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25 Reasons God-Belief is Dying
October Public Meeting

Polls and surveys have shown that religion is losing 
its grip in most societies, especially among young people. 
How and why are people losing their faith? Our speaker, 
August Berkshire, will document the decline of religion 
and present twenty-five reasons that god-belief is dying 
and how the efforts of atheists are succeeding.

August Berkshire has been active in the atheist move-
ment since 1984. He is a past president of Minnesota 
Atheists and is currently the Minnesota State Director for 
American Atheists and serves on their National Board of Directors. He is 
the author of numerous pamphlets and is the owner of the ATHEIST car 
license plate for Minnesota. He is proud to be listed in the reference book 
Who’s Who in Hell.
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Sunday, October 20, 2019
1:00–1:15 p.m.: Social
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4:00 p.m.: Dinner
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

T  y p  i p q  o g g j  p m j t d g y  q p  m g j t g b g  q av q  q a g 

h v k g  D py  f a p  g i y p f g y  ch  f t q a  h g i h g ,  u g v h p i  v i y 

t i q g j j g w q  av y  t i q g i y g y  o p u  ch  q p  o p u d p  q a g t u  ch g .

— D v j t j g p

President’s Column
Building a Better Tomorrow

By Ben Blanchard
Greetings to all my associ-

ates, allies, and other acquain-
tances.

One of the challenges I face 
in my position as President of Minnesota Athe-
ists is leading an organization that has so much 
history, both good and challenging, that affects 
our operations. Most organizational leaders have 
to deal with organizational history that predates 
their tenure as a leader, but with Minnesota 
Atheists, our organization predates my tenure as 
a human, with a legacy that precedes my birth. 
This is of course not a unique challenge, but I am 
always learning more about our roots and shared 
history as Minnesota Atheists.

One such piece of our shared history is a sub-
stantial sum of money you have probably noticed 
every month on our Treasurer’s report, the Build-
ing Fund. Currently, the Building fund has more 
than $140,000, the majority of which was raised 
more than a decade ago, with the goal of buying a 
building for a meeting space for our organization. 

There were several good efforts made to procure 
a building, but things never quite lined up, and 
the building fund and committee fell into a stag-
nant state for the last several years. When I first 
started working with the MNA Board, I gained 
a bit more information about the challenges of 
acquiring a building, and while I kept the idea 
simmering in the back of my mind, I was content 
to focus on more immediate needs and pass it off 
to be addressed later in the 10-year plan. A space 
that would meet our needs would be significantly 
more expensive than what we have raised, not to 
mention operational costs, so while I started to 
obsessively search commercial real estate list-
ings, it was primarily for fun.

That was, until earlier this year, when two 
brilliant members, one very long term and one 
fairly new to the community, took a renewed 
interest in reviving the building committee and 
figuring out a plan to get us a physical space. Just 
a few weeks ago, I joined a meeting with some 
of their committee and our board, and was in-
troduced to a potential pathway to us getting a 
physical space. There are still several major com-
ponents to be figured out, but I feel confident 
enough in our initiative to ask a bold question of 

Continued on page 5



October 2019 3

News and Notes
Rights Wronged

By George Francis Kane
This summer, Secretary of 

State Mike Pompeo, with little 
public notice, instituted a new 
commission based on his con-

servative Christian interpretation of U.S. history 
that aspires to roll back international develop-
ments in the understanding and recognition of 
human rights. According to the Charter of the 
State Department Commission of Unalienable 
Rights:

Its duties include advice and recommendations, 
for the Secretary’s approval, to guide U.S. dip-
lomatic and foreign policy decisions and actions 
with respect to human rights in international 
settings. The Commission’s charge is not to dis-
cover new principles, but to recover that which is 
enduring for the maintenance of free and open 
societies.
The phrase “not to discover new principles, 

but to recover that which is enduring” is fore-
boding. Pompeo, in an 
opinion in the Wash-
ington Post, clarified 
the intent when, after 
quoting from the Dec-
laration of Indepen-
dence that all men “are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights,” he wrote:

when politicians and bureaucrats create new 
rights, they blur the distinction between un-
alienable rights and ad hoc rights granted by 
governments….Unalienable rights are by nature 
universal. Not everything good, or everything 
granted by a government, can be a universal 
right. Loose talk of ‘rights’ unmoors us from the 
principles of liberal democracy.
Echoing Trump’s campaign theme to “Make 

America Great Again,” this commission hear-
kens back to an idealized history when human 
rights were believed to be instituted by God, and 
“unalienable” by mere human governments. In 
the view of the Trump administration, the “un-
alienable” right of religious freedom could be 
weaponized to beat back the reproductive rights 
of women and protections of the LGBTQ commu-

nity against social persecution.
By basing US commitments to human rights 

covenants on a rhetorical flourish in the Declara-
tion of Independence, the administration is de-
claring a new American exceptionalism, a unique 
insight that human rights are proclaimed by their 
one true God. This permits them to reject all de-
velopment since our nation’s founding.

Most importantly for our readers, this poli-
cy bases human rights policy in the proclama-
tions of a mythical god, and the prejudices of an 
ancient society that we have surpassed by two 
thousand years of development. These prejudic-
es, justified only by antiquity, merit no protection 
in our law or foreign policy.

Not surprisingly, the State Department Com-
mission of Unalienable Rights has been enthu-
siastically applauded by our domestic religious 
conservatives. Shortly after the commission was 
announced, groups such as Concerned Women 
for America, the Family Research Council, the 
Heritage Foundation and the Faith and Freedom 
Coalition released a letter praising it. The let-
ter stated that “the foundation of human rights 
is being watered-down by activists around the 

world promoting 
political ideology and 
identity group goals 
as ‘human rights.’” It 
further derided “dis-

guising” ideological activism as human rights, 
stating that it “distracts from the fundamental 
purposes of protecting human rights.”

That “fundamental purpose” is to protect 
what they regard as “true” human rights’ victims, 
principally victims of religious persecution, as 
opposed to women and the LGBT community, 
whom they feel stigmatize themselves by their 
own wanton choices. Ironically, one’s religion 
is truly a choice, whereas reproductive behavior 
and sexual attraction are now widely recognized 
as innate and unchangeable.

The United States does not have a very good 
record of committing to international human 
rights accords. We signed the Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide in 1948 but did not ratify it until 
1988. We signed the Convention on the Rights 

The United States does not have a very good 
record of committing to international human 
rights accords.

Continued on page 5
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Atheists Talk
Radio Show

By Steve Petersen
Podcasts available at www.

mnatheists.org (scroll down to 
the podcast link), https://www.

patreon.com/AtheistTalk.
Listen live, every Sunday morning at 9:00 

a.m. Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show 
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or 
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or 
Twitter at @atheiststalk.
Program sponsors: Q.Cumbers restaurant, Amer-
ican Atheists, and the members and donors of 
Minnesota Atheists. To support the program, go 
to mnatheists.org Join/Donate Radio Fund, 
giveMN/minnesotaatheists, https://www.patre-
on.com/AtheistTalk or donate by mail to our PO 
Box. All donations are tax deductible.

Recent Programs:
Ep 505 Ramblings with Ami
July 30, 2019
Jordan and Hertzey are joined by Ami Withani 
from Secular Soup to talk about... something? 
Admitedly we didn’t have a script, so you can’t 
say we didn’t stick to it!

Ep 506 Monette Richards, history of Secular 
Women
July 14, 2019
You’d think that a movement that’s so focused 
on growing wouldn’t want to chase off a large 
chunk of their potential membership. You’d think 
an organization dedicated to supporting that 
constituency within the larger movement would 
be considered useful instead of unwanted. The 
history of Secular Woman demonstrates that 
reality is way more complicated than that. Our 
guest is Monette Richards, current president of 
Secular Woman.

Ep 519 Left At The Valley
August 18th, 2019
Joined by Left at the Valley.

Ep 520 TEC Retreats Catholic Edition 
August 25th, 2019
Hertzey chats with Nancy and Matthew former 
TEC-ites.

Ep 521 Chester O’Gorman
September 8, 2019
We are happy to be joined by Professor Dr. Ches-
ter O’Gorman author of Demythologizing Reve-
lation.

Ep 522 The Ethics of Star Trek
September 15, 2019
Stephanie Zvan is joined by James Croft and 
Scott Lohman to discuss the ethics of Star Trek.

Treasury Report
July 2019

By Chris Matthews 

Atheist Outreach Fund Donation
 $10,000 Richard and LaGretta Dean Estate
 $10,000 Subtotal

Radio Fund Donations
 $500 Atheist Outreach Fund
 $100 Erik Englebretson
 $10 Cynthia Flaig
 $610 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $50 Mandy & Ross Meisner
 $42 anonymous
 $11 PayPal Giving Fund
 $103 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $0 Subtotal

 $10,213 Total Donations

Expenses
 $1,492 Parade, Booth, etc.
 $1,446 Large Social Events
 $524 Newsletter
 $410 Radio Show
 $210 Other
 $4,082 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $142,033



October 2019 5

Board Appointment

A vacancy has been created on the board: 
Hertzey Hertz has resigned from the chair po-
sition. As per our bylaws, Georgia Hancock who 
was in the Associate Chair position automatically 
becomes Chair. This leaves the vacancy in the 
Associate Chair position. Our bylaws allow the 
board to appoint members to vacant positions, 
the appointment needing approval from the gen-
eral membership. The board has chosen to make 
the following appointments:

• Director-at-Large, Kamrin Duncan, has been 
appointed to the Associate Chair position 
creating a vacancy in the Director-at-Large 
position.

• Maddy Love has been appointed to the Direc-
tor-at-Large position. She has been an active 
member in our community and an integral 
volunteer for our Atheists Talk Radio pro-
gram.
We pose a vote for approval at the October 

Public Meeting, Business Meeting starting at 1:15 
p.m. The Public Meeting is on Sunday, October 
20 at the Rondo Library, 461 Dale St N, St Paul.

you, our membership:

Will you give us a building?

There are countless stories of churches who 
acquired building (in need of repair) for sums as 
low as a dollar. If you are open to such a transac-
tion, or know someone who is, please consider it. 
Similarly, if you are in a position to offer us office 
space for minimal cost as we begin to explore 
how we will use our space, lets talk. Lastly, if you 
are in, or know someone who is in, a position to 
donate a major sum of money to a great organi-
zation, we are definitely open to naming rights 
on the building. While we are not holding our 
breaths on this, it would be a major boon, and 
make our path forward much easier and quicker.

I know this is a bold question, and most of 
you wouldn’t be in a position to help us so dra-
matically, but if you are, please reach out to 
myself or any member of our board. As always, 
I want everyone to know that your feedback is 
essential to making Minnesota Atheists a better 
organization. If you have any thoughts or sug-
gestions, you can always feel free to send me an 
email at pres@mnatheists.org or talk with me at 
an event. I want to know how we can better serve 
you, and Minnesota Atheists.

Building continued from page 2

Rights continued from page 3

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.
Want to review a movie/TV show/book etc.?

Give us your take.
Enjoyed a gathering or event?

Tell us about it.
You can also send us a photo.

Have a comment about something we 
printed? Don’t hold back. 

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.

of Persons with Disabilities in 2009 but have as 
yet not ratified it. Even worse, the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women was signed in 1980, and has since 
languished without ratification. The same is true 
with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
which we signed in 1995, and is still not ratified.

In the last half century, the United States has 
not valued human rights as highly as most of 
the rest of the world. Pompeo’s commission will 
expand that record.
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Andrew Carnegie

By Milo Grika
Andrew Carnegie (November 25, 1835 – Au-

gust 11, 1919) was a Scottish-American industri-
alist, business magnate, and philanthropist. He 
became a leading philanthropist in the United 
States and in the British Empire. During the last 
18 years of his life, he gave away $350 million 
(about $65 billion in 2019 dollars) to charities, 
foundations, and universities — almost 90 per-
cent of his fortune. [From Wikipedia.]

“I don’t believe in God. My god is patriotism. 
Teach a man to be a good citizen and you have 
solved the problem of life.

— Andrew Carnegie

Cryptogram Answer
I do not feel obliged to believe that the same 
God who endowed us with sense, reason and 
intellect had intended for us to forgo their use.

—Galileo
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Upcoming Events

Social Science: Spooky Science Thursday, October 24, 6:00–9:00 p.m., Science Museum of Minne-
sota, 120 W Kellogg Blvd, St Paul. Grown-ups have the whole museum to themselves to explore the 
spooky side of science! $19.95 in advance, $24.95 day of, $14.95 Science Museum member.

Cards Against Humanity Fund Raiser for Camp Quest Saturday, November 2, 2:00–7:00 p.m., 
Hertz Party Room, 120 Demont Ave E Party Room, Little Canada. $25 per person.

Walk to End Hunger Thursday, November 28, 7:30–10:30 a.m., Mall of America, 60 E Broadway, 
Bloomington. We’ll meet on the first floor in front of Barnes & Noble. $25 per person. 
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/team/849100/ 

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 
7:00–8:00 p.m., 
Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis. 
Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God. 

Roseville Human Rights Happy Hour Every Monday from 5:00-7:00 PM, La Casita, 1925 Perimeter 
Dr, Roseville.

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m., 
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00–7:00 p.m., 
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove
And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul
NOTE: Two different locations. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m., 
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Secular Ethics Discussion Group 3rd Thursday of every month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the 
party room of the Larpenteur Estates apartment complex in St. Paul.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota–atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Ben Blanchard 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Hertzey Hertz 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Georgia Hancock 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Alyssa Ehni 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly 
dir2@mnatheists.org

Kamrin Duncan 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
nup@minn.net 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 183 
Life members: 45 
Meetup members: 
3,045
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD

The Minnesota Atheist — October 2019
Published by Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112
612.588.7031
info@mnatheists.org
Copyright 2019 by Minnesota Atheists.
All rights reserved.

Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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