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Seth Andrews
Minneapolis, September 23, 2018

Seth Andrews, host of the podcast, website (http://
www.thethinkingatheist.com), and Facebook page called 
“The Thinking Atheist,” and also a member of the nation-
al board of director of American Atheists, will be making 
three appearances in the Twin Cities on Sunday, Septem-
ber 23, 2018.

Seth is a former Christian broadcaster. He began questioning his faith 
in 2004 after watching a video debate featuring Christopher Hitchens. 
Seth is the author of the books De-Converted: A Journey from Religion 
to Reason and Sacred Cows: A Lighthearted Look at Belief and Tradition 
Around the World. He hosts one of the most popular online atheist com-
munities in the world. His site encourages all to reject faith, pursue rea-
son, explore doubt, and to “start thinking.”

Appearance Schedule Continued on page 9

Seth Andrews speaks to the Atheist Community of San Jose, in Sept. 2016 
© 2016 Richard McDonald
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

E l n s v d  nv v  y l ky v l x  a n r l  p l r l v ky l p  h a l j s  k m e 

i s l n h j k e  o d h a ,  n e p  h a l  Q l e l x j x  x h k s d  j x  z c x h  h a l 

k e l  h a n h  a ny y l e l p  h k  a n r l  u l l e  n p ky h l p  u d  k e l 

y n s h j i c v n s  h s j u l  k b  O j p p v l  L n x h l s e  a l s p l s x .

S j i a n s p  P n m f j e x ,  H a l  U v j e p  M n h i a o n f l s

In Memoriam
Richard Dean

By Steve Petersen
On July 29, 2018 long time secular activist 

and Minnesota Atheists supporter, Richard H. 
Dean died at the age of 89. For many of us, we re-
member both Richard and LaGretta Ellean Malm 
his lifelong partner in life who proceeded him in 
death. Both Richard and LeGretta were support-
ers of multiple Unitarian Universalist societies, 
the Freedom From Religion Foundation, The 
Humanists of Minnesota and Minnesota Atheists. 
Back when cable was cutting edge technology he 
had his own cable program “Skeptic’s Corner,” he 
sponsored the Minnesota Atheists cable program 
in Bloomington and Buffalo for several years 
and helped start a cable outreach project around 
Minnesota. 

The Memorial was at the Minnesota Valley 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship in Blooming-
ton, MN. Several of his friends from the Davan-

ni’s Bloomington Freethought Dinner Social 
attended. Many of Richard’s family spoke and 
each were very personal making it was clear he 
was well thought of by his loved ones. His neph-
ew started with “I was his god son back when 
my uncle believed in god,” which brought great 
laughter. A granddaughter talked about how he 
enabled her to say “bullshit” because Richard 
loved the Penn and Teller series Bullshit. The 
religious educator at the Fellowship talked about 
one day seeing this vehicle in the parking lot 
with a bumper sticker that said “Nothing fails 
like prayer.” While he wondered who had the 
courage to drive a vehicle with that bold pro-
nouncement, out walked Richard who got in and 
drove away. 

Richard was a Navy veteran and a former 
Scout Master. He rewrote the 12 points of Scout 
law to fit his views that evolved over his lifetime. 

Trustworthy: the badge of honesty. Having 
it lets you look any man in the eye: lacking it he 

Continued on page 6
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News and Notes
Justice Sotomayor’s Dissent on 
the Muslim Ban

By George Francis Kane
The Supreme Court Issued its 

decision in the last week of June in the case 
Hawaii v. Trump, ruling on the Trump adminis-
tration’s third attempt to bring the Muslim travel 
ban into compliance with the constitution. At 
issue was whether the president’s many com-
ments proved the intent to selectively discrimi-
nate against Muslims, in violation of the Estab-
lishment and Free Exercise clauses of the First 
Amendment, or if, as the Court decided, it must 
defer to the president’s authority on matters of 
national security.

Sonia Sotomayor wrote a sharp dissent, not 
only spotlighting the decision’s failure to meet 
First Amendment requirements, but also the 
administration’s failure to prove its national 
security claims. The concluding portion of Justice 
Sotomayor’s dissent follows, deleting citations 
and simplifying punctuation to improve readabil-
ity. Sotomayor read her dissent from the bench. 
She wrote:

The First Amendment stands as a bulwark 
against official religious prejudice and embodies 
our Nation’s deep commitment to religious plu-
rality and tolerance. That constitutional promise 
is why, “for centuries now, people have come to 
this country from every corner of the world to 
share in the blessing 
of religious free-
dom.” Town of Greece 
v. Galloway. Instead 
of vindicating those 
principles, today’s de-
cision tosses them aside. In holding that the First 
Amendment gives way to an executive policy that 
a reasonable observer would view as motivated 
by animus against Muslims, the majority opin-
ion upends this Court’s precedent, repeats tragic 
mistakes of the past, and denies countless indi-
viduals the fundamental right of religious liberty. 
Just weeks ago, the Court rendered its decision in 
Masterpiece Cakeshop, which applied the bedrock 
principles of religious neutrality and tolerance 

in considering a First Amendment challenge to 
government action. “The Constitution ‘commits 
government itself to religious tolerance, and 
upon even slight suspicion that proposals for 
state intervention stem from animosity to reli-
gion or distrust of its practices, all officials must 
pause to remember their own high duty to the 
Constitution and to the rights it secures’.”

“State actors cannot show hostility to reli-
gious views; rather, they must give those views 
‘neutral and respectful consideration’.” Those 
principles should apply equally here. In both 
instances, the question is whether a government 
actor exhibited tolerance and neutrality in reach-
ing a decision that affects individuals’ fundamen-
tal religious freedom. But unlike in Masterpiece, 
where a state civil rights commission was found 
to have acted without “the neutrality that the 
Free Exercise Clause requires” the government 
actors in this case will not be held accountable 
for breaching the First Amendment’s guarantee 
of religious neutrality and tolerance. Unlike in 
Masterpiece, where the majority considered the 
state commissioners’ statements about religion 
to be persuasive evidence of unconstitutional 
government action, the majority here complete-
ly sets aside the President’s charged statements 
about Muslims as irrelevant. That holding erodes 
the foundational principles of religious tolerance 
that the Court elsewhere has so emphatically 
protected, and it tells members of minority reli-
gions in our country that they are outsiders, not 
full members of the political community.

Today’s holding is all the more troubling 
given the stark par-
allels between the 
reasoning of this case 
and that of Koremat-
su v. United States. In 
Korematsu, the Court 

gave “a pass to an odious, gravely injurious racial 
classification” authorized by an executive order. 
As here, the Government invoked an ill-defined 
national-security threat to justify an exclusion-
ary policy of sweeping proportion. As here, the 
exclusion order was rooted in dangerous stereo-
types about a particular group’s supposed inabil-
ity to assimilate and desire to harm the United 

Continued on page 7

Our Constitution demands, and our country 
deserves, a Judiciary willing to hold the 
coordinate branches to account when they 
defy our most sacred legal commitments.
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Atheists Talk
Radio Show

Podcasts can be listened to at www.mnathe-
ists.org (scroll down to the podcast link), https://
www.patreon.com/AtheistTalk. You can catch 
our show live, every Sunday morning at 9:00 
a.m. Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show 
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or 
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or 
tweet us anytime at @atheiststalk.

Sponsors of the program are Q.Cumbers 
restaurant in Edina, American Atheists, and the 
members and donors of Minnesota Atheists. To 
support the program, go to the MNA web page 
donation/radio, giveMN/minnesotaatheists, 
https://www.patreon.com/AtheistTalk or donate 
by mail to our PO Box. All donations are tax de-
ductible.

Recent Programs
Ep 456 Atheism is Non-Partisan: June 10, 2018
Minnesota Atheists recently hosted a candidate 
forum for those running for Governor, U.S. Sen-
ate, U.S. House of Representatives, Secretary of 
State, and Attorney General. We invited all can-
didates to answer the following question at the 
forum, either themselves or an official campaign 
representative authorized to speak on their be-
half:
“How will your personal views on religion be 
separated from how you administer our secular 
government?”
Our opening speaker was Evan Stewart, a doc-
toral candidate in the department of sociology 
at the University of Minnesota. His disserta-
tion work examines the political impact of the 
growing non-religious population in the United 
States.
We wanted to test the draw of the secular vot-
er that has been on the rise in the past number 
of years. We encourage candidates from across 
the political spectrum to attend, as atheism is 
non-partisan, from the most liberal of liberal to 
the most conservative of conservative ... atheism 
is not tied to any political ideology.

Ep 457 Mentalist David Gamut: Jun 17, 2018
David Gamut travels the world doing speaking 
event where he uses his skills as a mentalist to 
entertain as well as educate the audience on how 
to have empathy for one another, and how to 
have productive conversations with people with 
whom we disagree.
You can find David on twitter at https://twitter.
com/DavidGamut
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/da-
vidgamut/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/davidgam-
ut
And stay tuned because we plan on having David 
back again in a couple of months, as we didn’t 
get to everything we wanted to talk about today. 
Patreons can listen to an additional 30 minutes 
or so of conversation.
You may notice a background buzz in the intros 
and outros of each segment. There was a techni-
cal problem not noticed until the end of the re-
cording, and while we have removed the buzz for 
the conversation, we were unable to isolate and 
remove it in the musical sections, and for this we 
greatly apologize

Ep 458 Live from Chicago: Jun 24, 2018
The Atheists Talk crew road tripped to Chicago 
to catch The Inciting Incident 150th episode 
recorded at The Den Theater in Chicago. Guests 
included our very own Stephanie Zvan, Mandisa 
Thomas, and Alix Jules. For this episode we break 
down the show, what was said, and why it was 
important for all of us.

Ep 459 Laughing at God: Jul 1, 2018
Hertzey & Maddy are joined by special guest, and 
stand up comedian, Elizabeth Ess. Hertzey and 
Elizabeth are part of a CONvergence panel called 
Laughing with/at the God(s) we thought it would 
be fun topic to discuss this week on air.
You can find Elizabeth Ess all over the social 
media
Links:
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eliza-
bethesscomedy
Twitter:https://twitter.com/lizdropsit
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/wyatt_

Continued on page 5
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twerk/
CONvergence: http://www.convergence-con.org/

Ep 460 The Ginger Snaps: Jul 8, 2018
We were happy to be joined by Amy & Nadya 
from The Ginger Snaps podcast. They’re both 
skeptics and atheist redheads, one is a scientist, 
and one a science enthusiast. They joke, tell per-
sonal stories, and educate themselves while they 
educate the audience. Give them a listen here, 
and then give their podcast a listen.
Links
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/theginger-
snapspodcast/
Twitter: @Gingerspod
Apple Podcasts: https://itunes.apple.com/us/
podcast/the-ginger-snaps/id1202781644?mt=2

Ep 461 Genetic Science: Jul 15, 2018
Hertzey and Joseph are joined by Dr. Steve Ecker, 
a geneticist who has an amazing way of breaking 
down this really complicated topic into some-
thing non-geneticists can understand. 

Ep 462 The Problem of Evil: Jul 22, 2018
The Problem of Evil is a philosophical discussion 

that traditionally is attributed to the Greek phi-
losopher Epicurious. While it predates the mono-
theistic religions that dominate many cultures 
today, it is still a relevant logical argument when 
talking to theists today.
In this episode August discusses his pamphlet 
on the subject, which you can obtain by sending 
an email to info@mnatheists.org or by emailing 
Atheists Talk at radio@mnatheists.org
Some suggested resources for further reading on 
the subject of The Problem of Evil:
“The Problem of Evil” pamphlet — August Berk-
shire
The Logical Problem of Evil – https://www.iep.
utm.edu/evil-log
Wikipedia: Problem of Evil – https://en.wikipe-
dia.org/wiki/Problem_of_evil
God, Freedom, and Evil – Alvin Plantinga
God’s Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Our 
Most Important Question — Why We Suffer — Bart 
D. Ehrman
Nonbelief & Evil: Two Arguments for the Nonexis-
tence of God — Theodore M. Drange
When Bad Things Happen to Good People — (Rab-
bi) Harold Kushner
The Origins of Evil in Hindu Mythology — Wendy 
Doniger O’Flaherty

Radio continued from page 4
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Resignation from MNA Board
Appointment as MN State Director for 
American Atheists

By August Berkshire
I was one of the founding members of Min-

nesota Atheists in 1991, and of its predecessor, 
the Twin Cities Chapter of American Atheists, in 
1984. I was president of Minnesota Atheists for 
many years, on and off, and was the newsletter 
editor for three years. 

It was at my urging many years ago that we 
established three-year term limits on the presi-
dent and the chair. Both Alyssa Ehni and Heather 
Hegi are serving their final years of eligibility in 
those offices, respectively.

One of the purposes of the term limits was to 
encourage us to seek new leadership. That time 
is now upon us again. In order to facilitate this, I 
resigned my position as director-at-large on the 
Minnesota Atheists board of directors, effective 
July 31, 2018, so that a new person could join the 
board now to gain immediate experience, instead 
of waiting until the next election in February.

It was up to the remaining members of the 
board of directors to appoint my replacement. 
The person they have chosen, Ben Blanchard, is 
someone I have known for many years, since he 
was an activist in the student atheist group at St. 
Cloud State University. He is extraordinary and 
has my complete support. I remain a life member 
of Minnesota Atheists and will continue to help 
out as I am able.

Separate from this decision, I am pleased 
to announce that I have been appointed as the 
Minnesota State Director for American Atheists. 
I also continue to serve on the American Atheists 
national board of directors. Minnesota Atheists is 
a Local Partner of American Atheists, their high-
est status, due to our activity level.

My leaving the Minnesota Atheists board of 
directors will allow me more time to work on 
spreading atheism outside of the Twin Cities. My 
resignation will also have the advantage of, for 
example, adding another voice when we testify 
at the State Capitol. One person can represent 
Minnesota Atheists and I can represent American 
Atheists.

The Minnesota Atheists board of directors 

intends to work with national freethought groups 
more than it has in the past and I will be our liai-
son to American Atheists.

won’t look back
Loyal: the very word is life itself. Without it 

we have no love of person or country.
Helpful: part sharing, part caring. By helping 

each other we help ourselves, not to mention 
mankind.

Friendly: brotherhood is a big part of that 
word in all directions.

Courteous: allow each person his human 
dignity. This means a lot more than saying “yes 
ma’am” or “thank you sir.” It reflects an attitude 
that later in life you may wish you had started 
earlier.

Kind: this is one word that would stop wars 
and erase hatreds, but it’s kind of like a bicycle. 
It’s no good unless you go and use it.

Obedient: start at home, practice it on your 
family, enlarge it to all your friends, and share it 
with humanity.

Cheerful: anyone can put on a happy face 
when the going is good. The secret is to wear it as 
a mask for your problems; it might surprise you 
how many others do the same thing.

Thrifty: a lot more than putting pennies 
away. Another name for it is common sense. 

Brave: you don’t have to fight to be brave. 
Millions of good, fine, decent folks show brav-
ery just by getting out of bed every day, doing a 
good day’s work and living the best life they can 
against bad odds. 

Clean: soap and water will help on the out-
side but it’s those things on the inside — our 
thoughts and attitudes — that count much more. 

Reverent: believe in anything that you want 
to believe in. Focus on it and life will be a beauti-
ful experience; without it you’re just biding time.

Dean continued from page 2
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Treasury Report
May–June

By Chris Matthews

Building Fund
 $75 Gary Bolt
 $75 Total Building Fund
Radio Fund
 $75 Gary Bolt
 $20 August Berkshire
 $10 Lee Salisbury
 $10 Cynthia Flaig
 $115 Total Radio Fund
General/Visibility Fund
 $600 Adam Mielke
 $100 Mandy & Ross Meisner
 $40 Ben Zvan
 $30 Keith Scott
 $20 Mark Nelson
 $1 cash donation
 $34 via Amazon Smile
 $23 via PayPal Giving Fund
 $10 via YourCause
 $858 Total General/Visibility Fund

Total Income $1,048

Current Building Fund $139,372

Top Expenses
 $1,640 Radio Show
 $695 Parade, Booth, etc.
 $500 Solstice Event

States. As here, the Government was unwilling 
to reveal its own intelligence agencies’ views of 
the alleged security concerns to the very citizens 
it purported to protect. As here, there was strong 
evidence that impermissible hostility and animus 
motivated the Government’s policy.

Although a majority of the Court in Korem-
atsu was willing to uphold the Government’s 
actions based on a barren invocation of national 
security, dissenting Justices warned of that deci-
sion’s harm to our constitutional fabric. Justice 
Murphy recognized that there is a need for great 
deference to the Executive Branch in the context 
of national security, but cautioned that “it is es-
sential that there be definite limits to the gov-
ernment’s discretion,” as “individuals must not 
be left impoverished of their constitutional rights 
on a plea of military necessity that has neither 
substance nor support.” Justice Jackson lamented 
that the Court’s decision upholding the Gov-
ernment’s policy would prove to be “a far more 
subtle blow to liberty than the promulgation of 
the order itself,” for although the executive order 
was not likely to be long lasting, the Court’s will-
ingness to tolerate it would endure.

In the intervening years since Korematsu, our 
Nation has done much to leave its sordid legacy 
behind. Today, the Court takes the important 
step of finally overruling Korematsu, denouncing 
it as “gravely wrong the day it was decided.” This 
formal repudiation of a shameful precedent is 
laudable and long overdue. But it does not make 
the majority’s decision here acceptable or right. 
By blindly accepting the Government’s misguid-
ed invitation to sanction a discriminatory poli-
cy motivated by animosity toward a disfavored 
group, all in the name of a superficial claim of 
national security, the Court redeploys the same 
dangerous logic underlying Korematsu and mere-
ly replaces one “gravely wrong” decision with 
another.

Our Constitution demands, and our country 
deserves, a Judiciary willing to hold the coor-
dinate branches to account when they defy our 
most sacred legal commitments. Because the 
Court’s decision today has failed in that respect, 
with profound regret, I dissent.

Dissent continued from page 3

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.
Want to review a movie/TV show/book etc.?

Give us your take.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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Prosperity and 
Secularity
American Atheists Viewpoint

By August Berkshire

(Transcript of the American Atheists View-
point for July 22, 2018. Created and read by 
August Berkshire, who is on the national board of 
directors of American Atheists, as well as being 
their Minnesota State Director.)

For a long time social scientists and econo-
mists have wondered if there was a link between 
how secular a country is and how prosperous it is. 
The two did seem to go hand-in-hand, with poor-
er countries tending to be more religious and 
richer countries tending to be more secular. But 
which came first, the prosperity or the secularity, 
and was there a causal relationship between the 
two?

On July 18th of 
this week, the journal 
Science Advances pub-
lished an article online 
entitled, “Religious change preceded economic 
change in the 20th century.” It was authored by 
Damian J. Ruck, R. Alexander Bentley, and Daniel 
J. Lawson. Ruck and Lawson are from the Univer-
sity of Bristol; Bentley is from the University of 
Tennessee.

The authors looked at the history of many 
countries during the 20th Century, for which they 
were able to obtain data. They looked at religios-
ity. They looked at tolerance for individual rights. 
And they looked at economic conditions.

Religiosity was determined by responses to 
the following questions: “How important in your 
life is religion?,” “How important is God in your 
life?,” “Are you a religious person?,” “How often 
do you attend religious services?,” “How much 
confidence do you have in the Church?,” and “Is 
religious faith an important quality to instill in a 
child?”

Tolerance for individual rights was measured 
by looking at people’s attitudes towards homo-
sexuality, divorce, suicide, and abortion. Pros-
perity was determined by GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product) per capita.

The article reached the following conclusions:
“In this study, we have shown that, 

across a diversity of countries around the 
world, changes in secularization predict-
ed changes in GDP worldwide during the 
20th century. More broadly, this implies 
that changes in the everyday importance 
of religious practices preceded changes in 
economic development in the 20th centu-
ry.”

“While this does not yet isolate one 
path of causality, it determines that eco-
nomic growth is not what caused secular-
ization in the past. Our observation that 
secularization preceded economic change 
further rules out a bicausal relationship 
between income and religion as well as the 
theory that socioeconomic advances cause 
religious practices to be phased out.”

“Our multilevel, time-lagged regres-
sions also indicate that tolerance for 
individual rights predicted 20th century 

economic growth 
even better than 
secularization.”

“Our findings 
do not mean, however, that secularization 
was the ultimate cause of economic devel-
opment.”

“Tolerance of individual rights appears 
to be closer to an ultimate driver, in that 
more people are included in economic 
activity, especially women. The tolerance 
factor, which is most highly loaded on 
individual rights for divorce and abor-
tion and therefore likely to correlate with 
women’s rights generally, was a better 
temporal predictor of GDP per capita than 
the secularization factor. Although tempo-
ral changes in tolerance and in seculariza-
tion were synchronous, secularization did 
not predict increased GDP in the absence 
of accompanying increases in tolerance.”

“Besides tolerance, education is a pos-
sible driver of both economic development 
and secularization.”
So there you have it. We have often thought 

that as a country becomes more prosperous it 

Continued on page 9

Religions are often anti-woman, anti-gay, and 
anti-anyone who doesn’t agree with them.
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becomes more secular. But this study indicates 
that the opposite is true. As religion, and espe-
cially the intolerance it often spawns, declines, a 
country becomes more prosperous.

And this makes sense, if we think about it. 
Religion often teaches people to accept suffering, 
because it’s “God’s will” or part of “God’s plan” 
and that things will be better in an afterlife. They 
sometimes encourage people to pray rather than 
to try to improve their lot in life, because they 
need people to be needy and subservient. 

Religions are often anti-woman, anti-gay, 
and anti-anyone who doesn’t agree with them. 
As you remove the religious intolerance towards 
people and grant them more equal rights, they 
have a better chance to enter the work force and 
increase prosperity.

Religion can also be time-consuming. If time 
spent on religion is instead spent productively, a 
country is more likely to prosper.

It seems that atheism is the real prosperity 
gospel.

“Religious change preceded economic change 
in the 20th century”

http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/4/7/
eaar8680.full

9:05–10:00 a.m.: Seth will be the guest on 
our Atheists Talk live radio program on KTNF 
AM 950 in Eden Prairie. You can listen live on 
the air, live stream it through the “Simple Radio 
– Live AM & FM” app (within the app, search for 
“KTNF”), or live stream it through the radio sta-
tion itself (http://www.am950radio.com). After-
wards, the show will be archived as a Minnesota 
Atheists’ Atheists Talk podcast.

11:00 a.m.–12:30 p.m.: Seth will join us 
for Sunday brunch at Q.Cumbers Restaurant, 
7465 France Ave. S., Edina, MN, 55435 (in a strip 
mall on the southeast corner of France Ave. S. & 
Parklawn Ave.) (To get a $2.00 discount off the 
Sunday buffet price, hand the cashier a copy of 
the front page of a Minnesota Atheists newslet-
ter, or the first page of an Atheists Weekly Email 
printout, or the first page of a Minnesota Atheists 
Meetup or Facebook page printout.) Seth will 
have his books for sale at this event.

2:00 p.m.: Seth Andrews will speak on “Con-
fessions of a Former Christian Broadcaster.” How 
did Seth go from being a religious fundamentalist 
to one of our community’s most well know athe-
ists? How did he go about setting up “The Think-
ing Atheist” website and podcast? What has been 
the reaction to it? What does he see as the future 
of the atheist movement?

This presentation will take place in the Main 
Hall of the Geek Partnership Society, Waterbury 
Building, 1121 Jackson St. N.E., Minneapolis, MN 
55413. Seth will have his books for sale at this 
event.

Admission to this event is $5.00 per person 
and advance purchase on our website is encour-
aged (http://mnatheists.org/store/Seth-Andrews-
Event-p113392364). Paying at the door is also an 
option, provided space is available.

Parking may be difficult; consider carpoolling, 
biking, or public transportation.

(For more about Seth Andrews, go to https://
wwwsethandrews.net and https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Seth_Andrews)

Secularity continued from page 8 Andrews continued from page 1

Time series of secularization versus GDP per capita, from 
four illustrative countries, over the 20th century.

Each red line represents the mean secularization score, St, 
of the birth cohort in decade, t, for that country. Each blue 
line represents the mean GDP per capita (normalized to 
1990 U.S.$) during decade t in that country.
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Bill Watterson

By Milo Grika
William Boyd “Bill” Watterson II (born July 5, 

1958) is the author of the comic strip Calvin and 
Hobbes. The religions and non-religious both 
want to claim Watterson in their camps. He has 
never been quoted as to his personal thoughts, 
and so, while this is purely conjecture by yours 
truly, I feel the following speaks volumes.

[From an online QA session.]
Q: So many of Calvin and Hobbes strips had 

some kind of moral/theological element that I 
wonder what your religious upbringing was and if 
it influenced that. ... I’m guessing you were raised 
Catholic? 
— Suzanne Kaufmann, Charlottesville, VA

A: Actually, I’ve never attended any church. 
— Watterson

Cryptogram Answer
Nearly all peoples have developed their own 
creation myth, and the Genesis story is just the 
one that happened to have been adopted by 
one particular tribe of Middle Eastern herders.

Richard Dawkins, The Blind Watchmaker
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Upcoming Events
Seth Andrews of The Thinking Atheist Sunday, Sept 23, 2:00–4:00 p.m., The Main Hall of the Geek 
Partnership Society’s Waterbury Building, 1121 Jackson St NE, Minneapolis. $5 Admission.

Freethought 5K for Camp Quest Sunday, Sept 30, 8:00–11:00 a.m., Lake Nokomis Main Beach, 5001 
W Lake Nokomis Pkwy, Minneapolis.

Building a Strong Humanist-Secular Future Panel/Discussion Thursday, Oct 11, 7:00 p.m., First 
Unitarian Society, 900 Mt. Curve Ave, Minneapolis.

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 
7:00–8:00 p.m., 
Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis. 
Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God. 

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.
NOTE: The day of the month has changed.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m., 
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00–7:00 p.m., 
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove
And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul
NOTE: Two different locations. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m., 
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota–atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.
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