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MNA Meeting on Sunday 
February 16, Rondo Library 
461 N. Dale St. at University 

St. Paul, MN 55103 
 

1:00-1:15 p.m. – Social time.  
1:15-1:45 p.m. – Business Meeting.  
1:45-2:00 p.m. – Break.  
2:00-3:00 p.m. – Dan Barker program 
3:00-3:30 p.m. – Social Time. 
4:00 p.m. -- Dinner at a nearby restaurant 

2009 marks the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Charles Darwin and the 150th anniversary of the pub-
lication of On the Origins of Species.  In honor of this, 
we have assembled a distinguished panel of scientists 
to give us their thoughts on evolution, creationism, 
and Darwin.  The panelists are: P.Z. Myers, Randy 
Moore, Greg Laden, Sehoya Cotner, and Jane Phil-
lips. 
     The discussion will be moderated by Lynn Fell-
man.  Lynn is a frequent science interviewer on our 
Atheists Talk radio program.  She is also an inde-
pendent artist and designer (FellmanStudio.com) 
who incorporates science into her work. 
 

Charles Darwin                 P. Z. Meyers                       Lynn Fellman 
 

Below: Darwin Day Proclamation signed by Mayor Chris Coleman 
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This will be my last column as 
Minnesota Atheists president, 
though I still hope to contribute 
to our newsletter from time to 
time.  When I took office a year 
ago, I privately set five major, 
groundbreaking goals for Minnesota 
Atheists, all of which we have ac-
complished or seem to be on the 
verge of accomplishing.   
        First, I wanted us to host a suc-
cessful American Atheists national 
convention in Minnesota (the first 
one here since 1988).  With a record 
turnout of 600 people, and high 
praise from the American Atheists 
leadership, I would say we accom-
plished that goal. 
        Second, I wanted us to establish 
the first-ever atheist radio program 
in Minnesota.  Mission accom-
plished. 
        Third, I wanted our state’s gov-
ernor or a city mayor to issue a Dar-
win Day proclamation – the first 
time, to my knowledge, that such a 
proclamation would ever have been 
issued by a Minnesota official.  As 
we go to press, we have received 
word that Mayor Chris Coleman of 
St. Paul has done so!  We await word 
from Minneapolis mayor R.T. Ry-
back. 
        Fourth, I wanted to see the first 
atheist give a secular invocation at 
the Minnesota State legislature.  
With the help of my state representa-
tive Phyllis Kahn, it seems very 
promising that I will be able to do 
this sometime this session. 
        Fifth, I wanted us to acquire a 
building for MNA.  Admittedly, this 
is a high goal, but with the crash of 
the real estate market, we may be 
able to accomplish this sooner than 
we had thought.  
        This month we will hold our 
annual elections, with the new MNA 
board taking office on March 1st.  All 

of the nominees are 
running unopposed. 
       Bjorn Watland 
will be the next 
MNA president.  At 
age 27, he will be 

among the three members of the new 
MNA board who will be under 30.  
(The other two are Jeannette Wat-
land and Crystal Dervetski.)  All 
three of them have been members of 
MNA for less than three years.  We 
should be proud of the fact that we 
are able to spot and promote young, 
talented people to positions of lead-
ership.   
        Bjorn and Jeannette were al-
ready on the board as directors-at-
large.  They now move up to being 
president and associate president re-
spectively.  This creates openings in 
the directors-at-large positions for 
another newcomer to the board, 
Mike Haubrich.   
        Joining them on the MNA 
board will be two people who have 
served before: Jack Caravela and 
Cathy Prody.  It is nice that we have 
such a large, well functioning or-
ganization that people can come and 
go on the board as their schedules 
permit without disrupting our activi-
ties.  (If you have been active in the 
past and wish to be active again, 
please let us know!) 
        Besides Bjorn and Jeannette, 
incumbents who will continue on the 
board are Andy Flamm, Grant   

Steves, and George Kane. 
        Leaving the board are Steve Pe-
tersen, Cynthia Egli, Kristine Harley, 
and myself.  Of the nine people 
elected to the MNA board in 2002, 
only one will remain: George Kane.  
This is a healthy turnover for a 
group, to have new board members 
who introduce fresh ideas and energy 
and who appeal to younger people.   
        Many ex-board members con-
tinue to contribute their talents in 
supporting roles, aided by many oth-
ers who have been short and long 
time contributors to MNA and yet 
have never served on the board.  I 
like to think that we all contribute to 
the success of MNA as we can, with-
out regard to our egos.  We put the 
success of our group ahead of our 
roles/titles. 
        As for me, I will now be able to 
devote more time to the Atheist Alli-
ance International vice presidency, to 
which I was elected last fall.  I will 
also continue to play a part in MNA 
committees such as Radio, Newslet-
ter, Meeting Program, First Amend-
ment Watchdog, and  Public Policy. 
        So, I go back to being just an 
“ordinary” MNA member.  And yet, 
there is no such thing.  Just as all 
children in Lake Wobegon are above 
average, all members of Minnesota 
Atheists are extraordinary.  Thank 
you so much for allowing me to be 
your president this past year. 

President’s Column 
 

by August Berkshire 

Highlights and 
Future Stars 

Secular Bible Study to Start 
The MNA Board has endorsed a co-sponsorship of a Secular Bible Study.  
Chester O’Gorman, a recent graduate of United Theological Seminary in 
New Brighton, will be the lead in facilitating the group.  Grant Steves well 
represent and facilitate for the MNA.  We are asking anyone interested in 
furthering his or her understanding of the Bible to indicate this interest.  You 
may contact Grant Steves at v42345cen@cent.  The first meeting will set 
guidelines and the future topics (to be selected by the group).  The scheduled 
first meeting is at: Diamond Café, 1618 Central Ave. NE on February 22 
from 7 – 9 p.m. 



PAGE 4 THE MINNESOTA ATHEIST VOLUME 19 NUMBER 2 

Bjorn Watland — Nominee for President  
I'm Bjorn.  Despite being the web editor, you've probably seen me offline, either on the cable show 
or at one of our many events.  I work with CASH at the U of MN to serve as a resource to a suc-
cessful student organization.  I also work with the Secular Student Alliance at the national level to 
make our student groups around the state even more successful. 
     I have been inspired by the many different kinds of members Minnesota Atheists has at-
tracted.  My focus for the next year will be to delegate eager volunteers to run events that interest 
them, including book clubs, discussion groups, pub nights, and anything else people come up with 
in order to grow our community.  Atheism doesn't have to be a lonely lifestyle. 
 

Jeannette Watland —Nominee for Associate President 
I'm Jeannette.  You may have seen me at different events over the last few years, such as the pub 
crawl, blood drive, or membership meetings.  I've worked with young special needs children as 
part of my degree at the U of M and use those skills at Camp Quest of MN as a counselor. 
     For Minnesota Atheists, I've been working to shrink the generation gap between college age 
atheists and our membership.  I've also worked with the Charitable Works Committee to help our 
community and to make the image of atheists a positive one.  I look forward to participating in 
community outreach events like speeches, and parades. 
 

 

Grant Steves — Nominee for Chair 
It has been a privilege to serve the MNA community as the Associate Chair.  I look forward to the 
responsibility of being the Chair of the Board.  
     In the last two years, I have dedicated my time to helping produce cable shows, conducting in-
terviews on the radio show, writing and editing for the Newsletter, and presenting topics at the 
membership meetings.   
     As the Chair of MNA, I would like to maintain and develop the organization.  We need to con-
tinue to expand our membership by using new and creative methods.  We need to continue putting 
into practice our media line: “If you are interested in us; we are interested in you.” 

     In my professional career, I served as the Chair of several school district committees, and as the President and 
Vice President of the local teacher’s professional group.  Being a leader has taught me the importance of listening 
often and speaking seldom.  
 

Statement from Jack Caravela — Nominee for Associate Chair  
I served as Treasurer of Minnesota Atheists in 2006 and 2007, choosing to fill a necessary role in 
its operation while learning more about how it is run. Those years showed significant progress, but 
the greater growth and innovations of the past year have inspired me to serve again, this time as 
Associate Chair. 
     My main interest remains the same: to build membership. The past year has seen new faces, 
new initiatives and new participants, reminding me how much more we can achieve with greater 
numbers. Although we have seen a notable increase in ranks of Minnesota Atheists, the growth of 
subscribers to our Meet-up website has been tremendous. I plan to find ways to encourage more of 

those who have shown an interest through Meet-up to get involved with Minnesota Atheists and help our organiza-
tion grow with a diverse mix of people who share the goals of community building and activism in support of secu-
lar government and society. 
 

George Kane — Nominee for Secretary 
George Francis Kane is running for a second consecutive term as Secretary, an office he has held a total of seven 
years. He has been a member of Minnesota Atheists for thirteen years, and has served on the Board of Directors for 
the last eleven. During that time he has been both President and Chair, and has engaged in a variety of outreach be-

Minnesota Atheists Candidate Statements 
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yond the atheist community. He is a regular interviewer on Atheists Talk, both on cable TV and on 
radio. He was also a frequent interviewer on “Freethought Forum.” He writes the News and Notes 
column on church/state separation issues for the Minnesota Atheist newsletter. In 2000, George 
started a Freethought Toastmasters Club in Saint Paul, the second Toastmasters Club in the nation 
formed especially for the development of Freethinkers. George graduated from the University of 
California at Berkeley in 1970 with a Bachelor's Degree in Philosophy. 
 
 

Andy Flamm — Nominee for Treasurer 
As the incumbent, I feel confident that I am the best candidate for treasurer in this election. My 
opponents are all Bozos who lack experience. Heck, they think that just because they can see a 
bank from their window that they know how to manage the funds of a large and growing organi-
zation. If you don't want to see all of Minnesota Atheists' cash go up in smoke, vote for me. And 
please, let's keep this election positive. 
 
 
 

 

Cathy Prody — Nominee for Director at Large 
I am seeking an at-large position on the board, a position I held approximately four years ago, be-
fore a job took me to Michigan.  I have been a member of Minnesota Atheists for approximately 
seven years, remaining a member while I was in Michigan.  Returning to the Twin Cities after be-
ing away for about three years, it has been exciting to see the changes that have occurred with Min-
nesota Atheists.  For example, membership is more diverse, with younger people taking active 
roles.  Also outreach with talk radio, cable and meet-up groups has increased our visibility in a 
positive way.  If elected, I will focus on any legal issues that may arise.  I am also interested in 
maintaining high ethical standards both on the board and with our representation of atheism to the 
public.  I have a Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of California at Berkeley, and a law 

degree from William Mitchell College of Law.  I am a practicing patent attorney.   
 

Crystal Dervetski — Nominee for Director at Large 
Hello everyone.  I began my membership with MNA in March 2008.  Becoming quite active over 
the last year, I'm truly committed to our motto, “Positive Atheism in Action” through my work 
and actions.  I am a firm proponent of not being passive with our mission, and I advocate any-
where I can for our organization.   
     Currently, I manage the MNA MySpace page, am assistant organizer for the SMNA Meet Up, 
assist with managing the MNA forum, and am on the Editorial Board.  I also had the pleasure of 
working on the Atheists Talk TV show for two episodes.  I write for the MNA Newsletter and also 
my local paper.  Giving back actively is important to me, so I am very involved in charity work as 

well.  Being an outspoken person, I feel I exemplify the idea that atheists are kind, positive and rational influences.  
I would do anything I could to assist with the functioning of MNA and keep it as successful as it already is. 
 

Mike Haubrich— Nominee for Director at Large  
My name is Mike Haubrich, and I have been a member since April, 2007.  In my time with the 
Minnesota Atheists I have participated in many activities, and have had a great deal of fun.  
          I look forward to the opportunity to give back to the group that has opened for me many 
opportunities I would otherwise never have had.  I have been a radio host, and am now the Di-
rector of Atheists Talk.  I am a member of the Freethought Ramblers. We have only one “gig” 
under our belts, but we have another planned for this summer. 
            The Minnesota Atheists are an organization constantly in flux.  I will be involved in ac-
tivities to help attract new and retain existing members.  There are ways to use fun and technol-

ogy to further our ends.  I look forward to being a member of the board as a Director-at-Large. 
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New Members! 
By Steve Peterson 
The members of Minnesota Atheists 
should be excited about the incoming 
board of directors.  This marks an his-
toric moment in the organization's 
history.  For the first time, no found-
ing member will serve on the 
board.  Minnesota Atheists was incor-
porated on September 21, 1991, and I 
filed the papers myself.  The gage 
that some of us founders set was that 
the organization will be successful 
when the founders are succeeded by 

other volunteers.  It has taken eight-
een years of planning and working by 
so many, but the goal of passing the 
torch to the next generation of atheist 
leaders will happen.  This is not a 
change based on agreement of how 
things should be done, but agreement 
in the principle of keeping us moving 
forward in our founding purpose of 
creating an atmosphere of respectabil-
ity for atheists.  Our objective has a 
long way to go before it will be met, 
but today each member can feel 
proud because we stand a better 
chance of reaching our goal of soci-

ety's knowledge of atheists today than 
yesterday. 
     The members nominated this Janu-
ary and to be elected this February are 
a good mix of long-time members 
and newer members who each bring a 
set of experiences to the board that 
will enable Minnesota Atheists to be 
on the cutting edge of tomorrow's 
communication needs.  This is a 
board I look forward to supporting 
and assisting in their efforts to move 
us into years of future growth and 
thus enhancing our outlook for years 
to come. 

Freethought Cryptogram 
 

‘Doutvkvdon’ uk rmjkyuvhk yopyipn hjljsqj phkzjsjc.  
 

‘Sjtubuvh’ uk phkzjsk yopy ipn hjljs qj rmjkyuvhjc. 
 

Answer on page 18. 

In the Basement 
with Catholics 

 

By George Kane 
 

    On January 13 I participated in a 
debate at the Argument of the Month 
Club (aotmclub.com), a men’s club 
devoted to Catholic apologetics. The 
debate was with Dr. Arthur Hippler, 
the Director of Religious Studies at 
Providence Academy, in Plymouth, on 
the resolution “That a supernatural 
authority is necessary for obligatory 
moral claims.” I argued for the nega-
tive. 
    The debate, in the basement of St. 
Augustine’s Church in South St. Paul, 
drew 370 men, half-again the size of 
their previous record draw. As far as 
I know, all but five of those in atten-
dance were Catholic. Apparently, a 
lot of Catholics are curious about 
atheism! 
    I don’t think that anyone is ever 

converted by attending a Christian vs. 
atheist debate, but I hope that I at 
least dispelled some widely-held mis-
perceptions of atheists. I know that 
many Christians think that atheists 
are bitter, hostile, and have not 
thought through their positions. I will 
let the readers decide if I succeeded. 
     Following is an abbreviated ver-
sion of my opening statement. 
 
    I shall offer four arguments against 
tonight’s resolution, to demonstrate 
that moral obligation does not require 
a supernatural authority. I intend to 
show that god-declared moral laws 
are arbitrary and capricious, cannot 
establish moral obligation that must 
be recognized from a human perspec-
tive, that it is not necessary to estab-
lish objective moral obligations, and 
that it assumes a premise that cannot 
be established. 
    An early challenge to tonight’s 
resolution was the Euthyphro di-

lemma. Socrates asks whether an ac-
tion is good because it is beloved by 
the gods, or if it is beloved by the 
gods because it is good. If it is be-
loved by the gods because it is good, 
then moral truth is prior to the opinion 
of gods, and independent of it. When 
we try to determine if an action is 
good or bad, there is no reason for us 
to consult divine opinion. If, however, 
we live in a world of true divine com-
mand morality, in which actions are 
good only because god approves of 
them and bad only because god disap-
proves, then morality is capricious, 
depending only on god’s whim. And 
what if god were to change his mind? 
What if, tomorrow, god was to decide 
that he is tired of the seventh com-
mandment, so that, in general, he 
strongly approves of stealing? People 
would offend god, committing a sin, 
if they pass up an opportunity to steal. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Building Fund:                    $295 
Guy Harper                            $50 
Vanita Mishra                        $100 
Bob Schmitz                          $25 
Vern Young                           $100 
Anonymous                           $20 
 
 
 

Radio Fund:                           $50 
Matthew Dittloff                      $25 
James Koran                            $25 
 
Visibility (General) Fund:    $60 
Louis Odette                            $25 
Michael Toft                            $15 
Melorie Raymond-Gabrysiak  $20 

A Letter to Minnesota Atheists 
from The Bridge for Youth 

 

Minnesota Atheists: 
       Thank you for your Winter Solstice Drive to The Bridge for Youth.  We 
will put your donation to use to help young people in need. 
     Since our founding in 1970, The Bridge for Youth has served thousands 
of runaway and homeless 
youth and their families.  
From emergency shelter and 
family counseling to suppor-
tive housing for youth living 
on their own, we offer inno-
vative and effective solu-
tions for youth in crisis. 
     Here at The Bridge for 
Youth we see heartbreak 
and tragedy every day.  But 
we also see miracles – of 
hope and love and renewal.  
Youth and families who are 
able to negotiate their differ-
ences, make a fresh start and 
forge stronger connections 
with each other.  Youth who 
were homeless and discon-
nected finding their way off 
the street, finishing school, working and building a stable life.  We are hon-
ored to be part of this work. 
     Thank you for helping us.  Your contribution will go directly to provide a 
full range of 24-hour directly accessible services to youth and families in our 
community: 24-hour crisis counseling, emergency shelter, medical services, 
family counseling, street outreach, and transitional and permanent housing 
for homeless youth. 
     On behalf of all of at The Bridge for Youth, thank you for caring and 
commitment to our community’s young people. 
Chelsea Miller, Development Coordinator 
 

PS:  Thank you so much!  Your group is so wonderful and entertaining.  
Thank you for a great night of food and entertainment. 

MNA member Shirley Moll (left)  and Sandra Weise 
of Bridges for Youth move gifts donated by those at-
tending the Solstice Party in December. 

Financial Report 

(Continued from page 6) 
If the only criterion for moral good is 
that it pleases god, anything could be 
good. 
    The narrative supporting god-
declared moral obligation is that 
punishment for a violation is so se-
vere, certain and permanent that it is 
unthinkable that anyone could 
choose it. But let’s consider an anal-
ogy. We all recognize that at times 
people have a moral obligation to 
disobey an unjust law. We praise, for 
example, Europeans who hid Jews 
from the Nazi occupiers. Even 
though they violated the law at risk 
of their lives, they recognized an ob-
ligation to save the lives of those suf-
fering government oppression. Their 
actions were moral because they did 
what they should do, even though it 
violated the law and risked extreme 
personal harm. 
    As the god presumed in tonight’s 
resolution is the Christian god, it’s 
reasonable to look to bible stories for 
examples of god-decreed moral obli-
gation. In Numbers, at Jehovah’s 
bidding, Moses orders the Hebrew 
soldiers to attack the Midianites, 
who worshipped another god, and to 
kill all of their men and boys, and 
every woman who has ever had 
knowledge of a man, and to take the 
virgin females as slaves for their 
pleasure. Jehovah approves of 
Moses’ orders, so these are com-
mands given with divine authority. 
    But was this divinely commanded 
genocide the right thing for the sol-
diers to do? Jehovah issued a divine 
declaration, so the soldiers are re-
quired to commit this slaughter. 
Some of the soldiers in the Hebrew 
army were not sufficiently blood-
thirsty, however, so Moses rebuked 
them. Perhaps they were of more 
modern ethical sensitivity, and con-
cluded to themselves “I cannot do 
this. I have to show mercy to the de-
feated and the innocent.” 
    God in this scenario is in precisely 

(Continued on page 18) 
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    Dan Barker had a busy 
day on January 18. He began 
the day at the KTNF studio 
for an interview on Atheists 
Talk Radio, filled the after-
noon with an appearance at 
the Roseville Library as the 
speaker at our monthly pub-
lic meeting, and after dinner 
with some meeting atten-
dees, presented a reading of 
excerpts from his new book 
at the Midway Borders Book 
Store. 
    The public meeting was 
by far our largest ever, with 
attendance estimated at 140. 
Barker began by informing 
us of some recent activities 
of the Freedom from Relig-
ion Foundation, the nation’s 
largest church/state separa-
tion watchdog organization. 
Barker and his wife, Annie 
Laurie Gaylor, are co-presidents. 
They ran a quarter-page ad in the 
Washington Post on Inauguration 
Day, headlined “Mr. President, Re-
build that Wall!” 
    The FFRF is now taking on the 
Wisconsin Technical College Sys-
tem, and 15 of the 16 public-
supported technical colleges in Wis-
consin, for closing their campuses on 
Good Friday. In 1996 the FFRF won 
a solid federal court victory over-
turning a state law declaring Good 
Friday a state holiday. All of the 
schools except Green Bay currently 
close for this exclusively Christian 
holiday. They expect to be able to 
get the schools to comply with the 
1996 decision without going to trial. 
    But Barker’s main order of busi-
ness was to speak about his new 
book, Godless. Barker stated that all 
of his previous books had been pub-
lished by the FFRF, but this time 
Ulysses Press sought him out, and 
asked him do write an update of his 

autobiographical Losing Faith in 
Faith. When he got to work on the 
project, it became much more than 
an update. Godless contains new ma-
terial that any atheist will find useful 
in discussions with Christians. 
    Barker is especially proud of 
Richard Dawkins’ introduction to 
Godless. Dawkins wrote: “The most 
eloquent witness of internal delusion 
that I know – a triumphantly smiling 
refugee from the zany, surreal world 
of American fundamentalist Protes-
tantism – is Dan Barker.” And later, 
“Dan knows deeply what it is like to 
be a wingnut, a faith-head, a fully 
paid-up nutjob, an all singing, all 
glossolaling religious fruit bat.” 
    Barker, who has contested over 
sixty debates with Christians, is the 
most visible face of the Freedom 
from Religion Foundation, which has 
doubled its membership in the last 
two years. One spike of new mem-
bers came when Fox News’ king of 
bombast and vitriol, Bill O’Reilly, 

began attacking him and the FFRF. 
They are favorite villains of many 
media spokesmen on the religious 
right, at least in part because of 
Barker’s penchant for deflating their 
pompous and presumptuous moraliz-
ing. Having himself been one of 
them, he is aware that their deep-
seated need for a moral soap box, 
from which to strike a saintly pose. 
Drawing on his extensive experience 
in debating Christians and his inten-
sive study of the Bible, Barker re-
lentlessly drives down the credibility 
of god-decreed, Bible-based moraliz-
ing. 
    Godless will surely supplant Los-
ing Faith in Faith as an absolute ne-
cessity in every atheist’s book col-
lection. 
 
See Grant Steves’ review of Barker’s 
book on the facing page. 
                        

January Meeting Review 

FFRF Co-President Dan Barker 
                                                        Photo by Richard Trombley 



PAGE  9 THE MINNESOTA ATHEIST VOLUME 19  NUMBER 2 

                                                                                                   Comments from the whip 
Grant Steves   

                     Godless      
                               Dan Barker 
                               Ulysses Press, 2008, 392 pages 

The subtitle of this book is How an 
Evangelical Preacher Became One of 
America’s Leading Atheists, and thus 
Dan Barker gives his background 
from when he was born again to 
when he became a preacher at age 
15.  Dan had a ‘call to the ministry’ 
in 1964.  In 1984 Dan sent a letter to 
50 colleagues, friends, and family 
announcing that he was “somewhere 
between the agnostic and the atheist.”  
This bold and brave act defined his 
new life course.   
     Dan shows that this change was 
not because he had been insincere in 
his religious convictions, or that he 
lacked faith.  He describes how he 
felt when he believed that he re-
ceived the Holy Spirit, and was born 
again.  His commitment was deep 
and devoted.  In his religious career, 
he describes the call into the ministry 
and his faith in being a witness for 
god.  The reward was not financial, 
but it was the deeply personal experi-
ence of bringing others to Christ.  
Once again, he speaks with authority 
about this experience.  
     As he relates in his book, there 
were people who were very skeptical 
of his loss of faith.  Those he left be-
hind in religion could only see this 
through their own dark prism using 
phrases like:   
“You dislike authority.” 
“You want to be different and stir up 
trouble.” 
“You are an angry person.” 
“You are arrogant.”   
     Dan’s journey away from faith is 
familiar.  He was a person who asked 
questions, had a thirst for knowledge, 
and looked beyond religious materi-
als.  First, he confronted the issue of 

inerrancy.  Liberal theologians, such 
as Tillich and Bultmann, caused him 
to think.  Thus the questions raised 
weakened his faith but strengthened 
his intellectual curiosity.  He said, 
“Faith and reason began a war within 
me.”  It was reason that won the war, 
but one gets the impression that this 
was not easy or done without emo-
tional pain or loss. 
     Part two of Barker’s book is a 
compendium of reasons for this loss 
of faith and his endorsement of rea-
son.  It is personal, but many readers 
will identify with the questions he 
raises and the answers he found.  
Whether he is refuting the proofs of 
god’s existence or clashing with the 
most recent propositions for proving 
god’s existence, Dan relates it as a 
personal experience that could and 
does happen to many atheists. 
     Part three is a handbook for debat-
ing Christians.  Barker argues the is-
sue of morality as it is portrayed in 
the bible.  What is the test for a god 
who is claimed to be the source of 
morality for billions?  We have all 
probably read the story of Sodom 
where Abraham raises the question, 
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?”  (Gen. 18:25)  God did the 
right thing in that situation, if you 
believe the slaughter of hundreds of 
children and babies count among the 
unrighteous.    
     The fact is that the bible teaches 
us from authority, not from reason.  
It nowhere states that ‘every human 
being possesses an inherent right to 
be treated with respect’.  It presents 
religion’s role models, especially 
Yahweh, Elohim, and Jesus, who of-
ten ignore their own teachings and 

are ruthless.  As the Proverb says, 
“The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom.” (Prov. 1:7)  Time 
and again fear is the motivation be-
hind obedience to the law and not 
understanding.  Dan examines the 
recording of the Ten Commandments 
(Ex. 20: 7-17, Ex. 34: 11-26, Deut. 
4:13), the result is we should be ask-
ing how one could believe these con-
tradictions. 
     Part three continues by listing 
contradictions and discrepancies in 
the bible.  The question is – how 
many do you think qualifies the bible 
for rejection as being the word of 
god – not even the inerrant word of 
god?  The errors he lists in the re-
cording of numbers could happen 
over time, but the contradictions on 
teachings and beliefs are numerous 
and far less excusable. 
     The two chapters on the existence 
of Jesus should have you packing 
your bags to leave on the free 
thought train.  The historical chal-
lenges to the real Jesus have been ex-
amined in greater detail, but Dan 
gives an overview of the material that 
pointedly argues the case against a 
real Jesus.  
     Part four summaries his continued 
pursuit of atheism, and the issues it 
raises in our nation.  Dan and the 
Freedom From Religion Foundation 
have challenged the relationship be-
tween church and state.  The con-
cluding chapters return to a more per-
sonal statement.  Dan’s message is 
clear and helpful to those seeking 
reason over faith.    
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Freethought Follies 2008 

The annual Freethought 
Follies, produced by Jerry 
Rauser (left in top picture) 
and starring MNA members 
in a variety of humorous and 
musical skits, lived up to its 
tradition of secular, irrever-
ent fun.  Music was provided 
by the Freethought Band 
and dinner music by Paul 
Heffron and Don Harrer 
(opposite page). 
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(Top) The cast and producers gather 
after the show.  If you’re a singer, a 
writer/producer, a secret thespian or 
just a ham, The Follies are your oppor-
tunity to share your talent and have fun 
with other atheists.   
 
The Follies are produced every year at 
the Solstice Party jointly sponsored by 
Minnesota Atheists and the Humanists 
of Minnesota.        All photos by Richard Trombley 



PAGE 12 THE MINNESOTA ATHEIST VOLUME 19 NUMBER 2 

by George Kane 
 
Supreme Court Chief Justice John 
Roberts stumbled over the words of 
the presidential oath, momentarily 
confusing Barack Obama, but he pre-
dictably tagged “so help me god” onto 
the end. Reverend Rick Warren pro-
vided for an invocation a prayer in 
Jesus’ name. Reverend Joe Lowery 
implored the audience to shout 
“Amen!” to close his benediction. It 
all made the inauguration of our 44th 
president a tediously religious affair, 
like every other presidential inaugura-
tion that I can remember. But, had a 
District Court judge exercised a little 
judicial courage the week 
before, it need not have 
been so. 
    Michael Newdow, the 
Sacramento emergency 
room doctor who has 
gained fame for his suits to ban group 
recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance 
in public schools, brought an Estab-
lishment Clause challenge to the 
Obama administration before it even 
took office. Along with 30 other 
plaintiffs, he filed suit to prohibit ap-
pending the words “so help me god” 
to the presidential oath, and to prevent 
sectarian prayers at the inauguration 
ceremony. 
    Joining Newdow in the suit are 
many of the nation’s leading atheist 
organizations and church/state separa-
tion watchdog groups, including Min-
nesota Atheists, the American Hu-
manist Association, the Atheist Alli-
ance International, and the Freedom 
from Religion Foundation. Notable 
individually named plaintiffs are the 
top officers of the plaintiff organiza-
tions, including Minnesota Atheists 
president August Berkshire. Another 
is Ellery Schempp, the named plain-
tiff in the 1963 case Abbington 
County School District v. Schempp, in 
which the Supreme Court outlawed 
classroom prayer in public schools. 

The list of plaintiffs also included 
“unnamed children,” as their parents 
have a right to take them to view their 
government in action without being 
forced to confront the official en-
dorsement of religious dogma with 
which they disagree. 
    The principle defendants are Chief 
Justice John Roberts, who was sched-
uled to administer the oath to Obama, 
the Presidential Inauguration Commit-
tee (PIC), the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inauguration Ceremo-
nies (JCCIC) and the Military Inaugu-
ration Committee (MIC). 
    The suit Newdow v. Roberts was 
filed in the United States District 

Court for the District of Columbia on 
December 29. Because there was so 
little time before the inauguration, 
Newdow filed a motion for a prelimi-
nary injunction on January 5. On 
January 15, Judge Reggie B. Walton 
denied the motion, allowing the inau-
guration ceremony to proceed as 
planned. 
    The suit points out that the presi-
dential oath is defined in Article II, 
Section I, Clause 8 of the United 
States Constitution: “I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully 
execute the Office of President of the 
United States, and will to the best of 
my ability preserve, protect and de-
fend the Constitution of the United 
States.” There is a widely-held belief 
that George Washington added the 
words “so help me God” at his first 
inauguration, and that he has been 
copied in every inauguration since. 
But the suit asserts that there is no re-
cord of this other than a claim made 
65 years after the fact, on the basis of 
a recollection by Washington Irving, 
who was six years old at the time and 

standing too far away to hear. The 
first use of “so help me God’ that can 
be verified was the 1881 inauguration 
of Chester Allen Arthur. It was then 
used sporadically after that, and con-
tinuously only since 1933. The courts 
are often deferential to tradition, but 
this particular tradition is much more 
recent than its defenders claim. In 
fact, the practice directly violates the 
constitution, which specifies the oath 
without “so help me God.” 
    The Inauguration Committees 
scheduled two prayers for the event, 
an invocation by Rev. Rick Warren 
and a benediction by Rev. Joe Low-
ery. The selection of Rev. Warren is 

particularly offensive, as 
Warren has said that “I 
could not vote for an Athe-
ist because an Atheist says 
“I don’t need God.” The 
Supreme Court, in Marsh v. 

Chambers, has upheld prayers to open 
sessions of Congress because it is a 
separate branch of government, co-
equal with the courts, and solely re-
sponsible for the conduct of its busi-
ness. Newdow et al argued that the 
precedent that should govern this case 
is instead Lee v. Weisman, which held 
that “invocations and benedictions, 
even so-called nonsectarian ones … 
creat[e] an identification of govern-
mental power with religious practice,
endors[e] religion, and violat[e] the 
Establishment Clause.” 
    A conflicting precedent holds that 
“acknowledgements” of God are a 
“ceremonial deism” that do not vio-
late the Establishment Clause because 
they “serve, in the only ways reasona-
bly possible in our culture, the legiti-
mate secular purposes of solemnizing 
public occasions, expressing confi-
dence in the future, and encouraging 
the recognition of what is worthy of 
appreciation in society.” The plaintiffs 
have the burden to disprove these 
claims. The suit demonstrates clearly 

(Continued on page 18) 

News & Notes 

Justice Scalia has even written in a 
SCOTUS dissent that the constitution 

“permits the disregard of devout Atheists.” 
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by Steve Petersen 
 In January James Zimmerman led a 
panel discussion with members 
Crystal Dervetski, Keith Loder-
meier, and Ryan Sutter on Argu-
ments for Believing in God.  In the 
first program they discussed The 
Universe and Logic and on the sec-
ond program they reviewed the 
Holy Books. If you would like to 
help on the cable program or spon-
sor the show on your cable access 
station or have ideas for a future 
program please contact me at 
chair@mnatheists.org. 
 

Cable Crew:  Art Anderson, Brett 

Stembridge, Shirley Moll, Steve Pe-
tersen, George Kane, Todd Erick-
son, and Grant Hermanson. 
Podcasts: MinnesotaAtheists.org.  
Made possible by Grant Herman-
son. 
 

Cable Schedule 
Burnsville/Eagan Community Televi-
sion: Channel 14. Check their web site 
www.bect.tv for day and times. Spon-
sor: Kevin Hardisty. 
Bloomington:  Channel 16.  Monday 
9:30 p.m., Tuesday 5:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.  Sponsors: David and Joanne 
Beardsley. 
Minneapolis:  Channel 17.  Saturday 
8:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Steve Petersen. 
Rochester:  Channel 10.  Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 7:30 p.m.  
Sponsor: Jim Salutz. 

Roseville, Shoreview, Arden Hills, 
North Oaks, Little Canada, Falcon 
Heights, Lauderdale, Mounds View, 
New Brighton: Channel 14.  Wednes-
day 10:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Steve Peter-
sen. 
St. Cloud:  Channel 12.  Thursday 8:30 
p.m.  Sponsor: Jack Richter. 
Stillwater:  Channel 16.  Tuesday 7:00 
p.m. and Wednesday 9:00 a.m.  Spon-
sor: Lee Salisbury. 
South Washington County:  Channel 
14.  Tuesday 7:00 p.m.  Sponsor: Ra-
leigh Nelson. 
White Bear Lake, Hugo, Lake Elmo, 
Mahtomedi, Maplewood, North St. 
Paul, Oakdale, Vadnais Heights:  
Channel 15.  Saturday 7:30 p.m.  Spon-
sor: Michael Seliga. 

Cable Report 

From left: Ryan Sutter, Crystal Dervetski, 
Keith Lodermeier and James Zimmerman. 

by Mike Haubrich  
Director, Atheist Talk Radio Show 

 
I appreciate that August has shown 
the confidence in me to turn over the 
directing and scheduling duties to me.  
I wish to salute August for the hard 
work he has done in building this pro-
ject.  I think our shows are getting 
stronger by the month.  
        Stephanie Zvan is now the regu-
lar host, and I will remain as the 
backup host.  In recent shows we have 
had science discussions with Perry 
Hackett and PZ Myers on the top life 
science stories of 2008; we have had 
Michael Newdow on to explain the 

suit to enjoin Chief Justice Roberts 
from appending “so help you god” 
from the inaugural oath and we had 
Dan Barker on the show to talk about 
his new book Godless. It was a pleas-
ure for me to meet Dan and Perry in 
person and that is one of the benefits I 
take from being on the show. 
     Todd Allen Gates, finally, got his 
full show as we had two previous ap-
pearances cut short or cut out because 
of technical difficulties.  Please listen 
to upcoming shows, as we will have 
shows on living morally as atheists, 
the humanism of Star Trek and a spe-
cial show discussing Darwin and the 
Bell Museum.  We are trying to 
schedule Richard Dawkins for the 
March 1 show. 
     For the remainder of this contract 

with KTNF, all of our sponsors re-
newed their contracts, but we appreci-
ate further donations as sponsors 
don’t cover all of the costs.  I have 
proposed an incentive for donations, 
and I think it is very special. 
     If you would like to dedicate an 
entire show to a special person, all 
you need to do is donate $175.00 to 
the radio fund.   We will announce the 
dedication during the show, and it is 
similar to a fundraising technique 
used for Minnesota Public Radio.  It's 
a great way to tell someone you really 
think highly of them. 
        Planning is still in the works for 
where we will take the show when the 
current six month contract ends.  
More details as we start to solidify our 
blueprint. 

Radio Report 
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If you're a 
woman 
and 
you're 
reading 
this, 

chances are you're a skeptical and 
thinking person.  I'd like you to 
seriously take a moment and con-
gratulate yourself.  Give yourself a 
pat on the back, and just soak the 
moment in:  You are a woman, 
and you are rational. 

     It's not that I have a de-
sire to leave the men out, but you 
have to admit, there are not many 
women around when it comes to 
atheism.  (Don't stop reading guys, 
as you're as much involved in this as 
any female!)  I've had the chance to 
talk with some great women and 
men about this reality, and I feel I've 
come up with a few of the reasons 
that there aren't as many gals, and 
what we can do to shift the balance. 
     Sexism from both genders holds 
us back.  As females we are taught 
that it isn't very 'feminine' to vocalize 
our opinions, especially opinions that 
the majority may not find pleasant.  
We are most often taught from a 
young age that to be attractive we 
need to be quiet and agreeable.  
Also, there's always the concern, as a 
thinking person, that if we let too 
much of our femininity show we will 
not be taken seriously; we must be 
manly to be powerful.  But hey, let's 
face it, whether we look like an old 
hag or Carmen Electra, there will al-
ways come a time when someone's 
in line to put us down.  The sad part 
of this is that so often it's women 
hating other women, when we 
should instead be banding together.  
So ladies and gents, next time you 

think about chopping someone down 
based on their appearance or man-
nerisms, try to think again.  Embrace 
all kinds of women and understand 
that being feminine takes many 
forms.   
     Another key element to women 
being held back in skepticism is we 
are taught that to be critical of some-
thing is wrong.  This seems to be at 
least partially due to the fact that the 
word 'critical' almost always takes on 
it's first, most well known definition:  
“inclined to find fault or to judge 
with severity”.  We need to help re-
establish that being critical has an-
other meaning, “involving skillful 
judgment as to truth, merit”.  People 
of both sexes need to do their part to 
show others that 'critical' does not 
have to mean rude, stubborn, or 
judgmental. 
     Although you really do need to 
think things through before you 
speak, of course, 
do not be afraid 
to state your opin-
ion concerning 
matters great and 
small.  This is an-
other area where 
so many people 
can be held back.  
Your opinion is 
valid!  You do 
not have to be a 
biblical scholar to 
talk about the bi-
ble.  You do not 
have to be the 
greatest writer in 
the world to share 
your feelings.  
(Hello, I think I'm 
a good case in 
point on that 
one!)  We need to 

get over it and stop being afraid of 
sharing, or of looking inadequate in 
others' eyes.  We are all more than 
adequate, and whatever we have to 
give to further the cause of atheism, 
we need to be up front and center 
sharing it with one another and the 
rest of society. 
     Be out and proud of who you are 
whenever you can.  When more 
women are out about their atheism, it 
will help other women to be confi-
dent in their views.  And when that 
gender shift starts to happen, all of 
the single atheist men and women 
will have us to thank when they find 
their life partner at one of our events. 
     There are many more reasons for 
a shortage of atheist women, what 
are your thoughts and ideas on it?  
Email astrocomfy@hotmail.com, or 
join the discussion on the MNA 
online forum.   

The Sunny Skeptic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crystal Dervetski 

Atheist Dating and Relating: 
 

Where are all of the Atheist Women? 
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By Eric Jayne 
In the last decade of the 19th century, 
when the Golden Age of Freethought 
was at its peak, Francis Bellamy wrote 
the Pledge of Allegiance shortly after 
his tenure as a Baptist minister. It was 
published in the periodical The Youth's 
Companion as part of an 1892 celebra-
tion of the 400th anniversary of Co-
lumbus discovering America. It read: 
“I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the 
Republic for which it stands, one na-
tion, indivisible, with liberty and jus-
tice for all.” 
     Fast forward 60 years later. A Cold 
War between the United States 
and Soviet Union was intensify-
ing. Our nation was saturated in 
Red Scare paranoia. Entertain-
ers, public officers, and other 
American citizens were blacklisted and 
investigated by Senator Joseph 
McCarthy (R- Wisconsin) which ru-
ined the lives and careers of innocent 
Americans. 
     While Sen. McCarthy was gaining 
support for his fanatical Orwellian ef-
forts some of his Catholic brethren had 
another plan in the works to officially 
alter the Pledge. The "Knights of Co-
lumbus", a conservative Catholic or-
ganization, added the words "under 
God" to the Pledge and recited the re-
vised version before their fraternal 
meetings. After lobbying Washington 
policymakers Congress, eager to set 
our nation apart from godless commu-
nists, sent a bill to President Eisen-
hower to insert "under God" to the 
Pledge. Upon signing the bill into law 
in 1954 Eisenhower said, "From this 
day forward, the millions of our school 
children will daily proclaim in every 
city and town, every village and rural 
schoolhouse, the dedication of our na-
tion and our people to the Almighty." 
     If the Golden Age of Freethought 
wasn't yet dead, it seemed to die when 
the President of the United States en-
dorsed the Catholic-altered Pledge as 

the established version to be recited by 
children, school boards, and other pub-
licly funded institutions. It's very trou-
bling that less than 200 years after the 
Framers of the Constitution purpose-
fully left God out of our nation's sa-
cred legal document, lawmakers de-
creed the Judeo-Christian god as our 
quasi-emperor. 
     There have been two significant 
legal challenges against the Pledge that 
made it to the Supreme Court, includ-
ing the recent Elk Grove Unified 
School District v. Newdow (2004). In 
this case Michael Newdow sued his 

daughter's public school district over 
the daily practice of reciting "one na-
tion under God" in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. After the United States Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals declared the 
school district's practice of leading 
children to say "under God" as uncon-
stitutional, the Supreme Court over-
ruled the decision in 2004, citing that 
Newdow (divorced from his wife) did-
n't have custodial rights of his daugh-
ter. 
     My own children have been, and 
continue to be, subjected to this reli-
gious ritual in their public school in 
spite of both my wife's and my pas-
sionate objection. However, we should 
all be disturbed that a tax-payer funded 
public institution has the legal author-
ity to indoctrinate children to believe 
that a monotheistic god presides over 
our nation--a democratic republic 
made up of different beliefs in gods, 
creeds, and theologies. It's important to 
notice the capital "G" in "under God" 
because only the Judeo-Christian god 
is referred to as capital "G" "God"; 
therefore, our government has en-
dorsed one god and limited the spec-
trum of beliefs that can be applied to 

the meaning "under God". 
     With the influx of diverse cultures--
representing many different beliefs--
immigrating to the United States, it's 
extremely important to make the secu-
lar nature of our nation's history and 
principles clear; all of which is elo-
quently laid out in our purposefully 
godless Constitution. Many of these 
new citizens come from cultures where 
religion is blended with government. If 
their children are raised to accept this 
unhealthy blend at home, and have this 
notion unabashedly supported at 
school by daily recitals claiming the 
United States is a "nation under God", 
then it stands to reason that the United 
States could evolve more undemo-
cratic elements of theocracy that are all 
too common in places like Iran and 

Saudi Arabia. 
     In the interest of justice for 
all citizens of the United States, 
and religious freedom unim-
peded by government infringe-

ment, the proverbial wall between 
church and state needs to be tall, thick, 
and protected. This is a Jeffersonian 
principle that serves the best interests 
all America.  
     For six decades young and impres-
sionable American children have been 
led to recite the Pledge of Allegiance 
that declares they live in a "nation un-
der God". Instructing our children to 
step out into the hallway every morn-
ing, segregating themselves from their 
peers and teachers, is not a solution. 
That only makes matters worse by set-
ting them up for ostracism and social 
persecution. We need to fight the un-
reasonable arguments keeping "under 
God" in the Pledge. We need to fight 
for policy change. We need to rally 
around this meaningful cause and mo-
bilize inter- and intra- organizational 
support. 
     In her exceptional book, Freethink-
ers: A History of American Secular-
ism, Susan Jacoby challenges atheists 
and freethinkers to rally around com-
mon causes. I can't think of a more 
common and timely cause to rally 
around than this. 

The Pledge of Allegiance Can't 
Wait Any Longer for a Remedy 

...lawmakers decreed the Judeo-
Christian god as our quasi-emperor. 



More Woo 
By Vic Tanner 
 

Irrational beliefs are much more com-
mon than many people think and they 
can be a major handicap. They can 
lead to dysfunctional behavior and 
keep us from living satisfying and ful-
filling lives. But, of course, they can 
also be fun. I'm a big fan of them. Not 
of believing in them, of course, but I 
love hearing about them. Bigfoot 
sightings and UFOs were both a huge 
part of my childhood. I really thought 
that “In Search Of” was the greatest 
show ever on television. For the life 
of me, I could not figure out how such 
a fantastic show ever got canceled. Of 
course, it did take me well into adult-
hood to figure out that people were 
actually taking this stuff seriously, but 
that was my own naivety, I guess. 
     Speaking of Bigfoot, here's a great 
story: Crystal and I were watching 
Monster Quest on the History Chan-
nel (yeah, I know! History Channel, 
why hath thou forsaken me?) and she 
told me about a neighbor of hers back 
in Wisconsin that sold real estate. He 
got the bright idea that if there was a 
Bigfoot sighting in the area, it might 
help to sell some houses. So he talked 
his son, who was 6'x5", into putting 
on a Bigfoot costume and walking 
across some roads. Hold on, it gets 
better. Within minutes of hearing this 
story, Monster Quest had a "Bigfoot 
Hunter" on the program. They flashed 
his name and location on the bottom 
of the screen, and Crystal blurted out, 
"Hey, that's were mom and dad live!" 
They play a little more and she says, 
“Oh my god, that was our neighbor! 
I'm glad he didn't get shot!” 
     The worst thing about Monster 
Quest, besides the fact that it's played 
on the History Channel, is that when-
ever I watch it I learn just how many 
people really take this stuff seriously. 
And, quite frankly, that takes the fun 
out of it. Instead of being able to 
laugh at a guy walking around in what 
must be a very hot costume, I start 

thinking about the Johnsons down the 
street scanning the horizon with a pair 
of binoculars, desperately waiting for 
Mr. Fuzzy Wuzzy to show up. I wish 
Bigfoot existed. I really do. After all, 
it would be one more hominid anthro-
pologists could study. But, unfortu-
nately, there just isn't any evidence 
for Bigfoot. Not one single solitary 
scrap of anything. Not a hair, not a 

pelt, not even Bigfoot urine sprayed 
on a tree. Yet the belief continues. Of 
course, I could be wrong. The Big-
foots might be hiding themselves by 
bending their auras so as to deflect the 
light around them. Or, perhaps the 
Bigfoots have contacted space aliens 
that have been hiding in Atlantis with 

(Continued on page 17) 
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By Vic Tanner 
 

Since Israel and the religions that 
formed there receive so much atten-
tion worldwide, it is odd to remem-
ber that it is one of the world's coun-
tries that we know least about histori-
cally. Not only has archaeological 
research been difficult to perform 
there until the later 20th century, but 
the history that we do know has been 
muddied by a literal reading of the 
Bible.  
     About a third of Americans be-
lieve in a literal interpretation of the 
Bible, and many more believe that 
some variation of the scriptures is 
true. Did the Exodus actually occur? 
Is it an exaggeration of an actual 
event? Were David and Solomon his-
torical figures? As atheists, most of 
us are biblical minimalists, but there 
has always been very little evidence 
on which to build any sort of a strong 
case. Slowly, however, the archaeo-
logical field work taking place in Is-
rael has been yielding results and we 
are now able to reconstruct a ‘new’ 
history of ancient Israel. The truth 
has finally emerged from the sand 
and rubble.  
     Israel Finkelstein is the director of 
Tel Aviv University's excavations at 
Megiddo while Neil Asher Silberman 
is a contributing editor of Archeology 
Magazine. In the introduction, the 
authors quote Roland de Vaux, who 
stated, “If the historical faith of Israel 

is not founded in history, such faith is 
erroneous.” This is very true. And 
since the books of the Hebrew Bible 
are the foundation of the entire 
Judeo-Christian canon, the deeds and 
philosophies of all later prophets, in-
cluding Jesus, have had the rug 
pulled out from underneath them.  
     The book is divided into three 
sections: Part one challenges the tra-
ditional history of the patriarchs and 
the conquest of Canaan. Part two ex-
plores the rise and fall of the North-
ern kingdom of Israel, and part three 
looks at the southern land of Judah 
and the composition of the Bible. 
There's no need to be a Biblical ex-
pert to read the book; the Old Testa-
ment stories are given a brief and 
readable synopsis before the evi-
dence is examined and the alternative 
hypothesis given. 
     For all the textual critics and de-
baters out there, this book gives am-
ple ammunition. The once thought 
‘glorious’ reigns of David and Solo-
mon have been shown to be little 
more than chiefdoms while Deuter-
onomy is shown to be nothing more 
than propaganda by King Josiah  in 
order to create national identity for 
Judah in the 7th century BCE. Finkel-
stein's archaeological work is the fi-
nal nail in the coffin of any form of 
Biblical literalism. It's enough to ac-
tually make reading the Bible enjoy-
able. 

Book  
Review 

The Bible Unearthed  
by Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher 
Silberman, Free Press, 400 pages 
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By Steve Petersen 
Founding and Life member David 
Irwin died on January 13, 2009.  He 
was 89.  David lived a long life 
highlighted with many accomplish-
ments.   
        David was born on January 1, 
1920 in Des Moines, Iowa; he 
served in the air corps during WWll, 
went to divinity school for two years 
and eventually realized he was an 
atheist.   
        From 1976 to 1984 he shared 
his life with his lover Dick Hewet-
son (a fellow Minnesota Atheist 
member).  Together they co-founded 
the Quatrefoil Library, dedicated to 
the collection and preservation of 
information about gay, lesbian, bi-
sexual, transgender and other sexual 
minorities (GLBT).  They started 
the library with their own collection 
of 1,500 books relating to homo-
sexuality.  In 1986 Matt Stark, also a 
Minnesota Atheists member and di-
rector of the Minnesota Civil Liber-
ties Union (MCLU), rented them 
space in the MCLU building to dis-
play their books.  The library never 
looked back.  This is only one of 
three such lending libraries in the 
country dedicated to GLBT is-
sues.  It is open to the public daily 
and has educated the public and 
saved many GLBT lives over the 
years.  

        The first part of 
David's life was that of a 
gay man trying to live as 
a straight man.  He mar-
ried his high school 
sweetheart, a woman, and 
had two children.  This 
was in the 1940s and after 
a few years they di-
vorced. David lived as a 
closeted gay man until the 
start of the Quatrefoil li-
brary.  When the public 
announcement of the library was 
made, he used this as an opportunity 
to let his family know about his 
sexuality.  The reaction was 

mixed.  His two children rejected 
him. Others reacted with love and 
understanding. For two of his family 
members, who David cared for 
deeply, it was a non event.  After 
that David and Dick came out to the 
GLBT community as atheists.  But 
they still had more educating to 
do.  They both have won awards for 
their work founding the Quatrefoil 
where they always mentioned their 
association with Minnesota Athe-
ists.   
        David and Dick separated, but 
worked together on the library and 
remained good friends.  David was 
an avid book reader. He played 
Bridge as often as possible and was 
a regular at the Quatrefoil.  His leg-

acy is he lived his life to 
its fullest and he eventu-
ally freed himself from 
the shackles of society 
conformity and used his 
experience to make a dif-
ference for the lives of 
others.  The world is a 
better place because of 
David.  We were honored 
to have him as a mem-
ber.  Memorials are re-
quested for the Quatre-

foil Library, 1619 Dayton Ave., 
Suite 105, St. Paul, MN 55104 (651) 
641-0969.  www.quatrefoillibrary.
org. 

In memorium 

David Irwin dies 

David Irwin 1920 — 2009 

Dick Hewetson 

(Continued from page 16) 
their psychic abilities, and the aliens 
have given them safe haven in some 
off world refuge. Is the world ready to 
know? 
     My stance in the quasi-fun goofy 
monster myths is essentially the same 
as my stance on religion. I'm not 
really opposed to it, just to the belief 
in it. I understand the sense of com-
munity and the aspects of the psycho-
drama; the acting out of the stories; 

the call and response of certain 
prayers. I'm sure it can all be very edi-
fying. But anyone that strives to be 
intellectually honest has to know that 
it's all make-believe. I really do think 
that if people could go to church and 
dance around and speak in tongues 
and then, at the end of the service, 
brush themselves off, go home, and 
forget about it, the world would be a 
better place. People wouldn't be so 
dogmatic of their belief systems if 

they didn't think they were infallible. 
The happiest people seem to be ones 
that can distance themselves from 
their beliefs and look at them objec-
tively. 
     After all, as we are all aware, there 
isn't any actual evidence of any reli-
gious claims. Not one single strand of 
God's hair has ever been found. Nor 
any God urine sprayed on a tree. 



(Continued from page 12) 
that the “real meaning” is that atheists 
are so “inferior and degraded” that 
their religious views warrant no re-
spect. Justice Scalia has even written 
in a SCOTUS dissent that the consti-
tution “permits the disregard of de-
vout Atheists.” 
    Newdow asserted that the Invoca-
tion and Benediction violates the Es-
tablishment Clause of the First 
Amendment, while appending “so 
help me God” to the presidential oath 
of office violates the Establishment 
Clause, the Free Exercise Clause, the 
Due Process Clause of the Fifth 
Amendment, the Religious Freedom 
Restoration Act and the public policy 

stated by the Inauguration committees 
to unite the nation. 
    Judge Walton is allowing the suit to 
proceed, although he dismissed the 
request for a temporary injunction, 
ruling that he did not have the power 
to prevent Obama from making such 
references or inviting ministers on 
stage to offer prayers. Walton wrote 
that the plaintiffs failed to show any 
concrete “harm” that would result 
from allowing the prayers or “so help 
me god” to be said. Newdow et al dis-
agree, claiming that the defendants 
are acting in concert to worsen the 
condition of Plaintiffs by identifying 
the government with god-belief. 
    In his inaugural address, Barack 

Obama did toss one sop to atheists, a 
mention of ‘nonbelievers’ in a list of 
faith groups represented in America.  
But he ended his speech with a ring-
ing “God bless you and God bless the 
United States of America.”  Clearly 
he feels no personal constraint against 
glorifying his god at government 
events.  But perhaps, unlike his prede-
cessor, he can be educated. 
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Answer  to Freethought Crypto-
gram 

 
‘Philosophy’ is questions that may 
never be answered. ‘Religion’ is an-
swers that may never be questioned. 

(Continued from page 7) 
the same position as the Nazis, com-
manding genocide, and asserting ab-
solute authority to require everyone 
to comply. Do we not all admire and 
support the humanitarians who defied 
the Nazis and saved Jewish lives? 
How do we then not recognize the 
morality of any Hebrew soldiers who 
refused to participate in the genocide 
of the Midianites? 
    So although God may declare some 
ethical rule to be obligatory on man, 
from his perspective, – that is, he will 
punish any violation – a valid moral 
obligation from the human perspec-
tive may be to disobey or violate that 
declaration. 
    But if divine command ethics does 
not work, can there be any system of 
ethics that makes any claim to obliga-
tion? I’ve frequently heard the argu-
ment that if there are no rules defined 
by a law-giver god, then everybody is 
free to make his own rules. Murder, 
mayhem and rape will be unre-
strained, and the only universal 
guides to conduct will be “Do what is 
in your selfish interest. Do the things 
that you like. Do whatever feels good. 
Whenever there is any question, the 
final determination will be made by 
the people who are most powerful.” 
    But in fact, we all think that such a 

world would not be a very nice one to 
live in. Morality has a very practical 
justification, that if everyone follows 
certain rules, we will all be better off. 
This is the idea behind the social con-
tract. It is a social and evolutionary 
fact that every time people come to-
gether in a community, they under-
take the norming of acceptable be-
haviors.  
    A standard objection to basing 
moral judgments upon consequences 
is that we can never derive ‘should’ 
statements, that is, statements of eth-
ics, from ‘is’ statements, or condi-
tions of fact. In order to create an ob-
ligation we first must establish a 
value. Objective moral value can be 
justified in several ways that are com-
patible with atheism. 
    Recognizing that the evolutionary 
function of morality is to promote the 
survival and flourishing of our spe-
cies, some conclude that the principle 
underlying all ethical reasoning is 
that we should promote the greatest 
total benefit to society. That is the 
justification for utilitarianism. That is, 
that one should always act to bring 
about the greatest balance of total 
benefit over harm.. 
    I stated in my introduction that to-
night’s resolution presumes the exis-
tence of an unverifiable supernatural 

god. Atheists find the arguments for 
the existence of a god to be uncon-
vincing, and therefore too insubstan-
tial a foundation for social morality. 
    Sometimes we hear attempts to 
prove the existence of god from eth-
ics. They go like this: “There can 
only be objective moral laws if there 
is a law-giver god. We know that 
there are objective, universal moral 
laws, because we all agree that geno-
cide and rape are wrong. Therefore, 
there is a god.” 
    This argument is a rhetorical trap. 
If we deny the universality of moral 
laws, as we should, our opponent will 
feign shock: “Do you mean that you 
think genocide can be a good thing? 
Are you saying that sometimes we 
should commit rape?” 
    In truth, these things are not bad 
because a god declared them to be 
moral absolutes, but only in conse-
quence of the harm that they cause in 
peoples’ lives. And I propose that this 
analysis of consequences, coupled 
with logical consistency, is the best 
foundation for social morality, as it 
will lead to a higher quality of life for 
everyone than relying on the moral 
biases of an ancient society in the 
guise of divine declarations. 
An audio recording of the debate will 
soon be posted on mnatheists.org. 
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Sundays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Atheist/
Agnostic AA, 3249 Hennepin Ave. S., 
#55 (Men’s Center, in the basement) 
Minneapolis, Open to men and women.  
FFI: tcAgnostic@gmail.com 
 
3rd Sunday, 1-3:30 p.m.,  Minnesota 
Atheists monthly meeting.  Steve Peter-
sen, 651-484-9277 
 
Every Sunday, 10:30 - noon,  
Brunch Social.  Q.Cumbers, 7465 France 
Avenue South,| Edina.  Bring your AWE 
for a $2 discount. 
 
5th Sunday, Fundraiser Dinner for 
Building Fund.  Price: $6.66. (June, Au-
gust, November 2008) 
 
1st and 3rd Monday,  6 p.m., Freethought 
Toastmasters Club.  Larpenteur Estates 
apartment complex, 1280 Larpenteur 
Ave. W., St. Paul.  (Park directly in back 
and follow sidewalk to Party Room.)  
Roger Belfay, (651) 222-2782 or George 
Kane, nup@Minn.net. 
 

2nd and 4th Monday, 5-7 p.m.,  Dinner 
Social.  Davanni’s Restaurant, 2312 W. 
66th  Street (corner of Penn Ave. and 66th 
St.), Richfield, Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, 
(612) 866-6200. 
 
1st Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch Social. 
Old Country Buffet, Co. Road B2 be-
tween Snelling and Fairview, Roseville.  
Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, (612) 866-6200. 
 
3rd Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch So-
cial.  New China Buffet, 105 85th Ave. 
NW, Coon Rapids.  Bill Volna, (612) 
781-4273. 
 
4th Wednesday,  Meal and a Reel, Up-
town, Minneapolis (Hennepin Ave. and 
Lake St.) 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. movie.  
George Kane, nup@Minn.net.  Details in 
Atheists Weekly E-mail. 
 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., Campus Atheists, 
Skeptics and Humanists (CASH) See 
cashumn.org for program and location. 
 
  

1st Thursday, 6-9 p.m., “Atheists Talk” 
TV taping.  MTN, Studio A, 125 SE 
Main St., Minneapolis.  Steve Petersen, 
(651) 484-9277. 
 
 2nd Thursday, evening.  Rochester Area 
Freethinkers monthly get-together.  Bill 
Kass, hawthorn64@hotmail.com or (507) 
259-4237. 
 
 3rd Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Minnesota 
Atheists board meeting.  Location var-
ies.  Steve Petersen, 651-484-9277 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To sign up for Atheists Weekly 
E-mail (AWE), send a request to 
awe@mnatheists.org. 
 

To sign up for Minnesota Atheists 
Meetups, go to 
http://atheists.meetup.com/493. 

Things to do, places to go: A calendar for atheists 
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"...[W]e know that our patchwork heritage is a 
strength, not a weakness. We are a nation of 

Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus  
— and non-believers." 

-Barack Obama, 44th President of the United States, during his inaugural address, January 20, 2009 

 

“Atheists Talk” on Air America Minnesota radio! 
Sundays, 9-10 a.m. AM 950 radio or stream live at 

AirAmericaMinnesota.com/listen 


