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New Board 

       June 2009 

Former Minnesota Atheists President August Berk-
shire (above, left) received the "2009 Outstanding 
Humanist" award from the Scott Lohman, president 
of the Humanists of Minnesota, at their annual ban-
quet on April 25, 2009. The award was "In apprecia-
tion of your dedication to the ideals of humanism, 
and to the leadership and service you have pro-
vided." 
Congratulations, August! 

 

New Award 

Due to a recent vacancy of a director-at-
large position on the Minnesota Atheists 
Board of Directors, the board has nomi-
nated Victor Tanner (above) to be ap-
pointed to the vacant seat. A lifelong athe-
ist, Victor has been a member of Minne-
sota Atheists since March of 2008, and is 
on the Editorial Board of the MNA News-
letter. Victor has also contributed to the 
MNA website and assisted with many 
events. Victor is an assistant organizer of 
the Southern Minnesota Atheists Meet Up 
Group based in Mankato, Minnesota. Vic-
tor’s appointment will be ratified in Au-
gust. 
Congratulations, Victor! 
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ues through educational programs, social activities, 
and participation in public affairs. 
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American's who do not believe in 
any gods (we would call them athe-
ists, although they may not) are a 
large part of the population.  Some 
polls would say that there are more 
atheists in America than Mormons 
and Jews combined, however, we are 
either underrepresented, or our poli-
ticians are lying about their religious 
beliefs.  If nearly one in five of us 
are atheists, as some polls suggest, 
why are we treated as a much 
smaller minority?  Much of that has 
to do with numbers and organization. 
     Right now, across the country, 
atheist groups are scrambling to 
make themselves known to people 
who had no idea there was a group 
for them.  They are doing this 
through ad campaigns, websites and 
radio shows.  There are some who 
say that we are recruiting members 
to a hate group.  I would say people 
are willingly joining a hated 
group.  By being organized, by being 
a part of a group, whether as a dues 
paying member, or not, you are help-

ing.  The more you participate, the 
more you make others around you 
comfortable to be who you are with-
out fear, or shame.  We should not 
be afraid to say that we're going to a 
spaghetti dinner for Minnesota Athe-
ists on the weekend when a co-
worker asks us what we have 
planned. 
     Don't we live in a tolerant soci-
ety?  After all, we have the separa-
tion of church and state to protect 
atheists and the religious from inter-
ference from churches and the gov-
ernment.  We should be able to have 
an event in the public without fear of 
harassment, but we're not there 
yet.  As atheists, many of us are not 
interested in debating with the reli-
gious about the existence of God, the 
accuracy of the Bible, or whether Je-
sus rose from the dead.  However, 
simply by holding a sign with the 
Minnesota Atheists logo, you open 
yourself  up to harassment . 
     Jeannette Watland, Associate 
President for Minnesota Atheists, 

held a 
sign at the 
last Fly-
ing Spa-
g h e t t i 
M o n s t e r 
spaghett i 
dinner in 
Como Park to direct people to where 
the dinner was being held.  She was 
only out there for 20 minutes, maybe 
a few hundred cars drove by, but in 
that time she was called names, 
yelled at, honked at, told to, "stop 
proselytizing," and forced into de-
bates with people about the origin of 
the Universe.  Just for holding a sign. 
     By getting involved, by speaking 
out and standing out, you are helping 
to educate the public.  We live in a 
diverse community; however, our 
existence is hidden.  We are your 
neighbors, coworkers, friends and 
family.  We have morals and deal 
with the same problems in life as 
anyone else.  One quote Jeannette 
remembered from her experience 
was from a mother pushing her child 
in a stroller.  "What's that word 
mean, mommy?"  "Atheist?  That's a 
dirty word."  With your help, people 
will see that it isn't. 

President’s Column 
by Bjorn Watland Why Organize? 

Intergroup Secular Labor Day Picnic at 
Sechler Park 

Northfield, MN 
Sunday, September 6th, 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

 
More than 9 freethought groups from the Midwest will be coming to-
gether in secular solidarity to celebrate Labor Day weekend.  Potluck 
food, games, and a fossil hunting excursion are just a few of the 
events planned. MNA will be sponsoring a fundraiser: One day only 
Geocaching event in the park. GPS will be available for use so all can 
play.  More information will be available as the date draws near.  
Hope to see you there! 

Mark Your Calendars! 

You’re All  
Bloody Brilliant! 

 
Minnesota Atheists is proud to 
announce that since the start of 
our Donor Days at Memorial 
Blood Centers, we have donated a 
total of 63 pints of blood. Want to 
join the fun and circulate some 
secular blood?  RSVP on Meet 
Up to join us at our next Donor 
Days on Saturday, July 11th. 
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This article originally appeared in 
the May 22, 2009 issue of the Los 
Angeles Times in response to 
Charlotte Allen’s opinion piece 
entitled “Atheist: No God, no rea-
son, just whining”.  He article ap-
peared in the May 17 edition of the 
same periodical, and can be viewed 
at:  
h t tp: / /www. la t imes . com/news/
opinion/commentary/la-oe-
allen17-2009may17%2C0%
2C491082.story 
 
Charlotte Allen is very, very 
angry with us atheists -- that's 
the only conclusion that can be 
drawn from her furious broadside in 
The Times on May 17. She can't 
stand us; we're unpopular; we're a 
problem. What, exactly, is the great-
est crime of modern atheists? 
     We're boring. 
     I can't actually argue with that. 
It's true. We're all just ordinary peo-
ple -- your neighbors, your friends, 
your relatives. I know atheists who 
are accountants, real estate agents, 
schoolteachers, lawyers, soldiers, 
journalists, even ministers (but don't 
tell their congregations!). Our lead-
ing lights are college professors, sci-
entists, philosophers, theologians and 
other such pedantic, scholarly riff-
raff. For entertainment, they read 
books, and if they want to do some-

thing ambitious and dramatic, they 
write books. I'm one of them, so trust 
me, I know -- we don't exactly live 
the James Bond lifestyle. Calling us 
boring is a fair cop. 
     But still -- why would anyone get 
angry about that? I find myself bored 
witless by games of chance, but I 
don't write irate letters condemning 
all card players and demanding the 
immediate shuttering of all casinos.      

I'm afraid I don't believe Allen. 
There are other motivations behind 
her denunciations, and they aren't as 
simple as that she finds us boring. 
     She should drop the pretense that 
the objectionable part of our charac-
ter is our lack of excitement. What 
really annoys Allen is that in our 
books, blogs and media appearances, 
we challenge religious preconcep-
tions. That's all we do. It's admittedly 
not exactly a roller-coaster ride of 
thrills, but it does annoy the supersti-
tious and the fervent true believers in 
things unseen and unevidenced. We 
are also, admittedly, often abrasive 
in being outspoken critics of reli-
gious dogma, but it's also very hard 
to restrain our laughter and contempt 

when we see the spectacle of god-
belief in full flower. 
     We witness many people who 
proudly declare that the Earth was 
created 6,000 years ago, roughly 
9,000 years after the domestication 
of dogs, 5,000 years after the found-
ing of Jericho and contemporaneous 
with the invention of the plow. They 
cling to these beliefs despite contra-
dictions with history, let alone phys-

ics, geology and biology, be-
cause they believe the Bible is 
a literal history and science 
text. We find much to ridicule 
in these peculiarly unreal 
ideas. 

     We live in a world where the ma-
jority of the population are quite 
convinced that they have a direct 
pipeline to an omnipotent, omnis-
cient being who has told them ex-
actly how to live and what is right 
and wrong, and has spelled out his 
divine will in holy books. Unfortu-
nately, there are many holy books, 
and they all disagree with each other, 
and of all these multitudes claiming 
possession of such a potent source of 
information, we similarly see wide-
spread disagreement. This god seems 
to be an exceptionally unreliable ora-
cle -- most of what he has suppos-
edly said is wrong. We atheists do  
 

(Continued on page 14)           

“We live in a world where the majority 
of the population are quite convinced 
that they have a direct pipeline to an 

omnipotent, omniscient being.” 

                                                                                               
Why is Charlotte Allen so 

Mad at Atheists? 
 

PZ Myers 
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In the many books I have reviewed 
in the Newsletter the focus has been 
on religion and atheism.  They were 
excellent books that challenged our 
thinking about how we confronted 
our religion and became atheists. 
     At the base of this is the problem 
of communication and understanding 
others.  The others we come to know 
represent diverse cultures. Geert 
Hofstede, an international authority 
on cross cultural social psychology, 
has done significant research in the 
field of culture and communication.  
In his research, he has been able to 
establish the need for educating peo-
ple on the differences in culture and 
the difference it makes in communi-
cation.  
     Brooks Peterson has addressed 
the concern for educating people 
about culture in his book, Cultural 
Intelligence.  The book is divided 
into six parts and each deals with a 
basic question of culture and com-
munication.  Part 1 answers the ques-
tion, ‘what is culture?,’ Part 2 asks 
us why an awareness of culture is 
important in daily life, Part 3 ad-
dresses the question, ‘what is cul-
tural intelligence?’, Part 4 focuses on 
how you apply cultural intelligence 
in everyday life, Part 5 explores what 
your cultural style is, and Part 6 sug-
gests how we can increase our cul-
tural intelligence. 
     Peterson defines culture as, “the 
relatively stable set of inner values 
and beliefs generally held by groups 
of people in countries or regions and 
the noticeable impact those values 
and beliefs have on the peoples’ out-
ward behaviors and environment.”  

However, he encourages us to define 
culture in our own terms.  For the 
atheists, we daily encounter a culture 
of believers in a god or gods.  Some 
of us have left that cultural system 
behind; it is not easy to shed your 
culture for a new one.  The under-
standing of the ‘tip-of-the-iceberg 
culture is relatively easy.  We ob-
serve every day the practical conse-
quences of that information upon us. 
     Our senses perceive the cultural 
elements of language, food, popula-
tion, gestures, eye contact, and music 
in our environment.  However, our 
filters alter the basic meaning of any-
thing we perceive.  It is obvious, but 
too often we fail to consider what is 
before us.  Peterson goes on to iden-
tify the bottom-of-the-iceberg val-
ues.  These are not the physical that 
can be observed, but are those that 
are expressed in how we treat time, 
relate importance of work, present 
our communication, etc...  The bot-
tom of this iceberg is the foundation 
for what we perceive at the top.  For 
example, as an atheist we place a 
greater value on science and that in 
turn affects how our five senses 
evaluate the information we receive.  
A theologically based value system 
might view population in terms of 
souls saved and not as mouths fed.  
The book does not address issues of 
religion and atheism; however, his 
presentation on communication and 
cultural analysis applies to those per-
spectives.  The reader needs to draw 
his or her own conclusions in this 
application of the book.  However, if 
“cultural values are principles or 
qualities that a group of people will 

tend to see as good or right or worth-
while,” we are directly involved with 
religion as value. The Purpose 
Driven Life is an example of a Chris-
tian value system at work.  It repre-
sents a cultural point of view. 
     The CQ (cultural intelligence) 
you have reflects your “ability to en-
gage in a set of behaviors that uses 
skills (i.e., language or interpersonal 
skills) and qualities (e.g., tolerance 
for ambiguity, flexibility) that are 
tuned appropriately to the culture-
based values and attitudes of the 
people with whom one interacts.” 
     As upsetting as may be for people 
of different cultures to interact, it is 
fundamental for change and growth 
that we come to understand the other 
person and their culture. 
     We start with our own cultural 
style.  Brooks Peterson addresses the 
means of assessment and offers a test 
on l in e t o  a ccomp l i s h  t ha t 
(AcrossCultures.net).  Having as-
sessed your cultural style, the book 
will give you suggestions on how to 
increase your cultural intelligence.  
One of the first places to start is as-
sessing equality versus hierarchy re-
lationships.  When you are able to 
understand the balance between 
these two, you began to realize how 
to create equal relationships or inter-
act within hierarchical cultures.  
Next, we need to develop sensitivity 
toward communication that is direct 
or indirect.  Third, we need to recog-
nize that some cultural groups are 
individually based (atheists), while 
others value groups (e.g., Catholics).   
 

(Continued on page 13) 

                                                                                              Comments from the whip 
Book Review                                           Grant Steves   
Cultural Intelligence 

Brooks Peterson 
Intercultural Press , 2004 230 pages       
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The following statement was sent to us by Phil Duran, 
staff attorney for OutFront Minnesota, and was read by 
August Berkshire at our Minnesota Atheists’ Day of Rea-
son event. 
 
Welcome to today’s Day of Reason event!   
     OutFront Minnesota, the state’s largest organization 
working for equality for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender (GLBT) people, stands with you in honoring your 
theme of “separation of church and state leads to equality 
for all.” 
     There can be little doubt that the framers of the fed-
eral constitution, having experienced differential treat-
ment and oppression because of their religious beliefs, 
meant to assure that, in this country, the government 
would be open and accessible to all, regardless of one’s 
religious beliefs, if any.   
     These leaders recognized that a person’s beliefs re-
garding how – or whether – to worship should neither be 
imposed nor punished by the state.   
     Our history is replete with examples of incidents 
where people of minority religious views, including athe-
ists, have turned to our core constitutional principles for 
protection from those who believe their beliefs are the 
only valid beliefs, and are therefore entitled to govern-
ment endorsement at the expense of others.   
     Today, as our nation’s population grows ever-more 
diverse in so many ways, including in our religious be-
liefs, among the more controversial issues facing legisla-
tors, judges, and the public is the proper place in society 
for GLBT people and, particularly, same-sex couples.   
     At OutFront Minnesota, we recognize that, for many 
people, their opposition to full equality for GLBT people, 
including marriage equality, is motivated in part by their 
religious beliefs.   
     Many people draw on biblical passages or similar 
texts to declare that GLBT people are inherently im-
moral, and thus entitled to no protections in law.  Fre-
quently, such advocates conspicuously overlook other 
passages that may be inconvenient in modern times.   
     At the same time, many people of faith are supporting 
GLBT equality not despite their beliefs, but because 
those beliefs lead them to value the inherent worth and 
dignity of all people, including GLBT people.   
     In the end, what these religious texts or traditions 
mean is a matter best left to those who believe in them; 
the meanings cannot be dictated by the government, or 

our freedom of belief becomes a worthless notion. 
     That being said, in our modern democracy, govern-
ment does have an obligation to provide for the needs of 
all citizens, whether or not religious institutions object 
based solely on their own doctrines.   
     When it comes to marriage equality, for example, 
some religious believers maintain that marriage is an in-
stitution that comes from God and must be defined solely 
based on their understanding of God’s intent.   
     OutFront Minnesota does not purport to know the will 
of God, or whether there is a God, but we do believe that, 
as the Legislature itself has said, “marriage is a civil con-
tract.”  Its legal definition comes from “we, the people,” 
not from on high.   
     While we respect the very diverse, private beliefs of 
Minnesotans, we believe that issues of equality – includ-
ing equal treatment of all religious viewpoints – must be 
resolved by applying the secular principles that have 
served this country so well for over two centuries.  
     Like it or not, religious institutions can and do exhibit 
bias, but the government that we all support with our 
votes and taxes ought not.   
     We look forward to the day when reason prevails, and 

equality is a re-
ality for all 
Minnesotans. 

Day of Reason Statement from 
OutFront Minnesota 

Above: Grant Steves pointedly addresses the crowd on 
the benefits of separation of church and state. 



More photos from 
the Day of  
Reason... 

Left: Scott Lohman speaks on “The Promise of Hu-
manism.” Above: Bjorn Watland delivers the speech 

“Minnesota Atheists’ Support Separation.”. 



Above, left: Host Jack Caravela, caught here in the throes of a reli-
gious experience, speaks on the subject “Separation of Government 

and Religion Means Equal Rights for All.” 
Above, center: District Representative Dr. Phyllis Kahn (D-District 

59B) speaks on the importance of reason in government. 
Above right: George Kane discusses “Minnesota Atheists’ Policy Posi-

tions on Government and Religion.” 
Left: Crystal Dervetski presents the talk “God as a State of Law”. 

Below, center: Paul Heffron gives the presentation “Reason and Action 
vs. Faith and Prayer.” 

Below, right: Mike Haubrich disucsses “The Courts and Separation.” 

More photos 
from the Day of  

Reason... 



Above: Grant Steves shares his favorite scripture with the audience. 
Right: Ron Julien enlightens the audience on “Religious intolerance in 

America Prior to the U. S. Constitution”. 
Below, right: August Berkshire delivers the talk “Same Sex Civil Mar-

riage.” 
 

All Photos provided by Richard Trombley. 



    The photos you see on these pages 
are of the Robbinsdale Clinic (not 
affiliated with Planned Parenthood), 
and the house next door with the big 
Jesus on a cross which is owned by 
Pro-Life Ministries, and a house 
across the street, called the Robbins-
dale Women's Center which tries to 
attract women away from the Clinic 
and into their office so they can dis-
courage a woman from having an 
abortion.      
      There are six independent abor-
tion clinics in Minnesota.  The St. 
Paul Planned Parenthood clinic is the 
only Planned Parenthood clinic to 
perform abortions in Minnesota. On 
Jan. 22, 2009 a driver rammed his 
car into the front door of the St. Paul 
clinic several times.  The driver was 
arrested and charged with a fel-
ony.  No one was hurt, but it was re-
ported that when the police arrived, 
the man was praying and chanting. 

      Even though the Robbinsdale 
Clinic’s website states: "Please re-
member, while over 70% of Ameri-
cans believe in the right to choose, a 
small but vocal minority of narrow-
minded anti-abortion forces, could 
make a major impact on the threat to 
women's rights," a recent Gallup Poll 
reveals that only forty-two percent 
are pro-Choice, while fifty-one per-
cent identify themselves as anti-
Choice.  The statement on the 
Clinic’s website only lulls liberals 
into believing that nothing needs to 
be done and further goads conserva-
tives to demonstrate in front of the 
Robbinsdale Clinic every Saturday 
from eight to ten o’clock in the 
morning.  
     And if members of Minnesota 
Atheists choose not to do anything 
about the growing and demonstrative 

anti-Choice segment of our popula-
tion, it is conceivable that Gallup 
will reveal next year that 55% of 
Americans are anti- 
Choice.  When viewing US House 
and Senate races, nothing good can 
come of this. 
   The abortion issue exists because 
religious heterosexual males still 
view women as property. Members 
of the gay community are almost 
unanimous supporters of abortion 
rights.  Heterosexual males all over 
the world oppose women's right to 
privacy and the right to control their 
bodies.  So when a woman is raped 
in this country, the Catholic Church 
(an organization far more damaging 
than the Mafia) demands that the 
victim become a victim again by 
bringing the pregnancy to term.  The 
Church is assuming the right to reach 

into a woman's body and control the 
fetus.  An example of institutional-
ized rape. 
    Should members of Minnesota 
Atheists be involved on this issue? 
 
 

Love Thy Neighbor 

by Matthew Richardson 

[Editor’s note: some photos of 
the demonstrators’ signs were 
too graphic for publication.] 
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    Our Day 
of Reason 
celebration 
in the Ro-
tunda of 
the state 
C a p i t o l 
has made 

the first Thursday in May a landmark 
on our annual calendar. While on the 
steps outside the National Day of 
Prayer rally proclaimed the nation to 
be the exclusive property of funda-
mentalist evangelical Christianity, 
we stood in opposition to that mes-
sage, speaking for government that 
favors no religion over any other, for 
government that is strictly secular. 
    During a recent press conference 
in Turkey, President Obama said that 
“we do not consider ourselves a 
Christian nation or a Jewish nation 
or a Muslim nation. We consider 
ourselves a nation of citizens who 
are bound by ideals and a set of val-
ues.” The religious right political 
movement exists to oppose this vi-
sion of America, and will never 
abate its efforts to have government 
declare a privileged position for 
Christianity. So it comes as no sur-
prise that in May two bills were in-
troduced in Congress for this express 
purpose. 
    H. Res. 397 is a resubmission of 
last year’s bill that I wrote about in 
the February 2008 newsletter, to cre-
ate ‘America’s Spiritual Heritage 
Week.’ Last year H. Con. Res. 888 
died in the House Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform, 
as the committee spent most of the 
year taking testimony from baseball 
players who had been accused of 
taking steroids. This year it may re-
ceive more attention and favor from 
lawmakers, although the bill contains 
many outright misrepresentations of 

history. 
    H. Con. Res. 121 calls for Presi-
dent Obama to declare 2010 as “The 
National Year of the Bible.” Both 
bills have been referred to the House 
Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform, 
    The question is, what should we 
advocates for secular government do 
about these bills? Last year my Rep-
resentative, Betty McCollum, was on 
the committee. I wrote to her in op-
position to H. Con. Res. 888, and in 
the February 2008 edition of this 
newsletter urged others to do so. I 
asked Rep. McCollum to keep this 
bill in committee, but I received only 
a noncommittal reply months later, 
stating that if the bill came to a vote 
on the floor she would keep my com-
ments in mind. Clearly my carefully 
drafted letter had only been summa-
rily skimmed by the staffer who re-
sponded, and never reached Repre-
sentative McCollum’s attention. 
    This year there are no Minneso-
tans on the committee. The Secular 
Coalition for America provides an 
editable form email that it will send 
on request to your representative to 
oppose the ‘America’s Spiritual 
Heritage Week’ bill (http://action.
secular.org/t/5367/campaign.jsp?
campaign_KEY=27204), but at this 
writing has posted no mention of the 
‘The National Year of the Bible’ bill. 
If a campaign to personally lobby 
members of Congress is to be effec-
tive, it must not only be large, it 
must be consistent and sustained. 
    The secular movement is unques-
tionably gaining strength and mo-
mentum. The Freedom from Relig-
ion Foundation has surpassed 13,000 
members, the Secular Coalition for 
America has been formed to lobby 
Congress, and Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, 

American Atheists, and the Atheist 
Alliance International have all been 
expanding their activities. A glance 
at Atheist Weekly E-mail, which is 
distributed every Friday, shows that 
our own activities have grown explo-
sively, and that atheists are now a 
firmly established community. 
    But we cannot match the numbers 
of the Christian opponents of the 
wall of separation, so we cannot rest 
secure in the loyalty of any legisla-
tor. Campaigns to inundate them 
with phone calls, letters and emails 
seem futile, because staffers insulate 
them from constituent correspon-
dence, and because organizing athe-
ists is as likely as herding cats. But 
our greatest obstacle to influencing 
such legislation as H. Con. Res. 121 
and H. Res. 397 is that the Democ-
ratic Party considers us a completely 
secure constituency. 
    In December of 2007, the House 
passed by 372 to 9 a resolution ac-
knowledging “the religious and his-
torical importance of… the Christian 
faith; and the role of Christians and 
Christianity in the founding of the 
United States and in the formation of 
the western civilization.” Symbolic 
victories like this are enormously im-
portant to conservative Christians, 
and there are few Congressmen who 
are not eager to at least pay them lip 
service. But if we are ever to become 
an effective political force, even 
symbolic bills must be important to 
us, too. Atheists are often smug in 
the superiority of their ideas, as if the 
battle of public and political opinion 
were certain to fall in line with the 
conclusions of science and reason. It 
is more likely that this culture war 
will only be won when we want vic-
tory as much as the opponents of 
secularism. 

George Kane 

 

News and Notes 



No Churches Allowed 

by Eric Jayne  
 
In August 2008 I started working for 
a nonprofit agency that administers a 
federally funded early childhood 
education program serving low-
income families with children 3 and 
4 years old. I have the pleasure to 
work with families from all kinds of 
different cultural backgrounds in-
cluding many Somali Muslims. 
     The early childhood education 
program I work under mandates that 
monthly family events and education 
classes need to be offered to families 
enrolled throughout the year 
(nutrition workshop, financial liter-
acy, dinner, stories, etc.). The fami-
lies look forward to these events be-
cause there is valuable information, 
activities for kids, and socializing 
opportunities. However, many of the 
Somali Muslim families I work with 
are conspicuously missing when 
these events are held in churches. 

     When I had brought this to the 
attention of one of the staff members 
in charge of coordinating the events 
she seemed unable to make the con-
nection between the sparse Somali 
Muslim turnout and the Christian 
church venue. She said that the 
agency has always held family 
events in churches and nobody has 
ever complained to her. Needless to 
say, I was unsatisfied with her re-
sponse. 
     I felt that I needed to gain support 
so I mentioned it to one of the more 
empathetic, well-respected, and vet-
eran associates that works in the 
same department as me. She saw 
merit in my assertion and agreed that 
these events should no longer be 
held in churches so that we foster a 
welcoming environment for all of 
our families of all religious faith 
backgrounds, including those of us 
with no religious faith.  
     The following week we both per-
sonally asked a few of our Somali 
Muslim families if they are comfort-
able with recent family events being 
held in churches. A few said they 
have learned to acclimate, but others 
said they have refused to go. One of 
the classroom teachers told me that 

some of the Somali Muslim children 
cry because their parent’s decide not 
to go citing churches as the reason 
why.  
     After a month of discussions and 
building support in our department, 
the topic was brought to the attention 
of the Program Director, who is ulti-
mately in charge of decision making. 
Once she heard that some of our So-
mali Muslim families didn’t feel 
comfortable in churches and don’t 
attend for that reason, she became 
convinced that the monthly events 
should not be held in churches. 
Therefore, she argued, in order to 
serve the cultural needs of all of the 
families, only secular locations will 
be selected for future events. In spite 
of a couple mild protests from 
agency staff, the new policy, I’m 
very proud to say, is that churches 
will no longer be used for the pro-
gram’s monthly family events; and 
since the discussion took place at a 
well attended meeting a lot of the 
agency staff came to understand and 
agree with the rationale. 
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(Grant Steves, continued from page 5) 
 
The fourth dimension to improve 
on is the task versus the relation-
ships.  Some of us work best within 
a group that is concerned with in-
terpersonal relations.  Some of us 
are more task oriented and are less 
concerned with developing rela-
tionships.  The last concern is how 
we interact with the risk-takers ver-
sus the cautious.  Their approach 
must be equally valued and under-
stood.  The need in each case is to 
expand sensitivity and respect for 
other’s culture.    
     It is always to our advantage to 
understand culture and communica-
tion, and how we might improve on 
our understanding of both.  

May Meeting Review       by Crystal Dervetski 
 
On May 17, 2009, Chuck Samuelson, the Executive Director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of  Minnesota (ACLU MN) spoke at the Minne-
sota Atheists monthly meeting on the ACLU MN's current lawsuit against a 
charter school in Apple Valley known as TiZA.  Mr. Samuelson also en-
gaged the audience with other cases of separation of state and church issues, 
and a discussion of the difference between these matters in an urban vs. ru-
ral setting.   
     Mr. Samuelson was extremely knowledgeable, articulate, and personable.  
His speech was both informative and entertaining.  The presentation was an 
eye-opening event for atheists in regards to how even religious groups in the 
majority have also experienced discrimination in our state. 
      Minnesota Atheists should be proud to have had a balanced speaker like 
Mr. Samuelson, and his presentation solidifies MNA's reputation of having 
wonderful guest speakers present on a wide variety of topics and interests. 
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Believe every word it says, or dismiss it 
all as bunk, there is no question that the 
Judeo-Christian Bible is one of the most 
controversial and perplexing books ever 
compiled. Conservative Christians com-
monly claim that all events in it are fac-
tual, yet any attempt to study the true his-
toricity of the text is met with suspicion 
and cries of persecution by the True Be-
liever. Their position is a truly unfortu-
nate one, because critical analysis of the 
Bible is when it becomes truly interest-
ing. It allows us to unravel the mystery of 
who the Hebrews were and what goals 
they were attempting to achieve when 
writing their scriptures.   
     For the last hundred years, Biblical 
analysis has been the exclusive domain of 
scholars. Investigations into the stories 
take years and require a complex under-
standing of Hebrew language and culture. 
Richard Friedman, Professor of Jewish 
Civilization at the University of Califor-
nia San Diego, ignored the sneers of his 
academic brethren and wrote Who Wrote 
the Bible for a general audience, a feet 
that is sadly looked down upon in schol-
arly circles. Accessible non-theologically 
based Bible study is a resource that is 
badly needed in today's world. 
     The book describes in detail the Docu-
mentary Hypothesis, which is the leading 
theory about the construction of the Old 
Testament. An early version of the Docu-
mentary Hypothesis was first proposed 
by Richard Simons in 1688 when he no-
ticed the presence of “doublets”, stories 
that would be repeated in different areas 
of the Bible, often with variations of 
names and little else. This discovery 
caused him to doubt the traditional view 
that Moses wrote the fist five books of 
the Bible. His theory got him expelled 
from the Catholic Church and his book 
placed on the infamous “Index of Prohib-
ited Books”. The theory was rediscovered 
and expanded upon in the 19th century 
when the German Biblical scholar Julius 
Wellhausen formulated the modern ver-

sion of the theory. Who Wrote the Bible 
explains Wellhuasen's theory and clearly 
shows that the Bible is not the work of a 
single mind, but rather a patchwork quilt 
that was edited together into a single 
tome in order to preserve all of a nation's 
available religious documents.  
     For ease of reference, the different 
source material for the Bible is usually 
referred to by letters. The J source origi-
nated in the southern kingdom of Judah 
and features an anthropomorphic God 
that can walk on Earth and talks face to 
face with Moses and Abraham. The E 
source is from the northern kingdom of 
Israel. God is referred to as El, El Shadai, 
or Elohim and is closely tied to nature. 
The D source is concerned more with so-
ciological concerns than outright theol-
ogy. And the P, or Priestly source, fea-
tures a God of justice, and places a lot of 
attention on adherence to tradition. These 
works were sewn together by a final edi-
tor, most likely the prophet Ezra. 
     Friedman does disagree somewhat 
with Wellhausen's accepted theory. He 
believes he has evidence to show that the 
P source was composed during the reign 

of King Hezekiah (715-687BC) rather 
than the traditional date of 400BC, after 
the Babylonian exile. His argument 
makes sense to me and I believe he may 
be correct. The last original source, the D 
source (Deuteronomy through 2 Kings), 
is agreed upon as being composed under 
King Josiah (640-609BC). 
     Friedman's book itself reads very 
much like a mystery novel. He lets the 
identities of the authors unfold as he 
paints us a vivid picture of the theological 
battles that shaped the scriptures. The 
priests of ancient Israel: the Levites, the 
Priests of Shilo, Jeremiah (high priest 
under King Josiah): they all had agendas 
to push and these ideologies were more 
akin to political propaganda than any sort 
of divination. 
     The only criticism I can give is that 
Friedman may be giving a bit too much 
credence to the early history of Israel and 
the Exodus. This is would be because of 
the year the book was written, 1987. 
Since then there has been extensive ar-
chaeological exploration in the region 
between Egypt and Israel with zero evi-
(Tanner-continued on page 15)         

Freethought Cryptogram 
 

Io bg egf wgeajboz gtzaodxoa p Wczjafjpe  
 
epfjge gz p Yoijac epfjge gz p Rtadjr  
 
epfjge.  Io wgeajboz gtzaodxoa p epfjge gu  
 
wjfjkoea icg pzo qgteb qn jbopda peb p  
 
aof gu xpdtoa. 
 
-Mzoajboef Qpzpwv Gqprp 

                                                                                           Book Review                              Vic Tanner 
Who Wrote the Bible? 

Richard Eliot Friedman 
Intercultural Press , 2004 230 pages      
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as told by Matthew Richardson 
 
When I first met my new friend from 
Sierra Leone, we quickly got on to 
the subject of religion.  To make a 
point, he asked me to touch to my 
nose. 
     I looked at him without mov-
ing.  Insistently, he said again, "Point 
to your nose!" 
     So, I put my index finger on my 
nose. 
     Then he said, "Okay, now point 
to God." 
     Well, I didn't know where to put 
my index finger, so I dropped it back 
onto my lap.  Later into the evening, 
he described what African animist 
religions were, but before that, we 
further explored where "God" was. 
     People of all religions point up-
ward when they point to their invisi-
ble god.  My friend, Mr. Sa'id Forna, 
told me of the time he played a little 
intellectual joke on an American 
Chr i s t ia n a t  h is  p la ce of 
work.  Around noon, he asked his 
Christian friend the following: 

     "Earlier this morning you were 
describing your god of the Jews and 
Christians.  Where is your god 
now?" 
     The American Christian pointed 
straight up.  "God is in Heaven." 
"And you mentioned something 
about a lake of fire where evil souls 
suffer for eternity.  Where is that 
place?" 
     "Hades is down there," pointing 
to a place beyond his feet. 
"Ah, I see.  I will do my best to re-
member, but I may have to ask you 
again in case I forget.  These are new 
concepts to me." 
     “That's okay, when it comes to 
teaching others about the glory of 
God, I have unlimited patience." 
     "And before I forget, we are to 
meet later this evening for dinner at 
your favorite restaurant, right?" 
     "Yes.  I will be on time when I 
pick you up.  The restaurant, as I 
said before, is in Silver Spring, 
Maryland." 
     Mr. Forna's friend was on time 
and they got to the restaurant just be-

fore 8 pm.  They left about an hour 
later, went to a fashionable lounge 
and had a few German dark 
brews.  In a moment of silence, but 
while listening to background music, 
Mr. Forna suddenly knitted his 
brows. 
     "I knew it!  I forgot!  . . .  Please 
forgive me, but where did you say 
God was?" 
     His host, again, pointed upward. 
     Mr. Forna paused, then asked: 
"I don't understand.  Ten hours ago 
you pointed up and the sun was at its 
apex for the day.  But now the sun is 
below the horizon and a not-quite 
full moon is high in the sky.  If Ha-
des and Heaven are at fixed positions 
in the Universe, then God should be 
down there and Hades up there 
someplace." 
     His Christian friend was dumb-
founded and embarrassed--realizing 
that Mr. Forna was much more so-
phisticated than he imagined and 
probably has done this to many 
Christians before. 

God’s Location 

(PZ Myers—continued from page 4) 
take glee in pointing out God's lack 
of consistency, which I'm sure Allen 
finds irritating. 
     Contrary to Allen's claim that we 
aren't interested in criticizing the 
important elements of religious be-
lief, we are: We go right to the cen-
tral issue of whether there is a god 
or not. We're pretty certain that if 
there were an all-powerful being 
pulling the strings and shaping his-
tory for the benefit of human beings, 
the universe would look rather dif-

ferent than it does. It wouldn't be a 
place almost entirely inimical to our 
existence, with a history that reveals 
our existence was a fortunate result 
of a long chain of accidents tuned 
by natural selection. Most of the ar-
guments we've heard that try to rec-
oncile god and science seem to 
make God a subtle, invisible, unde-
tectable ghost who at best tickles the 
occasional subatomic particle when 
no one is looking. It seems rather 
obvious to us that if his works are 
undetectable, you have no grounds 

for telling us what he's been up to. 
     Allen requests that we atheists 
take religious belief seriously. We 
do; it's hard not to take seriously a 
bizarre collection of antiquated su-
perstitions that are furiously waved 
in our faces in our schools, on tele-
vision, in our politics and even on 
newspaper editorial pages. That we 
take the intellectually bankrupt be-
liefs of religion seriously is pre-
cisely why we do question it, and 
will continue to question it, in our 
boring way: by simply speaking out. 

(Tanner—continued from page 14) 
dence to support the historicity of the 
event. This doesn't damage Friedman's 
hypothesis, though, but it would be great 

to see a revision of the book that accounts 
for this. 
     Who Wrote the Bible is smartly writ-
ten, but still accessible to a general audi-

ence. An hour reading Friedman will ele-
vate any lay person's knowledge of the 
Bible way past the knowledge of a life-
time church-goer. Highly recommended. 



Cable Report 
by Steve Petersen  
 
In May, Grant Steves interviewed 
atheist and Buddhist Ted Meissner 
for two programs. In the first pro-
gram, titled “Buddhism Foundation,” 

they covered beliefs and history.  The 
second program discussed how a 
Buddhist views the world and the 
benefit of mediation in controlling 
diet and stress. They also covered the 
concept of Karma from and atheist 
perspective.   If you would like to 
help on the cable program or sponsor 
the program on your cable access sta-
tion or have ideas for a future pro-
gram please contact me at: 
spetersen175@comcast.org 
 
Cable Crew:  Art Anderson, Brett 
Stembridge, Shirley Moll, Steve Pe-
tersen, Wendy Steinberg and Grant 
Hermanson. 
 
 
Podcasts: MinnesotaAtheists.org.  
Made possible by Grant Hermanson. 
 

Cable Schedule: 
Burnsville / Eagan Community 
Television: Channel 14. Check their 
web site www.bect.tv for day and 
times. Sponsor: Kevin Hardisty. 
 

Bloomington:  Channel 16.  Monday 
9:30 p.m., Tuesday 5:30 a.m. and 
1:30 p.m.  Sponsors: David and 
Joanne Beardsley. 
 
Minneapolis:  Channel 17.  Saturday 
8:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Steve Petersen. 
 
Rochester:  Channel 10.  Tuesday, 
Wednesday & Thursday 7:30 p.m.  
Sponsor: Jim Salutz. 
 
Roseville, Shoreview, Arden Hills, 
North Oaks, Little Canada, Falcon  
Heights, Lauderdale, Mounds 
View, New Brighton: Channel 14.  
Wednesday 10:30 p.m.  Sponsor: 
Steve Petersen. 
 
St. Cloud:  Channel 12.  Thursday 
8:30 p.m.  Sponsor: Jack Richter. 
 

Financial Report (April & May) 
 
Building Fund:           $1865.28     
Robin Anderson                 50.00 
Erik Englebretson             200.00 
Dorothy French                250.00 
Guy Harper     100 .00 
Mike Haubrich    140.76 
L a u ra  H u t t     2 2 3 . 0 8 
Christopher Matthews    100.00 
Vanita Mishra    200.00 
David Nelson    200.00 
Daniel  Nor te    71 .44 
T om S ta vr os     10 .0 0 
Bjorn Watland    10.00 
James Whitney    50.00 
Vern Young    200.00 
A n o n y m o u s     6 0 . 0 0 
 
Radio Fund:                      $871.14 
Ken Holmbeck    13.34 
Ca t hy  P r ody     1 3 . 3 4 
S t e v e  R e h n     1 3 . 3 4 
Ar t  S c ea r c y     5 0 . 0 0 
J e f f  S i m o n     1 3 . 3 4 
David Thomas    100.00 
J im Whi t ney     13 .3 4 
A n o n y m o u s     6 5 4 . 4 4 
 
Visibility Fund:            $569.34     
J o h n  A n n en     1 5 . 0 0 
Greg Anderson    40.00 
J i m  B a r r i     2 2 . 0 0 
Andrew Brinkman    10.00 
A l  C o l l i n s     1 5 . 0 0 
L ynn F el lma n    5 .0 0 
Kimberly Hanfelt    97.34 
Kevin Hardisty    25.00 
Jim Hartmann    25.00 
Paul Heffron    25 .00 
Gene Kasmar and Kerry 
Lund           30.00 
Ja mes  K oran    25 .0 0 
Jerrold Larson    25.00 
Laura Larson    25.00 
Paul Redlea f     55 .00 
Jeffrey Scanlon    100.00 
Jill & Rich Sinda    5.00 
James Vijay                            25.00 

Financial Report—
April and May 2009 
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Grant Steves, right, interviews Ted 
Meissner on the topic of Buddhism.  
Photo credit: Grant Hermanson. 



 
 

Film Review: Star Trek 

The erst-
while Star 
Trek fran-
c h i s e 

beams back into theaters this spring 
with its eleventh feature film. But 
this isn’t exactly a continuation of an 
on-going story—this time, the Enter-
prise goes where every action hero is 
going these days: back to the begin-
ning. 
     Kicking off with Lucas’ disap-
pointing trilogy of box office 
smashes that explored the origins of 
Darth Vader, movie studios have du-
tifully followed suit by offering thea-
ter-goers the origins of Batman, Su-
perman, James Bond, Wolverine, 
and others.  Captain James Tiberius 
Kirk can now be added to this on-
going fad. 
     But don’t hold movie studios’ 
slavish following of the latest gim-
micks against this deeply cool film.  
Star Trek (annoyingly left without a 
subtitle, or even so much as a Roman 
numeral) tells a compelling, riveting 
tale and, this time, does so with all 
the state-of-the-art special effects 
wizardry the legendary epic has long 

deserved.   
     Fans of Star Trek will revel in 
learning how their heroes got their 
start: How did McCoy get that nick-
name?  How exactly did Kirk beat 
the Kobayashi Maru? And attention 
is paid to ensuring the actors are 
faithful to their original incarnations: 
Zachary Quinto is a dead-ringer for a 
younger Spock, and Karl Urban 
plays an impeccable Doctor McCoy. 
Still, the fans (and Trek’s fan are fa-
mous for their intensity) may dislike 
the retooling of their favorite story 
line, and the deux ex machina expla-
nation for not resetting that pesky 
space-time continuum. As the Onion 
hilariously panned, Trekkies might 
bash the new film as ‘fun, watch-
able’. 

     But that’s just what it is: fun and 
watchable.  You don’t have to be a 
die-hard Trekker to have a good 
time, but you’ll appreciate the story 
much more if you do have some 
knowledge of the Trek universe. And 
if you’d like to go in to the theater 
fully informed on the back story: 
read the prequel comic book Star 
Trek: Countdown.  It won’t ruin the 
film for you. 
     Whether you’re a hard-core fan, 
or just a casual viewer, you will have 
a great time at the theater.  To quote 
the lead Vulcan, you’ll find it 
“fascinating”. 
     In the meantime, I’ll wait for 
Captain Picard: Origins! 
 
Depiction, where explicit or implicit, 
of deities: 5/5 
Depiction, whether explicit or im-
plicit, of religion: 5/5 
View of valuing this life as opposed 
to an afterlife: 5/5 
Positive view of self-reliance: 5/5 
Championship of reason: 5/5 
Bottom line: 5/5 

Star Trek, 127 minutes, released May 08, 2009 
Directed by J. J. Abrams 

Film Review 
 
 
 
 

James Zimmerman 

Electronic MNA  
Newsletters 

 
Increase the effectiveness of your Minnesota Atheists membership dues—switch from a paper to an 
electronic newsletter. 
     It costs us about $22.00 per year per person to print and mail a paper version of the newsletter.  
It costs us nothing to email an electronic version.  Also, you’ll receive the electronic version sooner 
and it will be in full color.   
     If you’re interested in making the switch from the paper to the electronic version of our newslet-
ter, please contact editor@mnatheists.org. 
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Cryptogram answer 
 
We do not consider ourselves a Chris-
tian nation or a Jewish nation or a Mus-
lim nation. We consider ourselves a na-
tion of citizens who are bound by ideals 
and a set of values.  
 
-President Barack Obama 



When peo-
ple think 
of activ-
ism, they 
can some-
times get 
o v e r -
whelmed.  
A lot of 

work goes into volunteering for an 
organization and promoting a cause, 
but there are many things that you 
can do to help promote atheism! 
 
First, be positive!  There's nothing 
worse than a negative atheist, mostly 
because that is exactly the atheist 
stereotype: doom and gloom, mean-
spirited, angry with the world. So 
don't be! It is actually that easy. Be-
ing positive is a choice.  Now, I can 
already hear it; so if there's a medical 
cause for your orneriness, please go 
see a doctor.  (No hoo-doo vitamin 
therapy over here, unless it's used in 
conjunction with an MD.) But seri-
ously, other than that, you just need 
to shake it off.  You will have a more 
enriched life if you are positive, and 
you will also help others have a bet-
ter life just by giving them a smile 
every once in a while.  Being a posi-
tive person puts a nice perspective 
on exactly what an atheist is:  the 
world doesn't fall apart without any 
gods, so prove that to people!  (For 
those of you who haven't heard the 
story, my blood type is B+.  Awe-
some.)  If you fall into the negativity 
trap, be aware of it, and make a con-
scious effort to stop yourself and at 
least be neutral.  Watch how much 
better people respond to you.  A wise 
man once told me “You can't out-
Hitchens Hitchens, so you might as 
well be nice.”  He also said that I 
sound like Mary Poppins, which I 
totally acknowledge. 
Be open-minded and willing.  You 

won't ever learn new things or meet 
new people without, at least at times, 
just going for it.  You may surprise 
yourself concerning what you actu-
ally end up enjoying, and even if you 
don't like the activity you tried or the 
people you met, at least you will 
have some concrete reasons from 
then on.  Being open minded and 
willing to try out new things or meet 
new people will shatter another athe-
ist stereotype: that we are all lonely, 
closed-minded, stubborn people. I 
know the first time I went out to try 
playing paintball, I thought it was 
going to be way out of my area of 
interest.  (Read:  I thought it was for 
hillbillies.)  But after only one game, 
I realized that I really enjoyed it, 
even if I wasn't going to be doing it 
frequently.  Now I own my very own 
paintball face shield.  
 
Share what you enjoy with others.  
Do you have a favorite hobby, bar, 
restaurant, subject you're knowledge-
able about, or anything else?  It's 
very easy to plan a Meet Up with 
Minnesota Atheists.  Go to the Meet 
Up site, and you can click on any of 
the organizer's names on the left side 
bar.  Click on my name, if you like!  
You can email any organizers and 
tell them about your idea.  Better yet, 
tell them you want to organize the 
event!  (You can also always email 
board@mnatheists.org and someone 
will be there to help out.)   
     I know what you're thinking:  it's 
scary to organize your first event.  I 
won't lie to you, it really is. When 
Vic and I organized our first “Pub 
Night: Think and Drink” for South-
ern Minnesota Atheists, I think we 
both had rocks in our stomach.  
What if no one shows up?  What if 
people didn't like it?  What if people 
didn't like us?  What if they didn't 
like each other?  The list of worries 

went on and on.   
     What I have learned from orga-
nizing Meet Ups:   
     First, relax a little, it's not neces-
sarily much work. If it's a hobby, 
topic or place that you love, chances 
are you're already out doing it any-
way.  For example, Vic and I like to 
go fossil hunting in Lilydale Park, so 
what's the difference if 30 people 
join us?  We'll just bring some infor-
mational print outs about the park 
and Minnesota Atheists, show every-
one our favorite spots, and let them 
have at it.  Pretty easy, and we know 
at the very least we’ll have fun!  
     Second, people will show up.  I 
have come to embrace the idea that 
even if only one person shows up, 
that is enough for me.  Our smallest 
Meet Up in Mankato to date had 9 
people, so not a bad turnout!     
     Third and most importantly, some 
people will like it, some people 
won't, some people will like each 
other, some people won't, some peo-
ple will like you, and some people 
won't. That's just how life is. Do 
your best to be accommodating, but 
even then, some people won't be sat-
isfied.  (Of course, they will be if 
they're thinking positively like they 
should!)  Don't let it get you down.  
You're doing something fun, and it's 
benefiting a lot of people.  
 
Are you positive, open-minded, 
and willing?  Come on out to a Meet 
Up to spend time and have some fun 
with your fellow freethinkers!  Do 
you have an event idea?  Email us 
your idea and we will help you!  Are 
you ready to take the next step and 
organize your own event?  Tell us!  
We will help you, and it is really a 
lot of fun.  Make a difference, and 
advance atheism one fossil/beer/
picnic/dinner/game night/book club/
speech at a time!  
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The Sunny Skeptic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crystal Dervetski 

 
Tiny (and not-so-tiny) Ways That YOU Can Advance Atheism 
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Sundays, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Atheist/
Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous, 3249 
Hennepin Ave. S., #55 (Men’s Center, in 
the basement) Minneapolis, Open to men 
and women. FFI: tcAgnostic@gmail.
com 
 
3rd Sunday, 1-3:30 p.m.,  Minnesota 
Atheists Monthly Meeting.  Steve Pe-
tersen, 651-484-9277 
 
Every Sunday, 10:30 - noon, Brunch 
Social.  Q.Cumbers, 7465 France Ave-
nue South,| Edina.  Bring your AWE for 
a $2 discount. 
 
5th Sunday, Fundraiser Dinner for 
Building Fund.  Price: $6.66. (May, Au-
gust, and November 2009). 
 
1st and 3rd Monday,  6 p.m., Freethought 
Toastmasters Club.  Larpenteur Estates 
apartment complex, 1280 Larpenteur 
Ave. W., St. Paul.  (Park directly in back 
and follow sidewalk to Party Room.)  
Roger Belfay, (651) 222-2782 or George 

Kane, nup@Minn.net. 
 
2nd and 4th Monday, 5-7 p.m.,  Dinner 
Social.  Davanni’s Restaurant, 2312 W. 
66th  Street (corner of Penn Ave. and 66th 
St.), Richfield, Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, 
(612) 866-6200. 
 
1st Tuesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch Social. 
Old Country Buffet, Co. Road B2 be-
tween Snelling and Fairview, Roseville.  
Bob/Marilyn Nienkerk, (612) 866-6200. 
 
3rd Wednesday, 11:30 a.m.,  Lunch So-
cial.  New China Buffet, 105 85th Ave. 
NW, Coon Rapids.  Bill Volna, (612) 
781-4273. 
 
4th Wednesday,  Meal and a Reel, Up-
town, Minneapolis (Hennepin Ave. and 
Lake St.) 6 p.m. meal, 7 p.m. movie.  
George Kane, nup@Minn.net.  Details in 
Atheists Weekly E-mail. 
 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., Campus Atheists, 
Skeptics and Humanists (CASH) See 
cashumn.org for program and location. 

1st Thursday, 6-9 p.m., “Atheists Talk” 
TV taping.  MTN, Studio A, 125 SE 
Main St., Minneapolis.  Steve Petersen, 
(651) 484-9277. 
 
 2nd Thursday, evening.  Rochester Area 
Freethinkers monthly get-together.  Bill 
Kass, hawthorn64@hotmail.com or 
(507) 259-4237. 
 
 3rd Wednesday, 6:30 p.m., Minnesota 
Atheists board meeting.  Location var-
ies.  Grant Steves, 651-774-1992 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To sign up for Atheists Weekly 
E-mail (AWE), send a request to 
awe@mnatheists.org. 
 
 

To sign up for Minnesota Atheists 
Meetups, go to 
http://atheists.meetup.com/493. 

Things to do, places to go: A calendar for atheists 

   DONATE TO SPECIAL FUNDS 
$ _______ General Expense / Outreach Fund 

$ _______ Building Fund 

$ _______ Radio Fund   

$ _______ Monthly Donation 

All memberships include the newsletter. 

To pay by credit card or PayPal, please 

go to our website. 

 
 
 
 

Mi nn e s o t a  
  A t h e i s t s               www.mnatheists.org       

                                                    P.O. Box 6261, Minneapolis MN 55406 

JOIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP 

$35 – Individual Membership 

$45 – Household Membership 

$75 – Sustaining Fund Membership 

$20 – Student (newsletter by email, send                            
             copy of fee statement or high school ID) 

$600 – Life Membership 

$25 -- Newsletter Only  

 

Payment by:  Check (enclosed) for $ _________________ payable to Minnesota Atheists. 

Name: ______________________________________________________________ Phone (_____)_______________________ 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
>>Minnesota Atheists has IRS 501(c)(3) status.  All contributions are tax-deductible. << 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Minnesota Atheists 
P.O. Box 6261 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55406-0261 
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We’re on the Web! 
www.mnatheists.org 
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“Atheists Talk” on Air America Minnesota radio! 
Sundays, 9-10 a.m. AM 950 radio or stream live at 

AirAmericaMinnesota.com/listen 

 

 "A god who’s afraid of new ideas is certainly 
no creator." 

 

— Pat Condell, from “Children of a Stupid God” 


