorsed a need for a less negative and more 
positive attitude toward religious groups to reach a dia-
logue with them.  George Kane seemed to define atheism 
more strongly but not as conciliatory toward religion as 
Jeannette’s position. 
     The last half of the program was open to questions 
from the audience.  This was done by having audience 
members write their questions down.  In the remaining 
thirty minutes twenty questions were asked and re-
sponded to.  The result was a participation interaction by 
both represented sides.  
     The purpose of the meeting to define and discuss was 
met.  It allowed for participation without chaos.  We 
were left with the question: “Are we defined more by 
what we are against or what we are for?” 

Below from left: panelists George Kane, Jeannette Sorensen, 
Grant Steves,  Paul Heffron,  Matt Labo. 

The Sunday breakfast social at Q. Cumbers Restaurant  
in Edina is the perfect way to start your Sunday while 
your neighbors are in church.  The food and fun starts 
at 10:30.  See details on page 19 and don’t forget to 
bring your AWE for a a $2 discount. 
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by Vic Tanner 
In 325AD, the Council of Nicea met 
to discuss the nature of Jesus. There 
hasn't been agreement since. The 
council of Nicea debated whether 
Jesus was made of the same or simi-
lar "substance" as God. That's right: 
they debated on whether a person 
they never met was composed of the 
same substance as a being they had 
no proof of (and we're supposed to 
respect religion). 
     Analyzing the nature of Jesus 
(Christology) is a tricky bit of theol-
ogy, and it's not a field of study that 
will come to a conclusion anytime 
soon. As it turns out Jesus can be 
fully human, fully divine, both, and 
everything in between. Like so many 
themed Barbie and Ken dolls, you 
can take all your Jesuses and line 
them up on a shelf. But, be careful, if 
you take them out of their original 
package, they lose their collector 
value. Here are some of the Jesuses 
 you can collect: 
     -Adopted Jesus: Adoptionism 
teaches that Jesus was a regular old 
guy. That is, until, like a messianic 
Webster, he won Yahweh's heart and 
was adopted as his son, either during 
his baptism, or at his death. 
     -The “I've Got a Secret” Jesus: 
Popular amongst the earliest Chris-
tians, Gnosticism is the passing on of 
special spiritual knowledge usually 
through visions or revelations.  
     -The “I Ain't Got Nobody” Jesus: 
From the Greek for “to seem,” Do-
cetism teaches that Jesus was fully 
divine and that all appearance of Je-
sus' humanity was merely an illu-
sion.  Think of this as the antithesis 
of the Betsy Wetsy Jesus. No embar-
rassing messes! 

     -Trinitarian Jesus: Like Man-E-
Faces of the Masters of the Universe 
collection, Jesus can be part of a 
triad of infinite confusion. That's 
three persons sharing a divine nature. 
And one of those persons has a sec-
ond nature. That's the one (or three?) 
you can display on your shelf! 
     -Just Plain Human Jesus: No X-
Ray vision, no Kung Fu grip. This 
Jesus' only power is a good sermon 
and lots of charisma. A favorite of 
Liberal Christian teachings, such as 
Unitarianism. Not a high collector 
value. 
     -Mormon Jesus: I have no idea 
what he does, but this sandy-blonde-
haired, body-builder messiah beat 
Columbus to the new world by 15 
centuries and he can tame a Mustang 
while saving your soul with his 
Brawny Man stature and perfectly 
chiseled jaw line. 
     -Jewish Jesus: He hasn't arrived 
yet. He's been ordered, but he's lost 
in the mail. 
     -The "Personal Friend" Jesus: 
He's the latest fad. The one all the 
kids have to have. He may be absent 
from the Bible and pretty much all of 

Christian history, but that doesn't 
stop him from taking over the toy 
shelf. You can tell this Jesus all your 
secrets and hold him close to your 
chest ... but not too close, that freaks 
this Jesus out. He's not that kind of 
 friend. 
     So, the next time you're asked, 
"Do you believe in Jesus?" You can 
answer, "Which one? I've got the 
whole collection." 

The Jesus Collection 

Right:  The Freedom From Religion Foun-
dation sent a billboard truck to roam the 
streets of St. Paul during the Republican 
National Convention where it was spotted 
by (from left) Tom Riddering, George 
Kane and Bjorn Watland.  Photo by Jerry Rauser 



E n r a g i n g 
some, cap-
t i v a t i n g 
others, The 

Secret is 
considered 
by many to 
be a mysti-

cal tome that will help you achieve 
what you want in life.  The book not 
only claims that positive thoughts 
bring positive rewards but goes so 
far as to imply that even brief nega-
tive thoughts can bring pain, suffer-
ing, and illness.  The core advice in 
this book, though obviously flawed 
in its use of spiritualism, is the per-
fect primer on how to establish pri-
orities and get to know yourself.  
People spend a great deal of time 
thinking about forging friendships, 
finding dates, and establishing rela-
tionships in general without being 
clear about what they desire prior to 
getting involved.  The Oprah Winfrey 

Show featured an entire episode of 
people stating that they had been 
lonely, read The Secret, made a list 
of what they wanted in another per-
son, and then they found that person.  
If you have even an ounce of skepti-
cism inside of you, it is easy to see 
that this is all clearly no secret!  
     The truth is, establishing what 
you desire from life from yourself 
and other people is a wonderful tech-
nique; it's real, it's true, and it works.  
Knowing exactly what you want and 
making that clear to yourself will 
help you gain what you desire.  That 
being said—although its author and 
Oprah would perhaps like you to 
think otherwise—you are not guar-
anteed happiness with good 
thoughts, just as you will not be 
cursed with plagues for negative 
thoughts.  And even though there is 
nothing special or magical at work 

here, atheists will do well to take 
good advice when they hear it and 
apply it to their own lives with all 
supernatural aspects stripped away.   
     About two years ago, I did come 
to a time in my life when I had to sit 
down and assess what I wanted.  I 
made a list of the qualities I would 
like another person to possess in or-
der to be interested in dating them.  
Knowing what you want will make it 

much easier for you to find what you 
are looking for.  No secret there and 
nothing superstitious or magical. 
     I would advise all people who are 
at a crossroad in their life, or who are 
looking for a person to spend time 
with as friends, to date, or even pos-
sibly to share their life with, to first 
make a list of qualities you desire or 
admire.  Second, split your list into 
two categories:  Things you can't live 
without, and things you would like, 
but that are not necessary.  These 
qualities and categories may change, 
of course, depending on the kind of 
relationship you are looking for.  For 
instance, a must for me is that my 
future spouse be an atheist.  
That may or may not be in 
your list at all!  
     After you've made your 
list, use it as a reference in 
order to find what you truly 
want.  If you were honest with 

yourself when you made the list, and 
also continue to hold onto the quali-
ties you listed, it will work positively 
for you.  Be very patient.  Before I 
met my list person, I had to go 
through a lot of annoying exchanges 
including a second date with a person 
who grilled me for not believing in 
the religious aspects of karma.  That 
person didn't have many of the quali-
ties I had on my list.  It saved time 

and was better for both of us to not 
pursue a relationship. 
     After some time, if you're still 
lacking something in your life, go 
back to the list and re-evaluate it.  
You might find that some priorities 

change, or perhaps some items have 
moved to a different category.   
     The most important thing to re-
member about your list is that, as far 
as the items you can't live without in 
a friend or potential partner, you can-
not compromise.  Ever.     
     Have more dating and relating is-
sues?  Have issues with this topic?  
What's important to you in a relation-
ship?  Write to CrystalD at astro-
comfy@hotmail.com. 
 

Crystal Dervetski’s column on dating 
and relationships is a new feature of 
this newsletter. We’ll try to get a bet-
ter picture of her for the next issue.  
Ye Ed. 
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Atheist Dating and Relating: 
The Secret to Finding What You Want  

Deities Crossword Puzzle Answers 

 

Cryptogram answer: 
“It is an heretic that makes the 
fire, not she which burns in’t.” 
 

— Paulina, in William Shakespeare’s 
“Winter’s Tale” 

 

Knowing what you want will 
make it much easier for you to 
find what you are looking for.   
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Sundays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Atheist/
Agnostic AA, 3249 Hennepin Ave. S., 
#55 (Men’s Center, in the basement) 
Minneapolis, Open to men and women.  
FFI: tcAgnostic@gmail.com 
 

3rd Sunday, 1-3:30 p.m.,  Minnesota 
Atheists monthly meeting.  
 

Every Sunday, 10:30 - noon,  
Brunch Social.  Q. Cumbers, 7465 
France Avenue South,| Edina.  Bring your 
AWE for a $2 discount. 
 

5th Sunday, Fundraiser Dinner for 
Building Fund.  Price: $6.66. (June, Au-
gust, November 2008) 
 

1st and 3rd Monday,  6 p.m., Freethought 
Toastmasters Club.  Larpenteur Estates 
apartment complex, 1280 Larpenteur 
Ave. W., St. Paul.  (Park directly in back 
and follow sidewalk to Party Room.)  
Roger Belfay, (651) 222-2782 or George 
Kane, (651) 488-8225. 
 
 

2nd and 4th Monday, 5-7 pm.,  Happy 
Hour North. La Casita, 1925 Perimeter 
Road, Roseville, just west of the Rosedale 
mall.  George Kane, (651) 488-8225. 
 

2nd and 4th Monday, 5-7 p.m.,  Happy 
Hour South.  Davanni’s Restaurant, 2312 
W. 66th  Street (corner of Penn Ave. and 
66th St.), Richfield, Bob/Marilyn Nien-
kerk, (612) 866-6200. 
 

1st Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch Social. 
Old Country Buffet, Co. Road B2 be-
tween Snelling and Fairview, Roseville.  
Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, (612) 866-6200. 
 

3rd Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch So-
cial.  New China Buffet, 105 85th Ave. 
NW, Coon Rapids.  Bill Volna, (612) 
781-4273. 
 

4th Wednesday,  Meal and a Reel, Up-
town, Minneapolis (Hennepin Ave. and 
Lake St.) 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. movie.  
George Kane, (651) 488-8225.  Details in 
Atheists Weekly E-mail. 
 

Thursdays, 7 p.m., Campus Atheists, 
Skeptics and Humanists (CASH) gen-
eral meeting. 3d floor Coffman Memorial 
Union, 300 Washington Ave. S.E., Min-
neapolis, MN 55455.  Contact 
cash@cashumn.org.  
  
1st Thursday, 6-9 p.m., “Atheists Talk” 
TV taping.  MTN, Studio A, 125 SE 
Main St., Minneapolis.  Steve Petersen, 
(651) 484-9277. 
 

 2nd Thursday, evening.  Rochester Area 
Freethinkers monthly get-together.  Bill 
Kass, hawthorn64@hotmail.com or (507) 
259-4237. 
 

4th  Thursday, 6:30 p.m., Minnesota 
Atheists board meeting.  Location var-
ies.  George Kane, (651) 488-8225. 
 

To sign up for Atheists Weekly 
E-mail (AWE), send a request to 
awe@mnatheists.org. 
 

To sign up for Minnesota Atheists 
Meetups, go to 
http://atheists.meetup.com/493. 

Things to do, places to go: A calendar for atheists 

%&'' # ( ) * +  

$ $,* " # & ( * (               www.mnatheists.org       

                                                   P.O. Box 6261, Minneapolis MN 55406 

JOIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP 

   $35 – Individual Membership 

   $45 – Household Membership 

   $75 – Sustaining Fund Membership 

  $20 – Student (newsletter by email, send                                       

    copy of fee statement or high school ID) 

   $600 – Life Membership 

   $25 -- Newsletter Only  

 

Payment by:  Check (enclosed) for $ _________________ payable to Minnesota Atheists. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Phone (_____)_______________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

>>Minnesota Atheists has IRS 501(c)(3) status.  All contributions are tax-deductible. << 

   DONATE TO SPECIAL FUNDS 

  $ _______ General Expense / Outreach Fund 

  $ _______ Building Fund 

  $ _______ Radio Fund   

  $ _______ Monthly Donation 

 

All memberships include the newsletter. 

Sorry, but we cannot accept credit cards. 
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"If you're such a good faith 
healer, why do you still have 

to do a comb-over?" 
  

Comedian Jimmi Dore on televangelists; September 11, 2008 on KQRS 
 

 

“Atheists Talk” on Air America Minnesota radio! 
Sundays, 9-10 a.m. AM 950 radio or stream live at 

AirAmericaMinnesota.com/listen 


