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The Organization Optimization Project
March Public Meeting

The membership has elected the 2019 Board of Minnesota Atheists 
including a new President and a new Chair. We are excited to get to work 
and continue the work we started last year.

Over the last year, the board has been working on a plan to modernize 
and become more effective. Now the board is ready to bring the plan to 
the membership, solicit feedback, and make refinements.

We will present and take feedback on the following aspects of our Or-
ganizational Optimization Project:

• Implementation of a modified version of the ACES model (Ameri-
can Atheists)

• Reviewing roles and responsibilities 
• Organizational strategy moving forward
• Future collaboration opportunities
We want to keep our membership informed and involved, so we look 

forward to seeing you here. 

Sunday, March 17 , 2018
1:00–1:15 p.m.: Social
1:15–1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting 
1:45–2:00 p.m.: Break
2:00–3:30 p.m.: Program

4:00 p.m.: Dinner

Ridgedale Public Library
12601 Ridgedale Dr
Minnetonka MN 55305

Lakeshore Grill in Macy’s in the 
Ridgedale Mall
12401 Wayzata Blvd

Board of Minnesota Atheists (partial) 2019
Left to right: Chris Matthews, Alyssa Ehni, Hertzey Hertz, 
Ben Blanchard, Dane Haverly, and Heather Hegi.
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

F d a t  e i j a  u m i u k m  o p h m k d m r  d p  i p m  a t d py  d j 

r i o p w m w  o u i p  h k d p w  h m k d m r  d p  c p i a t m z .

— Y m i z y  N t z d j a i u t  K d n t a m p h m z y

President’s Column
The Future of MN Atheists

By Ben Blanchard
Greetings and salutations!

As the newly elected presi-
dent of Minnesota Atheists, I am 

pleased to pen this, my first president’s column. 
Before we get into the meat of my mission for 
the next year, I want to tell you a little about my 
reason for spending so much time in the atheist 
community. The atheist community is where I 
feel comfortable, and safe, and challenged, so 
I have chosen it as my home. Having spent the 
better part of a decade in one leadership role or 
another in the greater atheo-sphere, I have seen 
what we, as a community, can achieve. 

I have seen small schools where our com-
munity can act as a landing pad to students first 
coming to terms with their atheism. I have seen 
our community act as a support to people tossed 
out by their loved ones. And I have seen the life-
long friendships that could only blossom in the 
unique situations that being a prominent atheist 
brings about. 

But I have also seen some of the worst things 
a community could bring. Fraud. Embezzlement. 
Violence. Lawsuits (allegedly, of course.)

As a community, we have so much strength 
and power, but it is up to all of us to make sure 
it is wielded responsibly. It is my goal to make 
sure that Minnesota Atheists does the best job 
possible, not just as a 501(c)(3), and not just for 
our members, but as the representation of Posi-
tive Atheism for people in our state. In order to 
achieve this, we as an organization have a lot to 
accomplish. 

To this end, I would like to state my three 
goals for Minnesota Atheists over the next year. 
First, I want to increase our membership num-
bers, both by gaining more supporters in our 
efforts, and by transforming non-dues paying 
participants to dues-paying members. Second, I 
want to develop membership leadership in our 
organization, by making it easier for members to 
step up and lead projects and activities. Third, 
I want to develop stronger organizational part-
nerships, to enable us to do more good, and gain 
more respect as a community. 

As we announced at our last public meet-
ing, beginning April 1st we will be using a new 
membership platform, Wild Apricot, to better 
keep track of our membership. This is aligned 
with my first year goal of increasing membership 
numbers. By taking this important step forward, 
keeping an actual database of our members, 

Continued on page 9
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News and Notes
Religious Freedom Day

By George Francis Kane
In January, State Senator 

John Marty (D, 66) introduced 
SR 53, “a Senate resolution 
expressing the sense of the 

Minnesota Senate concerning Religious Freedom 
Day.” Religious Freedom Day, on January 16, is 
the anniversary of the passage in 1786 of the 
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom, authored 
by Thomas Jefferson. While we would prefer that 
government take no position on things religious, 
it was a benign resolution that the “Senate of the 
State of Minnesota … will work to protect the 
rights of all people to practice their religion, free 
from interference in their beliefs, whether from 
government or any other institution or group.” 
There was nothing in the resolution that would 
offend the Establishment Clause.

Nevertheless, it does not say what the prin-
ciple backers of Religious Freedom Day want it 
to be. Congress declared January 16, 1993, Re-
ligious Freedom Day, and every year since the 
president has issued a declaratory proclamation. 
Now a group called Gateways to Better Educa-
tion (religiousfreedomday.com) is trying to turn 
it into a tool for the Christian takeover of pub-
lic schools with legislation in every state. They 
have published on their website a guide book 
for Religious Freedom Day activities. Classroom 
activities they recommend are that students can 
pray, read their Bible or other religious books, 
and talk about their faith at school during school 
hours; that students can organize prayer groups 
and religious clubs and announce their meetings; 
that students can express their faith in their class 
work and homework; that teachers can organize 
prayer groups and Bible studies; that students 
may be able to go off campus to have a Bible 
study during school hours; and that students can 
express their faith at a school event.

A broader attempt to expand the strength of 
Christianity in American government is Project 
Blitz, a movement designed to promote Christian 
influence over government, mirroring the work 
of the American Legislative Exchange Council 
(ALEC) on other conservative issues. Their plan 

is to propose boilerplate bills and resolutions to 
conservative legislators in every state.

Project Blitz’s guide book for legislators, 
“Report and Analysis on Religious Freedom 
Measures Impacting Prayer and Faith in Ameri-
ca,” is available online at https://nationallegal-
foundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/
Report-and-Analysis_Religious-Freedom-Legis-
lation_FINAL.pdf. Project Blitz does not provide 
the complete text of any bill, because formatting 
requirements differ from state to state. Rather, 
they provide talking points and an abundance of 
quotes to be used when drafting a state bill. Here 
is their list of “religious liberty” legislation they 
promote:
Public Policy Resolutions

1. Resolution Establishing Public Policy 
Favoring Intimate Sexual Relations Only 
Between Married, Heterosexual Couples

2. Resolution Establishing Public Policy 
Favoring Reliance on and Maintenance of 
Birth Gender

3. Resolution Establishing Public Policy 
Favoring Adoption by Intact Heterosexual, 
Marriage-based Families

Protection for Professionals and Individuals
1. Marriage Tolerance Act (First Amendment 

Defense Act)
2. Preserving Religious Freedom Act (Reli-

gious Freedom Restoration Act or “State 
RFRA”)

3. Child Protection Act
4. Clergy Protection Act
5. Licensed Professional Civil Rights Act

Protection for Teachers and Students
1. Student Prayer Certification Act
2. Teacher Protection Act
3. Preserving Religious Freedom in School 

Act
The last group of bills show that like Gate-

ways to Better Education, Project Blitz places 
a particular focus on the religious activities of 
public-school teachers and students. The Stu-
dent Prayer Certification Act is to ensure that 
schools have no policies that prevent prayer. 
The Teacher Protection Act requires the school 
district and the state to cover all legal costs for a 
teacher who is sued for imposing religion in the 

Continued on page 4
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February Meeting 
Review
Mandisa Thomas of Black 
Nonbelievers

By August Berkshire
Mandisa Thomas, the found-

er and president of the national organization 
Black Nonbelievers (https://blacknonbelievers.
wordpress.com), spoke to Minnesota Atheists in 
February in honor of Black History Month. Her 
talk was entitled “Fear of a Black Atheist.”

Black Nonbelievers has 14 local affiliates 
throughout the country, including Black Non-
believers of Minneapolis (https://www.meetup.
com/Black-Freethinkers-of-Minnesota).

In addition to her leadership of Black Non-
believers, Mandisa Thomas is on the National 
Board of Directors of American Atheists. She was 
recently among five black women featured on the 
cover of The Humanist magazine and was inter-
viewed in Playboy magazine.

The atheist movement, including Minnesota 
Atheists, is predominantly white. Given that, one 
of the highlight’s of Mandisa’s presentation was 
a slide entitled: “Are You REALLY an Ally?”

Under DON’T she listed:
• Assume you can’t help.
• Assume we all care about the same issues, or 

even think alike.
• Dismiss the importance of our groups.
• Become defensive when we discuss our con-

cerns.
• Say “I don’t see color or race.”

Under DO she listed:
• Listen and learn.
• Adjust your attitudes and actions when present-

ed with new information.
• Make sure we’re sufficiently part of input.
• Collaborate and participate.
• Have information and resources available.
• DONATE and SUPPORT!

In her presentation, Mandisa recommended 
two books: The Ebony Exodus Project: Why Some 
Black Women Are Walking Out on Religion – and 

Others Should Too by Candace R. M. Gorham 
LPC. and Emancipation of a Black Atheist by D. K. 
Evans.

Black Nonbelievers is also helping to raise 
money for the film Exodus (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=jej6u9QCCOw), which is described 
on YouTube as “a feature-length documentary 
about the growing number of African-Americans 
leaving religion. Award-winning journalist Da-
vid Person takes an in-depth look at this trend 
by examining the lives of black atheists.... Our 
subjects tell their stories of coming out atheist, 
including the prejudice and social problems they 
face as part of the most religious demographic in 
America.”

Finally, Mandisa promoted the upcoming 
Women of Color Beyond Belief conference in 
Chicago, Oct. 4–6, 2019 (http://wocbeyondbelief.
com/the-conference) and the Black Nonbelievers 
SeaCon Caribbean cruise, November 10–16, 2019 
(https://bnseacon.com/bn-seacon-2019).

Both events are open to everyone.

RFD continued from page 3
classroom. The Preserving Religious Freedom in 
School Act prevents public schools from penal-
izing a student based on the religious content 
of coursework, artwork, or other written or oral 
assignments.

In Minnesota, the target audience for Project 
Blitz’s work is the Minnesota Legislative Prayer 
Caucus. They seem to have made an unforced 
error by permitting John Marty to slide in a Reli-
gious Freedom Day resolution when they did not 
have one to submit.

Stay alert for further activities by Project 
Blitz.
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In Memoriam
Ken Kressin

By Steve Peterson
I am sad to report the 

death of Ken Kressin, from 
pancreatic cancer at the age 
of 57. He died at home in 
Cannon Falls, MN. 

Ken was the founder and 
leader for Cannon Falls Free-
thinkers. He was an atheist, 
humanist and activist in his 
community and his family meant everything to 
him. Ken was a person who was comfortable with 
who he was and his easy demeanor disarmed 
many who may have disagreed with his religious 
views, although that was not universal in Can-
non Falls. During the same sex marriage debates 
a few years ago Ken would protest churches who 
politicized their religious objection to same sex 
marriage. He did this with homemade signs and 
use of the public sidewalks. By in large, the public 
agreed with his stand. 

With Minnesota Atheists, Ken sponsored 
Roy Zimmerman, a folk singer, at our 2015 out-
door Day of Reason and spoke at our 2013 Day 
of Reason. He was on our radio program and a 
speaker at a meeting, discussing being an atheist 
in small-town Minnesota. He marched with us at 
Pride and May Day, events. Many of our members 
over the years would attend camp outs at Ken’s 
home along the Cannon Falls river. Ken would 
make parking space signs with historic atheists’ 
and freethinkers’ names. Ken cleaned highways 
and hiking trails, was active in the local theater 
company, and sponsored a Little Free Library. His 
interests were broad based and diverse. Ken was a 
person of principle and he lived out those princi-
ples in his daily actions and that might have been 
one of his most unique accomplishments of a 
leader in both words and actions. 

On a snowy winter Sunday in February his 
family held his memorial. They were expecting 
a small turnout. A few hundred came. Most were 
Cannon Falls neighbors who wanted to pay his 
family their respect for a person who was an 
integral part of their community. I was able to 
be there also and what I found out was Ken, who 

I know only one dimension of his life of Free-
thought activism, had a deep wealth community 
connection, friends and family who loved him 
dearly.

Ken died at the prime of his life but even 
when he faced death with hospice care, he was a 
leader by posting some of his personal details of 
his end-of-life experience. It was very emotional 
to read but at the same time it reflected his com-
munity leadership in allowing others to better 
understand the dying process. Ken will be missed 
by so many of us but mostly by his spouse Heide 
and his family.
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Atheists Talk
Radio Show

Podcasts can be listened to 
at www.mnatheists.org (scroll 
down to the podcast link), 
https://www.patreon.com/
AtheistTalk. You can catch our 

show live, every Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. 
Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show 
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or 
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or 
tweet us anytime at @atheiststalk.

Sponsors of the program are Q.Cumbers 
restaurant, American Atheists, and the members 
and donors of Minnesota Atheists. To support 
the program, go to mnatheists.org Join/Do-
nate Radio Fund, giveMN/minnesotaatheists, 
https://www.patreon.com/AtheistTalk or donate 
by mail to our PO Box. All donations are tax de-
ductible.

Recent Programs
Ep 488 Stinky Stardust Feet, January 27, 2019
We’re joined by Chelsea Pine author of the chil-
dren’s book Stinky Stardust Feet. Many folks 
ask us about our recommendations for chil-
dren’s books and we can’t recommend this book 
enough.
From the about page:
“Stinky Stardust Feet gives kids and parents an 
opportunity to discuss science, religion, tra-
ditions, and any questions about the universe 
around them. (And to do so in a lighthearted 
manner — the book is funny!)”
LINKS: https://stinkystardustfeet.com/
Kickstarter: https://www.kickstarter.com/proj-
ects/1296423930/stinky-stardust-feet 

Ep 489 Evidence Based Eating with Farmer 
Dell, February 3, 2019
Maddy sits down with Farmer Dell of the Evi-
dence Based Eating Podcast to discuss a variety 
of topics around food science, food labeling, mis-
conceptions in farming practices, and some dairy 
cow biology.
I really encourage everyone to become a Patreon, 

even for just an episode, to listen to this com-
plete program. Farmer Dell and I chatted about 
farming & food discussion where Farmer Dell ex-
plains why they are essentially a bovine OBGYN, 
why baby cows aren’t ruminants, but adult cows 
are, and how artisanal milk is made.
Podcast Link: https://www.spreaker.com/show/
evidence-based-eating
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/evbase-
deating/

Ep 490 Steve Shives & Farmer Dell, February 
10, 2019
Farmer Dell and Steve Shives join Hertzey to chat 
about Star Trek, pets, and a potpouri of topics
Links:
Steve Shives on YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/user/stevelikes2curse
Farmer Dell: https://www.spreaker.com/show/
evidence-based-eating

Ep 491 Fraser Cain, February 17, 2019
We are happy to be joined by Fraser Cain, cohost 
of Astronomy Cast, publisher of Universe Today, 
and creator of the YouTube channel Guide to 
Space. Fraser just put out a fantastic guide for 
amateur astronomy, The Universe Today, Ultimate 
Guide to Viewing the cosmos, Everything You Need 
to Know to Become an Amateur Astronomer.
We chat with Fraser about the book, science 
communication, Astronomy Cast, and touch on 
atheism and flat earthers at the end.
Links:
Fraser’s book: https://www.universetoday.
com/139658/our-book-the-universe-today-ulti-
mate-guide-to-viewing-the-cosmos/
Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/Universe-To-
day-Ultimate-Viewing-Cosmos/dp/1624145442/
Barnes & Noble: https://www.barnesandnoble.
com/w/the-universe-today-ultimate-guide-to-
viewing-the-cosmos-david-dickinson/112833056
3?ean=9781624145445#/
Indie Bound: https://www.indiebound.org/
book/9781624145445
Astronomy Cast: http://www.astronomycast.
com/
Guide to Space: https://www.youtube.com/play-
list?list=PLbJ42wpShvml6Eg22WjWAR-6QUufH-
Fh2v
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Slaughterhouse Regulations
Strange Bedfellows on Both Sides

By George Francis Kane
In the United States we are seeing cries of 

“religious freedom” invoked by right-wing politi-
cians and organizations as a weapon against laws 
protecting the civil rights of gays and women. For 
example, in the Masterpiece Cakeshop vs. Colora-
do Civil Rights Commission case, the business was 
able to defy a state law banning discrimination 
against same-sex couples by asserting that bak-
ing a cake for a same-sex wedding would violate 
the baker’s religious beliefs. In some states, laws 
have been passed allowing pharmacists to refuse 
to sell contraceptive or abortifacient drugs, based 
on their religious beliefs.

In Europe, religious objection to secular laws 
is flaring up over the slaughter of animals. On 
New Year’s Day, a regulation took effect in the 
Flanders and Wallonia 
regions of Belgium 
that requires animals 
to be rendered insen-
sible to pain before slaughter. Some form of this 
regulation is already in effect in most of Europe. 
The opposition to this requirement comes from 
two groups that we are accustomed to see in 
opposition, Muslims and Jews, who claim that it 
contradicts the animal slaughter procedures pre-
scribed by halal and kosher rules. Both religions 
assert that the animals must be in perfect health, 
therefore not stunned first; and that they must 
be killed with a single slice to the neck.

The principle impetus for the bill comes from 
animal rights activists, for humanitarian con-
cerns, but Belgian Jews and Muslims see a much 
darker motive: an attempt by anti-Semites and 
Islamophobes to stigmatize them.

Most European countries allow some form of 
exemption for religious beliefs, but Belgium is 
joining Sweden, Norway, Iceland, Denmark and 
Slovenia as nations that do not provide any. In 
the United States this has not been an issue since 
the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act of 1958 
decreed that the halal and kosher procedures 
are equally humane to stunning. In my personal 
opinion (there is nothing in Minnesota Atheists’ 
public policy positions to provide guidance) this 

fiat should be re-examined by qualified scientists. 
If it can be shown that the religiously mandated 
procedure for slaughter causes unnecessary suf-
fering, it should be stopped. We should demand 
an empirical resolution of this question.

I am, of course, averse to joining forces with 
anti-Semites and Islamophobes, especially if it 
will provide fuel to those who want to link athe-
ism with “haters.” Humane treatment of food 
animals is a sufficient justification for legislative 
action, however. If religious bigots try to hijack 
the issue, we should promptly and vigorously 
denounce them.

The issue of religious freedom is that govern-
ment should never be able to obligate to its citi-
zens any religious orthodoxy. The religious claim 
in this case is that opponents want to be allowed 
to follow ancient traditions that have been en-
twined with their religion’s instructions. This 
right cannot be absolute, but must be accommo-
dated to universal secular standards. Support-

ers of strict halal and 
kosher requirements 
argue that their proce-
dures for slaughter are 

as painless as stunning. Good! We should be able 
to agree then on how to resolve the argument. 
Let’s determine if their claim is true. We cannot 
justify intentional cruelty merely because it is 
traditional.

For example, there have been many “honor 
killings” in Western countries of daughters whose 
conduct, the family believed, shamed them. The 
overwhelming majority of these were committed 
in Muslim families. Muslim scholars explain that 
the practice is entirely cultural, and that noth-
ing in the Qur’an permits it. But what if some 
father asserted that his murder of his daughter 
was required by his deeply held religious belief? 
Would any jury give him a pass? Tradition cannot 
justify murder, and it should not justify cruelty to 
animals.

Different legislatures have decided that 
certain exceptions to the animal stunning re-
quirement would be allowed. For example, that 
the faithful could still import kosher and halal 
meats, or that ritual slaughter is permissible for 
private consumption, just not for sale. I believe 
that these questions deserve reconsideration in 
the United States.

Tradition cannot justify murder, and it should 
not justify cruelty to animals
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Treasury Report
December 2018

By Chris Matthews 

Radio Fund
 $200 Jay Mellentin
 $10 Cynthia Flaig
 $210 Total Radio Fund

General/Visibility Fund
 $200 David Bicking
 $100 Paul Heffron
 $75 Marcia Hunter
 $50 Dean Borghorst
 $50 Mandy & Ross Meisner
 $30 Geri Jensen
 $25 Michael Toft
 $25 Vicky Hagens
 $9 PayPal Giving Fund
 $564 Total General/Visibility Fund

Building Fund
 $50 Dean Borghorst
 $50 Total Building Fund

Total Income $824

Current Building Fund $140,585

Top Expenses
 $3,966 Solstice Event
 $1,125 Radio Show

Dinner With The 
Board
Save The Date

By Alyssa Ehni 
Save the Date! Dinner with 

the Board will be held on April 
14th this year. Coincidentally, 

April 14th is Palm Sunday. I hear the best way 
to celebrate Palm Sunday is by enjoying a lovely 
meal with your fellow heathens and raising mon-
ey for Minnesota Atheists’ speaker’s fund. You 
will also have the opportunity to converse with 
board members about the topics that are import-
ant to you. 

In case you need more convincing, this year 
we will be serving a delightful Cuban inspired 
menu. The main course is a tender pulled pork 
slow cooked with tomato and spices, accompa-
nied by flavorful black beans, and a bright bell 
pepper and mango rice dish. Dinner will be fol-
lowed by dessert. Vegan and gluten free options 
are available. Please indicate if an accommoda-
tion is necessary when you register. 

Tickets can be purchased at our online store. 
They are $45.00, $40.00 if you are a dues paying 
member. Seating is limited so secure your tickets 
ASAP. 

Save the date for Dinner With The Board:
Date: April 14, 2019
Location:
Seven Oak Condominiums
3412 Oak Ridge Road
Hopkins, MN 55305
Time: 5:30 p.m.

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.
Want to review a movie/TV show/book etc.?

Give us your take.

Enjoyed a gathering or event?
Tell us about it.

You can also send us a photo.
Have a comment about something we print-
ed? Don’t hold back. 

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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2019 Day of Reason
Theme: Secular Voices
**UPDATED**

This year our Day of Reason event will have 
the theme “Secular Voices.” This will be an as-
sembly of citizens from around the state who use 
their voices and actions to promote secularism 
in government and in our daily lives. Minnesota 
Atheists welcomes those who are religious but 
actively support our secular Constitution, as this 
is a common bond for all American residents.

We encourage attendees to bring hand-held 
signs indicating the group they represent, or 
their passion for church-state separation. Signs 
must have a positive message and match our 
theme. Signs for Minnesota Atheists and the Day 
of Reason will be hung behind the speaker’s lec-
tern. This event will be recorded.

Schedule to date: 
• Heather Hegi, Minnesota Atheists
• Hertzey Hertz, Minnesota Atheists
• Alyssa Ehni, Minnesota Atheists
• Benjamin Blanchard, Minnesota Atheists
• George Kane, Freethought Toastmasters
• Audrey Kingstrom, Humanists of Minne-

sota
• Mahad Muhammad, Black Freethinkers of 

Minnesota
• Jack Richter, Survivor of Conversion Ther-

apy.
If you represent an atheist, humanist or 

freethought organization in Minnesota let us 
know if you would like to speak. If you know of 
a religious group that supports secular govern-
ment and separation of government and religion, 
we also would like to know so that we can invite 
them too. 

Minnesota Atheists Day of Reason Committee 
members for 2019:

Heather Hegi, sec@mnatheists.org
Steve Petersen, address@mnatheists.org
Hertzey Hertz, chair@mnatheists.org
Benjamin Blanchard, pres@mnatheists.org

Save the date for our 2019 Day of Reason:
Date: May 2, 2019
Location: State Capitol Rotunda
Time: 1:15 to 2:30 p.m.
Host: Minnesota Atheists

we will be able to better understand and serve 
our membership. Eventually, this holistic soft-
ware will save us time and money, and allow us 
to grow to new heights. With members able to 
login and update their memberships, and new 
members able to register online, we are taking 
big steps to grow our official membership. As we 
develop as an organization, we will be utilizing 
additional parts of this platform, and will soon be 
shifting our website over, which will mean both a 
fresh look for us, and some cost-savings. Until we 
shift our website over, you may receive commu-
nications directing you to mnatheists.wildapri-
cot.org, which is a temporary landing page until 
we complete development of our new site. If you 
have any questions or concerns regarding this, 
please email me at pres@mnatheists.org, so I 
can address them directly.

In future columns, I am excited to discuss my 
second and third yearly goals, and the steps we 
are taking to achieve them, and better our organi-
zation. As always, I want everyone to know that 
feedback from you is greatly appreciated. If you 
have any thoughts or suggestions, please feel free 
to send me an email at pres@mnatheists.org or talk 
with me at an event. I want to know how we can 
better serve you, and Minnesota Atheists.

Future continued from page 2

Day of Reason 2018
Steve Petersen and Heather Hegi
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Lance Armstrong

By Milo Grika
Lance Edward Armstrong (born Lance Edward 

Gunderson; September 18, 1971) is an American 
former professional road-racing cyclist and founder 
of the Lance Armstrong Foundation, which sup-
ports people affected by cancer.

“If there was indeed a God at the end of my 
days, I hoped he didn’t say, ‘But you were never a 
Christian, so you’re going the other way from heav-
en.’ If so, I was going to reply, ‘You know what? 
You’re right. Fine.’”

—Armstrong

But this is my favorite!

“If there was a god, I’d still have both nuts.”
—Armstrong

Cryptogram Answer
With most people unbelief in one thing is 
founded upon blind belief in another.

—Georg Christoph Lichtenberg
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Upcoming Events

NW Metro Secular Women’s Daytime Social Thursday, March 28, 1:00–2:00 p.m., Maple Grove 
Library Room 132, 8001 Main St, Maple Grove.

Dinner with the Board Sunday, April 14, 5:00–8:00 p.m., Seven Oak Condominiums, 3412 Oak Ridge 
Rd, Minnetonka. $45 per person.

Volunteer at Second Harvest Heartland Saturday, April 27, 12:30–2:30 p.m., 7101 Winnetka Ave N, 
Brooklyn Park.

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 
7:00–8:00 p.m., 
Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis. 
Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God. 

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m., 
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00–7:00 p.m., 
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove
And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul
NOTE: Two different locations. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m., 
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota–atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Ben Blanchard 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Hertzey Hertz 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Georgia Hancock 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Alyssa Ehni 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly 
dir2@mnatheists.org

Kamrin Duncan 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
nup@minn.net 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
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Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org
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(AWE) 
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awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
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cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
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Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
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The American 
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Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
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for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 183 
Life members: 45 
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3,045
Minnesota Atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.


