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Fear of a Black Atheist: 
How Religion Has Crippled the Black Community
February Public Meeting

According to Pew Research, 79 percent of 
Blacks still identify as religious. Because of the 
role that religion and the church plays in the Black 
community, atheist visibility is often challenging, 
and critical discussions are often hindered.

Mandisa Thomas will explain why religion plays 
such a substantial role, and how Black Nonbeliev-
ers is moving secular visibility forward. She will 
also discuss how allies in the secular movement 
can support and aid in combating the stigma sur-
rounding atheism.

Mandisa is the founder and current president of 
Black Nonbelievers, Inc. She is also currently serv-
ing on the boards for American Atheists and the Reason Rally Coalition. 
Although never formally indoctrinated into belief, Mandisa was heavi-
ly exposed to Christianity, Black Nationalism, and Islam. As a child she 
loved reading, and enjoyed various tales of Gods from different cultures, 
including Greek and Ghanaian. “Through reading these stories and being 
taught about other cultures at an early age, I quickly noticed that there 
were similarities and differences between those deities and the God of the 
Christian Bible. I couldn’t help but wonder what made this God so special 
that he warrants such prevalence in today’s society,” she recalls.

As the president of Black Nonbelievers, Inc., Mandisa works to encour-
age more Blacks to come out and stand strong with their nonbelief in the 
face of such strong religious overtones. “The more we make our presence 
known, the better our chances of working together to turn around some of 
the disparities we face. We are NOT alone.”

Sunday, February 24 , 2018
1:00–1:15 p.m.: Social
1:15–1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting 
1:45–2:00 p.m.: Break
2:00–3:30 p.m.: Program

4:00 p.m.: Dinner

Maplewood Public Library
3025 Southlawn Dr
Maplewood, MN 55109

Olive Garden
1749 Beam Ave
Maplewood, MN 55109
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

Yo z  j t c x p l z cy p b  x z j z u y  h j  U o m v r y v p c  z yov u r 

u h c r v r y r  v c  yo z  j p u y  v y  b p i z b r  u z my p v c  u b p r r z r 

h j  p u y r  ‘ r v c r ’  p c x  hyo z m r  ‘ dv my t z ’  h c  a m h t c x r 

yo py  o p d z  chyov c a  y h  x h  g v yo  yo z v m  r h u v p b 

u h c r z w t z c u z .

— I z my m p c x  M t r r z b b

Letter To The Editor
Joyce Denn

Published in the Star Tribune: January 2, 2019

To those letter writers who proclaim their Chris-
tian faith: You are welcome to your beliefs, and no 
one is trying to take your faith away from you. The 
thing is, every person of faith, with the possible 
exception of Buddhists, believes that his or her re-
ligion is the one and only true religion. You cannot 
all be right, but you certainly can all be wrong. 
Not believing in all the thousands of gods that 
have been worshiped throughout human history 
makes you atheists with respect to those gods; I am 
simply an atheist about one more deity than you.

Enjoy your faith, if it brings you joy and solace. 
No one will deny you your religion; but, please, 

keep your religion out of the public sphere, respect 
the constitutionally mandated freedom of con-
science, and respect those of us who do not share 
your beliefs

JOYCE DENN, Woodbury

Joyce Denn is a member of Minnesota Atheists.

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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News and Notes
The Wall Is Under Siege

By George Francis Kane
The year 2018 was frenetic at all 

levels of government over Thomas 
Jefferson’s Wall of Separation between Church 
and State. Following is a brief, very subjective 
review of a few of those battles.

The Supreme Court
In the Masterpiece Cakeshop case, the Su-

preme Court ruled in favor of a baker who 
claimed that Colorado’s non-discrimination law 
that compelled him to bake a cake for a same-sex 
wedding violated his freedom of religion. This 
was widely touted as a significant victory in favor 
of interpreting the First Amendment to privilege 
religious objections to anti-discrimination laws, 
that could be used to stoke the flames of culture 
war against LGBTQI civil rights. Actually, the 
ruling fell far short, holding only that the tran-
script of the Colorado Civil Rights Commission 
hearings demonstrated hostility to the baker’s 
religious beliefs. The commission will not make 
that mistake again, so the court may uphold the 
state anti-discrimination statute if a similar case 
comes before it.

In Trump v. Hawaii, the court ruled that de-
spite public remarks showing that an administra-
tive order was intended to bar Muslim travelers 
from entering the United States, the adminis-
trative order did not violate the Constitutional 
protection of free exercise of religion.

The confirmation of Neil Gorsuch to fill An-
tonin Scalia’s seat merely replaced one anti-sep-
aration extremist with another.

Administrative Actions
In 2018 President Trump continued to claim 

that he had repealed the Johnson Amendment 
by an executive order. The Johnson Amendment 
is a 1954 revision to the tax code that forbids 
non-profit organizations to engage in political 
campaigns by either endorsing or opposing any 
candidate for election. In fact, the Internal Reve-
nue Service had admitted in court that the John-
son Amendment remained in effect because it 
was a law passed by Congress and signed by Pres-

ident Eisenhower. As a law, it cannot be repealed 
by an executive order.

When he was Attorney General, Jefferson 
Sessions issued “religious liberty” guidelines to 
the Department of Justice to free the hands of 
conservatives to use religious privilege to thwart 
government attempts to protect LGBTQI civil 
rights. The guidelines would exempt anyone from 
legal obligations that they claim violate their 
religious rights. See, for example, the Supreme 
Court decision in the Masterpiece Cakeshop case 
previously. Sessions then created the Religious 
Liberty Task Force to ensure that his guidelines 
were applied uniformly in all branches of the 
Justice Department, and to proactively find cases 
to which the guidelines could apply. The activi-
ties of this task force have so far been shrouded 
in secrecy.

Congress
Under the looming threat of a year-end gov-

ernment shutdown, the House passed an appro-
priations bill that would have denied funding to 
any efforts by government to punish a non-profit 
organization for political campaign activity. If 
it were included in the final bill and signed into 
law, it would have effectively killed the Johnson 
Amendment. However, the provision was not 
included in the bill passed by the Senate.

State Actions
In 2018, a flurry of bills was introduced in 

state legislatures to either require or permit 
public schools to post the national motto, “In 
God We Trust.” These laws passed in earlier years 
in Virginia, Mississippi and Colorado. This year 
the bills gained momentum and passed in Louisi-
ana, Arkansas, Tennessee, Florida, Alabama and 
Arizona. Bills are likely to pass this year in North 
and South Carolina, Pennsylvania and Kentucky. 
A bill introduced in Minnesota in 2018 did not 
make it out of committee.

The promoters of these bills intend them to 
be the first small steps in a major effort to sat-
urate the public square with religious language. 
They are being rolled out by the Congressional 
Prayer Caucus Foundation under the name “Proj-
ect Blitz.” Support for the bills has been ener-

Continued on page 8
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Nominee Statements
Board of Directors

Ben Blanchard
President
2019 marks the 10th year of 
my involvement in the atheist 
community, and I am thrilled to 
be nominated for President of 
Minnesota Atheists. I started off 
as a young member of my uni-
versity’s SSA chapter, eventually 
growing into a leader in my local 
community, then working with 
national secular organizations, and spending a 
year working with FBB on an international hu-
manist service trip. When I decided to put down 
roots, I knew it would be in Minnesota because it 
is the best place in the world, with good weather, 
good food, and good people. Becoming involved 
with MNA’s leadership over the last year, and 
serving as Director-At-Large, has reinvigorated 
my passion for improving our community. 
My goals for the upcoming year are to focus on 
developing member leadership, increasing our 
membership by making joining easier with more 
visible benefits, and increasing our involvement 
with other local organizations.

Stephanie Zvan
Associate President

Hertzey Hertz
Chair
Several years ago I found myself 
looking for an atheist social cir-
cle. I had read lots of blogs and 
even started to listen to a couple 
of podcasts. But I missed hav-
ing events to go to on a regular 
basis. I found, through Meetup, 
the Minnesota Atheists, and spe-
cifically the Newbie Night and 
Godless Gamers. Through these events, I found 
many friends and events to occupy my extrovert-
ed self. As I enjoyed the events, I became curious 
about the leadership and started to attend board 
meetings as a general member. It did not take 
long for me to become a Director at Large. I have 
also taken some extra roles planning the Solstice 
Dinner of 2016 and taking over of the radio show. 
I now find myself excitedly accepting the nom-
ination for Chair. I am very excited to see how 
I can continue help our community grow and 
flourish. Thank you!

Georgia Hancock Tsoi
Associate Chair
Georgia Hancock Associate Chair 
This will be my 6th year of serv-
ing on the board and 4th year as 
Associate Chair. I am a longtime 
member of Minnesota Atheist. I 
share Minnesota Atheists’ goals 
of educating the public about 
atheism and promoting the sep-
aration of church and state and 
I feel it is important to keep this as our primary 
goal. Making atheism a normal and acceptable 
community is where I feel Minnesota Atheists 
needs to be. I am an open atheist in my commu-
nity and career and encourage others to be open 
and to educate their friends and family about 
atheism. I have continued my role of librarian 
for Minnesota Atheists, am on the Public Poli-
cy Committee, and would like to work with our 
members to move forward with the Well-Being 
Committee. I look forward to more opportunities 
to learn and grow with the Minnesota Atheists 
board and members this year.
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Chris Matthews
Treasurer
I am a Minnesota native and a 
life member of Minnesota Athe-
ists. I had a brief and very tame 
stint as a religious person when I 
was young. I re-became an athe-
ist as a teenager when I reflected 
on the other lies our society tells 
children, and the lack of evi-
dence for anything religious. I 
am proud to help provide the infrastructure that 
the organization needs to pursue goals that we 
collectively find worthwhile. I personally value 
positive atheism and the promotion of separation 
of religion and government. I have served on the 
board as treasurer since 2011, and I appreciate 
the opportunity to continue.

Heather Hegi
Secretary
I am happy to have been nomi-
nated this year as Secretary on 
the Board of Directors. Having 
been the Chair of Minnesota 
Atheists these last three years 
and having served as Secre-
tary before, I’m well prepared 
to take on this position. I look 
forward to continuing to serve 
our membership and the greater atheist popula-
tion of Minnesota as a member of the board. In 
addition to the duties of recording minutes and 
giving reports, I will continue to do what I can to 
make sure Minnesota Atheists itself is running 
smoothly. 
The board is working to modernize Minnesota 
Atheists and tap into the growing atheist popu-
lation. I want us to become a greater force in our 
state and motivate atheists to stand up for secu-
larism. I’m proud to be a part of this team. 

Kamrin Duncan
Director at Large
I have served on the board of 
Minnesota Atheist for 1 year and 
it has been a great experience 
to see firsthand the positive 
impact that MNA has made at 
the individual and community 
level. I am excited to see the 
positive changes coming to MNA 
over the upcoming year as we 
continue to grow and improve the organization. 
Enhancing MNA presence in the Minnesota com-
munity is important for educating and breaking 
barriers with atheism. It is critical that we con-
tinue to defend groups and institutions that are 
threatened based on religious preferences. I’m 
looking forward to another year working with our 
amazing to team to continue these efforts. 

Alyssa Ehni
Director at Large
I am excited to continue my ser-
vice with Minnesota Atheists as 
a director at large. This past
year we have made strides in 
setting up our organization for 
future growth and I look forward 
to continuing this work. Creat-
ing the frameworks to empower 
our members to contribute to 
that growth is my focus for this year. 

Dane Haverly
Director at Large
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Opinion
Playing God; You Can’t Have It Both Ways

By Milo Grika
In April of 2018, Alfie Evans, the 23-month-

old, critically ill, British toddler whose parents 
fought to keep him alive, died after doctors at the 
Liverpool hospital decided that his “semi-vegeta-
tive state” with almost no brain function meant 
that there was no chance of regaining conscious-
ness and removed life support after the family 
lost a court battle. His parents had the support of 
Pope Francis who even had plans to transfer him 
to a Vatican hospital; all because of the Catholic 
church’s stance on the reverence of life.

This is the same reasoning behind the church 
being against abortion, self-inflicted and assisted 
suicide, and even against birth control. It basi-
cally boils down to the idea that only God has the 
right to decide the fate of a human life and for 
mortals to do so, constitutes “playing God.”

But why is only 
ending a life “playing 
God”? Many (most?) 
believers believe 
that when God takes a life, he is calling that soul 
“home.” Earth is merely the training ground or 
proving ground, while our real domain is in heav-
en. Thinking this way is certainly one way to deal 
with a young person’s death, especially babies — 
“God just needed more angels.”

But given this job of God, wouldn’t any doc-
toring be considered “playing God” since the 
care giver, or therapy, is in effect going against 
the wishes of God? That is, delaying the home-
bound trip of the soul. And not just life support, 
which is certainly keeping someone just one inch 
ahead of the reaper, but antibiotics, chemo, and 
life-saving surgeries are also to blame for main-
taining one’s life on Earth, while keeping them 
from their appointed (and theoretically celebrat-
ed) move to the hereafter.

In fact, just trying to ease a cold should be 
wrong if you believe that God determined that 
you should have a cold. The bible is chock full of 
stories where God has stricken his flock with pain 
and suffering as a test of their faith. Wouldn’t 
anything other than enduring the test be an act 

against God? Isn’t any action against the will of 
God idolatrous?

And then we have the problem of prayers for 
healing. Basically anyone that prays for anoth-
er is also engaging in idolatry. That is, they are 
saying that God is wrong for what he is doing 
to this person and should really reconsider his 
intent. This is beside the fact that prayer healing 
is proven to not work ... at all. Many studies on 
prayer have been done, by groups determined 
to prove that it works by the way, and all (ALL) 
have shown that there is no discernible effect. 
In the end, they’ve had to change their tune and 
say things like, “God is not a vending machine” 
because the alternative is having to say that God 
isn’t listening.

Of course there are fundamentalist Christian 
groups that do believe that only God can (more-
over, is allowed to) heal. The one that usually 
comes to mind is The Church of Christ, Scientist 
(a.k.a. Christian Science). But there are a number 
of specific Pentecostal churches that been in the 
news more recently, especially when children die 

due to a lack of medical 
care, including Faith 
Tabernacle Congrega-
tion and First Century 

Gospel Church in Pennsylvania, Followers of 
Christ Church and General Assembly and Church 
of the First Born in Oregon, and a married cou-
ple in Wisconsin that self identify as Pentecostal 
Christians. And while we like to think of these 
parents as radical, in reality they are simply liter-
alists; true bible followers.

I especially find it interesting that in vitro fer-
tilization is not seen as “playing God.” Taking an 
egg, fertilizing it, and producing a viable human 
fetus in a petri dish is pretty god-like. Further-
more, the amount of time a fetus must be in a 
womb is shortening every year with the time that 
doctors can wait before implanting an IVF fetus 
and how early a preemie can be born; eventually 
the womb can be eliminated altogether. And yet, 
while the creation of life is okey-dokey, ending 
the life of someone with a terminal illness is 
abhorrent.

Regardless, it just proves that the religious 
are hypocrites when it comes to “playing God.” 
A life saved is a moral right, but a perceived life 
taken is an amoral blight.

A life saved is a moral right, but a perceived 
life taken is an amoral blight.
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Atheists Talk
Radio Show

Podcasts can be listened to 
at www.mnatheists.org (scroll 
down to the podcast link), 
https://www.patreon.com/
AtheistTalk. You can catch our 

show live, every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. 
Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show 
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or 
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or 
tweet us anytime at @atheiststalk.

Sponsors of the program are Q.Cumbers 
restaurant in Edina, American Atheists, and the 
members and donors of Minnesota Atheists. To 
support the program, go to the MNA web page 
donation/radio, giveMN/minnesotaatheists, 
https://www.patreon.com/AtheistTalk or donate 
by mail to our PO Box. All donations are tax de-
ductible.

Recent Programs
Ep 480 Robert Stanley Returns
Sunday December 2, 2018
Robert Stanley returns for a conversation with 
Hertzey and Maddy. You can find Robert pod-
casting at https://www.therighttoreason.com/
podcasts-1/

Ep 481 Sarah Frey, Grassroots Activism
Sunday December 9, 2018
Joseph sits down with Sarah Frey to discuss 
grassroots activism.
https://secular.org/grassroots/

Ep 482 Everyone’s Agnostic 
December 16, 2018
Marie D’Elephant, co-host of the podcast Every-
one’s Agnostic, joins us to talk about her podcast, 
her life, and her journey from Christian to Athe-
ist.
You can find Everyone’s Agnostic where ever 
quality podcasts are found, check out their show 
page here: http://www.everyonesagnostic.com/

Ep 483 Fall of Frosty, A Radio Drama
December 23, 2018
Welcome to our very first radio drama, Fall of 
Frosty: A War on Christmas Retrospective. This 
was such a fun project for all of us here at Athe-
ists Talk, and we hope you enjoy this unique 
perspective on what has become an annual event 
or rather non-event; the war on Christmas.

Ep 484 The Atheist in the Trailer Park
Dec 30, 2018
In this show we talk with Tucker Drake from 
Atheist in the Trailer Park about fictions we hold 
on to! Things like swimming after eating, it takes 
seven years to digest gum, and more!
LINKS: http://tparkatheist.blogspot.com/

Ep 485 Secular Buddhism
Sunday January 6, 2019
We are joined by Ted Meisner who is the host of 
both The Secular Buddhist and Present Moment: 
Mindfulness Practice and Science podcasts. In 
addition to all of this podcasting, Ted is also the 
program director for The Center for Mindfulness 
in Medicine, Health Care, and Society in Massa-
chusetts.
LINKS: 
https://www.umassmed.edu/cfm/community/
meditation-community
https://presentmomentmindfulness.com/prac-
tice-circle/

Ep 486 Religion in Anime
Sunday January 13, 2019
Luciano is a professional writer whose work can 
be found on sites such as Latino Rebels, Patheos, 
DLG Media, and elsewhere. He has experience 
working on podcasts and can help design and 
create graphics.
However,today Luciano is here to talk about the 
intersection of religion and anime. It’s a fun con-
versation, and we look forward to having him on 
as a guest again!
LINKS: 
https://www.lucianothewriter.com/blog-
posts/2018/12/31/thought-train-2-holiday-spe-
cial-amp-an-experiment
https://www.lucianothewriter.com/
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Treasury Report
November 2018

By Chris Matthews  

Radio Fund
 $50 Erik Englebretson
 $10 Cynthia Flaig
 $10 Gene & Anita Martinez
 $70 Total Radio Fund

General/Visibility Fund
 $200 Thomas Bauch
 $100 John Annen
 $100 Keith Thorkelson
 $50 Ben Blanchard
 $50 Ben Zvan
 $50 Mandy & Ross Meisner
 $50 Rajiv Vaidyanathan
 $35 Geraldine Donnelly
 $25 Jeff Koeppen
 $25 Linda Frieden
 $25 Tim Traynor
 $10 Steve Petersen
 $5 Cindy, William, and Mike Thurston
 $12 PayPal Giving Fund
 $737 Total General/Visibility Fund

Building Fund
 $50 Erik Englegretson
 $50 Total Building Fund

Total Income $857

Current Building Fund $140,535

Top Expenses
 $820 Radio Show
 $511 Newsletter

Black History Month
Celebrating Black Atheists

By Milo Grika 

Many atheists started out as believers, or 
were brought up in religious households, and as 
hard as it might have been to break from religion, 
and even harder to come out to family mem-
bers, it seems to me that the black community, 
as a whole, is much more fervent. And so, I have 
greater respect for blacks that have shaken that 
final yoke of slavery, especially since the love of 
the almighty and a place in heaven is seen as the 
due justice of being enslaved. With that, here are 
a few black atheist that should be included in 
anyone’s list of heroes.

We’ll start with perhaps the most obvious 
choice, journalist and historian Carter G. Wood-
son (1875–1950), who in 1926, proposed “Negro 
History Week,” which later evolved into Black 
History Month.

Next up is the co-founder of the venerable 
organization, the NAACP. W.E.B DuBois (1868-
1963), described himself as a freethinker and was 
critical of the black church, which he said was too 
slow in supporting or promoting racial equality.

A little more modern, we have Charlie Park-
er (August 29, 1920 – March 12, 1955), jazz saxo-
phonist and composer. Parker was an outlier at a 
time when converting to Islam was starting to be 
all the rage for black entertainers.

Probably the person with the most name rec-
ognition is Neil deGrasse Tyson (born October 
5, 1958). American astrophysicist, author, and 
science communicator, who garners respect from 
nearly everyone, even though he is very open 
about his non belief (and perhaps because he 
isn’t quite militant about it).

And perhaps my biggest hero of the list, 
and the only foreign-born person (Somali-born 
Dutch-American), Ayaan Hirsi Ali, (born 13 
November 1969). Not only did she do the un-
thinkable of escaping an arranged marriage in 
the Muslim tradition, but she is an open apostate 
(punishable by death in Muslim law), and she is 
an ardent fighter for the rights of women and 
girls suffering religion-sanctioned abuse, espe-
cially fighting to end female genital mutilation.

The Wall continued from page 3
gized by Anthony Kennedy’s retirement from the 
Supreme Court, and his replacement by a strident 
opponent of the separation of church and state, 
Brett Kavanaugh.

Project Blitz is likely to alienate and intim-
idate non-religious students and teachers, but 
that is surely its intent.
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2019 Day of Reason
Theme: Secular Voices

This year our Day of Reason event will have 
the theme “Secular Voices.” This will be an as-
sembly of citizens from around the state who use 
their voices and actions to promote secularism 
in government and in our daily lives. Minnesota 
Atheists welcomes those who are religious but 
actively support our secular Constitution, as this 
is a common bond for all American residents.

We encourage attendees to bring hand-held 
signs indicating the group they represent, or 
their passion for church-state separation. Signs 
must have a positive message and match our 
theme. Signs for Minnesota Atheists and the Day 
of Reason will be hung behind the speaker’s lec-
tern. This event will be recorded. 

If you represent an atheist, humanist or 
freethought organization from Minnesota let us 
know if you would like to speak. If you know of 
a religious group that supports secular govern-
ment and separation of government and religion, 
we also would like to know so that we can invite 
them too. 

Minnesota Atheists Day of Reason Committee 
members for 2019:

Heather Hegi, chair@mnatheists.org
Steve Petersen, address@mnatheists.org
Hertzey Hertz, sec@mnatheists.org
Benjamin Blanchard, dir1@mnatheists.org

Save the date for our 2019 Day of Reason:
Date: May 2, 2019
Location: State Capitol Rotunda
Time: 1:15 to 2:30
Host: Minnesota Atheists
Theme: Secular Voices 

Day of Reason 2018
Left to right: Raymond Dehn, IIhan Omar. Tina Liebling 
and Mike Friedberg

Day of Reason 2018
August Berkshire

Day of Reason 2018
Steve Petersen and Heather Hegi
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Virginia Woolf

By Milo Grika
Adeline Virginia Woolf (née Stephen; 1882– 

1941) was an English writer, considered one of the 
most important modernist 20th-century authors.

There isn’t much in the way of direct quotes 
that points to her (lack of) beliefs, but this one is 
unmistakable:

“I have had a most shameful and distressing 
interview with dear [T.S.] Tom Eliot, who may be 
called dead to us all from this day forward. He has 
become an Anglo-Catholic believer in God and 
immortality, and goes to church. I was shocked. A 
corpse would seem to me more credible than he 
is. I mean, there’s something obscene in a living 
person sitting by the fire and believing in God.”

—Woolf

And speaking as one of her characters:

“She thought there were no Gods; no one was 
to blame; and so she evolved this atheist’s religion 
of doing good for the sake of goodness.”

—Woolf, Mrs. Dalloway

Cryptogram Answer
The fundamental defect of Christian ethics 
consists in the fact that it labels certain classes 
of acts ‘sins’ and others ‘virtue’ 
on grounds that have nothing to do with their 
social consequence.

—Bertrand Russell
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Upcoming Events

Fundraiser, Shave Your Head, Raise Money for Childhood Cancer Research Thursday, March 7, 
5:00-8:00 PM, Minneapolis Children’s Hospital, 2525 Chicago Ave S, Minneapolis. https://www.stbal-
dricks.org/teams/mypage/122571/2019

Dinner with the Board Sunday, April 14, 5:00-8:00 PM, Seven Oak Condominiums, 3412 Oak Ridge 
Rd, Minnetonka. $45 per person

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 
7:00–8:00 p.m., 
Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis. 
Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God. 

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m., 
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00–7:00 p.m., 
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove
And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul
NOTE: Two different locations. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m., 
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota–atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Alyssa Ehni 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Heather Hegi 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Georgia Hancock Tsoi 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Hertzey Hertz 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Ben Blanchard 
dir1@mnatheists.org
**Open Position** 
dir2@mnatheists.org
Kamrin Duncan 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
nup@minn.net 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
chair@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 183 
Life members: 45 
Meetup members: 
3,045
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD
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Copyright 2019 by Minnesota Atheists.
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Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.


