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Conversations with a Computer: Al Therapy
November Public Meeting

We used to ask if it were possible for a
machine to carry a conversation like a hu-
man does. Some still question this, even with
the rise of Al agents in our smart phones and
in our homes. Conversely, some have voiced
concerns that these sort of Al systems could
grow out of control. Now, conversational inter-
faces are everywhere, and they’re only getting
smarter. Is there anything machines can’t do,
and should we be worried?

Danielle MacDonald is part of the new
industry that builds conversational Al systems
aiming to augment and replace service roles
that are traditionally performed by humans. She will share where this field
is going, what the real challenges are, and whether we should fear or em-
brace our new robot overlords.

Photo by: Alex Knight

Sunday, November 17, 2019
1:00-1:15 p.m.: Social

1:15-1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting
1:45-2:00 p.m.: Break

2:00-3:30 p.m.: Program

Southdale Public Library
7001 York Ave S
Edina, MN 55435

Q. Cumbers
7465 France Ave S
Edina, MN 55435

4:00 p.m.: Dinner


https://www.pexels.com/@agk42?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
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President’s Column living with Clinictell Depression along with oth-
) er mental health issues. I know that for some
My Last Closet is Open this may be a shock, and for others this may be
By Ben Blanchard obvious. I recently passed six months of weekly
counseling to address my issues, which is by far
the most effort I have ever put into my mental
health, and I am proud to say I am doing better
than ever.
One of the reasons I have started talking
about my depression is that I strongly believe

Greetings to all my friends,
fans, and all you fun-time folks.

This year has brought so
many organizational accomplishments that I am
so proud of, especially having a float at pride, that mental health issues need to be talked
but [ wanted to take about more in order
afewmomentsand  Long after | had come to terms with my to destigmatize them.

talk about something  sexwality, my atheism, and my political views, While I was first diag-

that has brought me o o4iJf concealing my diagnosis from my — nosed with depression
personal.prlde. I.work loved ones more than a decade
hard to live my life ago, I was so ashamed
out-loud, and have that I hid it from everyone I knew, especially

done so for the better part of.a decade. Most people I thought might be going through similar
everyone who spends time with me, regardless of  js05 out of fear that they might recognize it

the context, knows the things that are important ;e Long after I had come to terms with my
to me, including my atheist-activism, my sexu- sexuality, my atheism, and my political views, I
ality and my husband, my love of Minnesota and a5 <till concealing my diagnosis from my loved
my pride of being a St Paul resident, and my deep ;o5 it was the last closet I had to come out of.
love of State Government and the agency [work  Now I try to talk openly about it, and answer

fﬁr' There was freqlll.ently an omission, however, questions people may have. Several friends and
that I am now working to rectify. I am a person Continued on page 4

Cryptogram

By George Francis Kane

Elb et hfb jdeeta et hfb gqnnedhzsghm et hfb aeys
qa hfzh nmdqzca fzgb rbsqbgbc gqh — hfbm zsae

rbsqbgbc hfb oedsc oza tszh.

—Nzdp Hozql




News and Notes
Breaking Down the Wall

By George Francis Kane

With the opening of the
2019-2020 session of the Su-
preme Court, all secularists
should closely follow one very
perilous case on the docket, Espinoza v. Montana
Department of Revenue. President Trump’s ap-
pointments of Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavana-
ugh to the bench completed the assembly of the
most conservative Supreme Court in a lifetime,
creating the opportunity to undo the separation
between religion and government.

The case involves a state tax credit passed in
2015 to reimburse up to $150 per taxpayer for
donations to student scholarship services that
provide tuition grants to private schools. An ear-
lier voucher program had failed, leading to this
attempt to accomplish the same end as vouchers
by refashioning it into a tax credit.

Among private PK-12 schools in Montana,
nearly 90% are affiliated with a religion. Vouch-
er programs run afoul
of so-called Blaine
Amendments in the
constitutions of 38
states, which prohibit . .
the payment of taxpay- obliterate it.
er funds to any church
or religion. In the Montana Constitution this is
Article X Section 6, which reads: “The legislature,
counties, cities, towns, school districts, and pub-
lic corporations shall not make any direct or indi-
rect appropriation or payment from any grant of
lands or other property for any sectarian purpose
or to aid any church, school, academy, seminary,
college, university or other literary or scientific
institution, controlled in whole or in part by any
church, sect or denomination.”

Because of this clause in the state consti-
tution, the Montana Department of Revenue
enacted a regulation to prohibit the student
scholarship services to award any scholarships
for students attending church schools. Kendra
Espinoza, Jeri Anderson and Jaime Schaefer, par-
ents of students at Stillwater Christian School,
sued the Department of Revenue to obtain schol-

Overturning the Espinoza verdict would not
merely move [the line limiting government
funds of subsidizing religion], it would
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arships from the program for their children.
Their suit was unsuccessful all the way to the
Montana Supreme Court, but SCOTUS may set a
legal landmark that reverses not only the deci-
sion in the case but the most fundamental tenet
of secular government, that taxes must not fund
churches.

In its 2017 decision in the case Trinity Luther-
an Church v. Comer, the Supreme Court ruled that
states may not deny benefits from state programs
based solely on the religion of the recipients.
The case involved a Missouri program that offers
grants that provide funds to purchase recycled
tires to resurface playgrounds. In that case, the
grant was an improvement to playgrounds, that
did not involve religious dogma, practice or in-
struction. The Institute for Justice, a religiously
conservative legal activist group that advocates
for private school vouchers, argued that the
reasoning the Court applied in the Trinity Luther-
an case should also decide Espinoza against the
state constitution’s prohibition of spending state
funds in support of religion. The Institute for Jus-
tice provided legal representation for the parents
of the Stillwater Christian School students.

While the Trini-
ty Lutheran decision
was a blow against
the separation of
church and state, it
did not cross the line
of requiring govern-
ment funds to subsidize the operation of reli-
gion. Overturning the Espinoza verdict would not
merely move that line, it would obliterate it.

The First Amendment prohibits government
to take any action “respecting an establishment
of religion.” The Court has always interpreted
this to mean that government must be at all
times neutral with respect to religion, neither
favoring one religion over any other nor religion
over irreligion. This tenet is a necessary under-
pinning of religious freedom, that the people
only have it if the government does not. If gov-
ernment subsidizes religious instruction, it is
promoting that religion, in violation of religious
neutrality. Since it provides that subsidy from
money acquired by taxes that apply to everyone,

Continued on page 5
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Atheists Talk
(‘) Radio Show

By Steve Petersen

Podcasts available at www.
mnatheists.org (scroll down to
the podcast link), https://www.
patreon.com/AtheistTalk.

Listen live, every Sunday morning at 9:00
a.m. Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or
Twitter at @atheiststalk.

Program sponsors: Q.Cumbers restaurant, Amer-
ican Atheists, and the members and donors of
Minnesota Atheists. To support the program, go
to mnatheists.org —Join/Donate —Radio Fund,
giveMN/minnesotaatheists, https://www.patre-
on.com/AtheistTalk or donate by mail to our PO
Box. All donations are tax deductible.

Recent Programs:

Ep 523 Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs When I’m
Dead?, author Caitlin Doughty

“é“ﬁ!::: M?, G&B‘M?

Sunday September
29th, 2019

This episode we are
happy to be joined
by Caitlin Doughty,
mortician, author,
and founder of The
Order of a Good
Death. Caitlin’s new-
est book is Will My
Cat Eat My Eyeballs?
Big Questions from
Tiny Mortals about
Death.

Find it on Amazon: https://www.amazon.com/
dp/039365270X/ref=cm_sw r cp_apa_ i WzGKDb-
K7TV3A0

St fi' 2
:, : f’”‘i’:
x}'ﬁjﬂf{ﬂ‘!'g’#’gfﬁ |

Récruifing for the Radio Show

Hertzey Hertz has stepped down as producer
of Atheists Talk radio. We’d like to thank her for
all her service and for the fun she’s injected into
the show.

Stephanie Zvan will take over as interim pro-
ducer while we finish up the radio documenta-
tion project started under Hertzey and look for a
new producer. That means now is a great time to
get involved or more involved with the show. We
need more hosts and interviewers. (Yes, you can
do one without having to do the other.) We will
also eventually need that new producer.

Have you been told you have a great voice for
radio? Do you enjoy getting people talking about
their interests? Do you have one Sunday morning
a month when you’re willing to get up early?

Openess continued from page 2

colleagues have actually asked for help in finding
a clinician and getting the process started (which
can be so difficult).

I know this was a more personal article than
you may be used to from me, but I think its
important to share when we are proud of some-
thing. As always, I want everyone to know that
your feedback is essential to making Minnesota
Atheists a better organization. If you have any
thoughts or suggestions, you can always feel free
to send me an email at pres@mnatheists.org or
talk with me at an event. [ want to know how we
can better serve you, and Minnesota Atheists.



Free CDs!
Freethought Band

By Paul Heffron

I have about 15 CDs of the Freethought Band
left. We have given away hundreds to humanists
and freethinkers locally and all over North Amer-
ica at no cost or postage charge. It was our proj-
ect to promote freethought music among other
humanist and atheist individuals and groups.

I’d like to give away the remaining 15 CDs to
members of MNH and MNA. Interested persons
can go to our website (FreethoughtMusic.com)

to see what our music and project are like before
requesting the CD. (The Freethought Band dis-
banded years ago, so there have been, or will be,
no additional recordings or performances.) To re-
quest the Freethought Band CD contact me, Paul
Heffron, and give your address for mailing it (at
no cost or postage charge). I’ll try to remember to
bring the CDs to humanist and atheist meetings
to give to members interested in the music and
requesting the CD.

Paul-peg-heffroncomcast.net

651-483-9222
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Wall continued from page 3
that subsidy nullifies the religious freedom of
taxpayers to decide if they wish to support the
religion or not.

By overturning the decision in Espinoza
the Supreme Court would throw out the Blaine
Amendments in the constitutions of 34 of the
states. “Religious freedom” would be reinterpret-
ed to be a protection only for recipients of gov-
ernment largesse, but denied to federal and state
taxpayers.

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist
newsletter:
Have a blog? Let us reprint it.
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.
Want to review a movie/TV show/book etc.?
Give us your take.
Enjoyed a gathering or event?
Tell us about it.
You can also send us a photo.
Have a comment about something we
printed? Don’t hold back.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org
and we’ll do the rest.

Treasury Report
August 2019

By Chris Matthews

Radio Fund Donations
$10 Cynthia Flaig
$10 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations

$1,521 Art Kallenbach
$50 Mandy & Ross Meisner
$20 Ben Zvan
$15 Norman Lynskey
$86 YourCause
$22 Amazon Smile

$2 PayPal Giving Fund
1,716 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
$0 Subtotal

$1,726 Total Donations

Expenses
$820 Radio Show
$154 Other
$974 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
$142,754

Stephine Zvan just became
MNA’s 46th Life Member!



6 The Minnesota Atheist

October Meeting Review
26 Reasons God-Belief Is Dying

By August Berkshire

1.

The Failure of God-of-the-Gaps and the
Success of Science

Sometimes, when people don’t know the
answer to something, they say “God did it”
or “God works in mysterious ways.” In oth-
er words, “God” is not an answer because it
provides us with no information. It is science
that supplies the real answers, if they are
obtainable.

Religious people sometimes check science to
confirm their beliefs. Scientists never check
religion to see if their discoveries are correct.
As the gaps in our knowledge of the universe
continue to shrink. “God” is becoming obso-
lete.

. Less Religious Indoctrination

Some religious parents get too busy to take
their children to church or religious instruc-
tion. Other parents who aren’t religious
themselves also don’t pass religion on to their
children.

. Failed Prophecy: The Second Coming &

The End of the World

The more time that passes without the return
of Jesus, and the more failed predictions there
are that the world will end, the less believable
Christianity is to some people.

Indifference and Irrelevance

People, especially those who are young, just
don’t see how unsubstantiated stories of
invisible beings apply to their lives. They are
busy with demonstrably real things, such as
school, job, love life, and other interests.

. Interfaith Contact

Meeting other people who believe as strong-
ly as you do, but in a different religion, ex-
poses the myth of the “one true god.” These
contacts with people of other religions often
occur when someone moves from a small
town to a big city or from a high school to a
university.

Physical Harm Caused by Religion

Things such as holy wars, suicide bombings,
beheadings, sexual abuse of children, prohibi-
tions against life-saving medical treatments,

and discrimination and violence against

women and sexual minorities, demonstrate

how belief in a god can lead to evil actions. If

a loving god is inspiring these religions, how

can things go so wrong?

Psychological Harm Caused by Religion

Religion can cause a lot of psychological

harm, such as:

» The belief that we can’t take credit for the
good things we do because, of ourselves, we
can do nothing.

« The belief that a severely judgmental invis-
ible being is spying on us 24/7.

« The belief that, after we die, we may be tor-
tured forever in Hell.

« Treating women as second-class people and
coercing them into having sex and babies.

« Demonizing gays, lesbians, and transgender
people.

« Some religions instruct their followers not
to take medications, including medications
that might help with mental illness.

Intolerance

Religious people and their creeds are often

anti-woman, anti-gay, and anti-anyone who

does not believe in the same religion they do.

Hypocrisy

When some religious people claim their god

is good, and pride themselves on being good

people because they follow this god, but then
act badly, outsiders begin to wonder how use-
ful and true that religion is.

10.Contradictions & Cognitive Dissonance

11.

12.

God-beliefs often contain contradictions.

[t can be difficult to maintain belief in two

conflicting things. Some examples of contra-

dictions are:

e The Problem of Evil (Why would an
all-powerful, all-loving god allow natural
evil?)

« The Problem of Silence (If an all-powerful,
all-knowing god wants us to realize he ex-
ists, why doesn’t he clearly reveal himself?)

Economic Prosperity

The percentage of people in poverty and in

extreme poverty in the world has been de-

creasing. Studies show a correlation between
the wealth of an individual or society and re-
ligiosity. The more wealth, the less religious.

More General Education



Research shows that in countries where peo-
ple attend school longer, they go to church
less often.

13.Declining Birth Rates
Fertility rates have been falling worldwide.
Smaller family size tends to result in a bet-
ter living standard per child, more parental
attention per child, and more education from
parents per child.

14.Gay Couples Having More Children
The number of countries where same-sex
couples legally marry and adopt children is
increasing. Gay, lesbian, and bisexual couples
tend to be less religious than the general pop-
ulation they live in, and are thus less likely to
indoctrinate their children with religion.

15.Less Fear of Sickness and Death
As societies prosper, they tend to offer bet-
ter social safety nets to their citizens, so that
people feel more secure, have better medical
treatment, and live longer. Because of this,
people feel less of a need to pray to a god
when they are ill or have other difficulties.
Canada, Japan, and most countries in Western
Europe not only have better social safety nets
than the United States, but less god-belief as
well.

16.Less War, More Peace
Many parts of the world have not had a major
war on their soil for at least 70 years (World
War II). War usually brings death, violence,
fear, disease, poverty, starvation, and other
suffering. These things are usually correlated
with higher religious belief.

17.Secular Ethics and Morality
Our evolution as a social species provides a
motive for us to be kind to each other and to
cooperate with one another. We find exam-
ples of moral behavior in some nonhuman
animals as well. People are realizing we don’t
need god-belief to be good.

18.Secular Meaning and Purpose
People are discovering that their lives can
have purpose even if they are not the spe-
cial creation of a god and even if there is no
afterlife.

19.Natural Explanations and Biases for
God-Belief
Indoctrination is powerful because, evolu-
tionarily speaking, it’s usually a good thing to
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trust our parents.
Evolution and psychology offer natural expla-
nations as to why we create gods and main-
tain belief in them. When people realize these
biases, they are more likely to question their
beliefs.

20.Competition from Other Things that are
More Interesting and Fun
For example, relationships, sports, amuse-
ment parks, shopping, travel, video games,
movies, internet.

21. Atheist Visibility
As more atheists “come out of the closet,”
especially celebrities and intellectuals, their
views become more widespread and it gives
other people the insight and courage to be-
come atheists themselves.

22.Increasing Number of Atheist/Humanist/
Freethought Groups and Members
These groups attract others who are having
doubts about religion and can give them the
information they need to abandon god-belief.

23.Atheist Children “Coming Out” to Their
Religious Parents
Religious parents tend to change their con-
cepts of atheists (or gays and lesbians) when
they discover that they still love and accept
their children who identify so.

24.The Internet
The internet allows people to go beyond the
physical borders of their communities and
discover arguments against god-belief. This
is especially true of young people and people
in repressive societies, such as some Muslim
countries.

25.Ridiculing Religion
Many people are raised to believe that re-
ligion is something sacred that cannot be
questioned for fear of going to Hell.
When these religious people, especially young
people, encounter billboards, or online ma-
terial, or popular music, or a stand-up comic
like George Carlin, ridiculing religion, it can
shake something loose in them that other
means cannot accomplish.

26.1t’s Not True
Gods probably don’t exist. It has been said
that theology is a subject without an object.
As Delos B. McKown wrote, “The invisible and
the nonexistent look very much alike.”
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September Meeting Review
The Immortality Delusion:
Technology Won’t Save You!

By Trevor Nelson

We’ve all been bombarded with promises of
“you’ll live longer” or “you can live forever” in
the media for our entire lives, all coming from
someone claiming to have cracked the code to
the fountain of youth, often spoken in some form
of “science-ese” that makes us all think it’s final-
ly happening and youth, health, and happiness
will all be ours forever.

Then along comes PZ Myers.

In his frank and honest — if sometimes dis-
turbing — discussion, PZ lays out the most com-
monly heard longevity tropes in his talk, “The
Immortality Delusion.” He states that people
wanting to live forever open the door for dishon-
est people to take advantage of the gullible.

The first portion of the discussion focused
on the idea that keeping the brain alive is all
it takes. After all, PZ surmises, the brain is the
sum of everything we are. It seems so simple,
right? However, PZ walked us through some of
the more well-known examples of doctors at-
tempting everything from brain transplants to
the reanimation of porcine brains (aka: “zombie
pigs”) and showed how every effort was either
fraudulently characterized or an abysmal failure.
Turns out the brain, under our best conditions,
lasts no more than ten hours outside of its host
body. And even before it turned to “mush,” these
brains proved to still be “mostly dead.” (Insert
your own Princess Bride joke here.)

So what about cryogenics? Surely if we can’t
transfer our brains at this point in time, we must
be able to do it in the future, right? So why not
freeze ourselves until it’s possible? PZ took
that liquid nitrogen frozen dream bubble and
smashed it on the table as well. Apparently the
process of cryogenics as we know it is completely
flawed and does not happen fast enough to be re-
motely effective. PZ said that the body is cooled
to -196 °C, reducing the temperature by 1° an
hour. Remember how the brain lasts no more
than ten hours after death? Yes. Frozen Jell-O.

That said, PZ did say he was totally fine with
them freezing Donald Trump to see if someday
“they can find out what’s wrong with him.” He
didn’t get a lot of argument on that one.

So physical transfers and suspension don’t
work. So what about digital transfers? PZ brought
up the popular movie meme of transferring
our conscious selves into a digital medium. PZ
brought up the writings of Aubrey de Grey and
Ray Kurzweil discussing their promises of age-
less living. PZ then went on to show how things
like Kurzweil’s “countdown to the singularity”
chart is flawed by leaving out essential discov-
eries, such as mitochondria, that will throw his
timeline completely off course. Coupled with
the fact that technology is nowhere near capable
of storing something as infinitely complex as a
human personality, PZ relegated this concept to
the sci-fi world.

So after the pseudo-science and wishful
thinking was debunked, what was left?

PZ showed a photo of his family from about
15 years ago. He said that while he loved them all
dearly, he couldn’t imagine them all suspended
at that age forever. In the end, PZ’s final point
was that not having an infinite life is okay. The
moral of the story? “Biology is dynamic,” PZ
surmised. “We want things to change.” Yea. I can
live with that.

PZ Myers speaking at Skepticon 7
Photo by: Mark Schierbecker
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Rethinking Thanksgiving
Holidays Can Be Good Without God

By George Francis Kane

Thanksgiving is for many people the most
enjoyable national holiday. Getting together with
family and friends for a delicious and abundant
banquet is hard to beat. But it presents problems
for atheists since in conception and history the
holiday is so freighted with religion that it is dif-
ficult to divorce it from acknowledgment of God.

The original thanksgivings celebrated by
the deeply religious Pilgrims and Puritans were
fasting days of austerity, reflection and prayer
for spiritual improvement. Most of all, they were
a supplication to God. As thanksgiving was cel-
ebrated later, it was merged with the harvest
festival, which made it a lot more fun while re-
taining its religious core. When Abraham Lincoln
made Thanksgiving a national holiday, he issued
a proclamation that the blessings from God
“should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully
acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by
the whole American People.”

The name of the holiday is “Thanksgiving.”
Thanks to whom? On a day of thanksgiving we
might thank our friends for their friendship and
support, or thank our families for their love, but
that isn’t the intent of the holiday. That intent
is that on Thanksgiving we should be directing
our thanks to God, of course, for his “blessings.”
If we don’t want to mention God we can “thank
our lucky stars” for our well-being and comfort,

ile is less personal, it i less super-

D NT] Id

Photo by: Craig Adderley
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stitious. This celebration arises from preconcep-
tions that every atheist rejects. We should take
the “thanks” out of Thanksgiving.

The praiseworthy aspects of the holiday start
with getting together with extended family, in-
cluding those we see perhaps only this once each
year. Adding some close friends to the crowd can
be a big plus. The feast is indispensable. Turkey
with stuffing and sweet potatoes and pumpkin
pie is yummy and honors tradition, but of course
people have different dietary requirements and
taste preferences. The only standard should be
that the meal is delicious and satisfying.

The get-together should be a celebration of
the good, joyous life. But such an occasion in-
vites somber reflection. What do I need to lead a
good life all the time? Are there things that I’'m
lacking, that I need to find or work towards? Do
I have behaviors or attitudes that diminish my
happiness, or the happiness of others? How can I
improve them?

We should expand the reflection or discussion
to our community and the world. How can we
better serve to meet human needs, and to pro-
mote human flourishing? This must be a perpet-
ual project by people, and not dependent upon
blessings from a mythical god. We should use
this time to affirm to one another our vision and
values, and to set our priorities.

If we reimagine Thanksgiving this way, I think
it will be significantly more meaningful, and not
just to atheists. Since we discard the thanks to
God, we will need to rename the holiday. Let’s
make it an annual Celebration of the Good Life.

— '
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The “Nones” That You Know
Brad Pitt

By Milo Grika

William Bradley Pitt (born December 18,
1963) is a multiple award-winning American
actor and film producer.

“I got brought up being told things were
God’s way, and when things didn’t work out, it
was called God’s plan.

I always had a lot of questions about the
world, even in kindergarten. A big question to
me was fairness. If I’d grown up in some other
religion, would I get the same shot at heaven as a
Christian has?

When I got untethered from the comfort of
religion, it wasn’t a loss of faith for me, it was
a discovery of self. I had faith that ’'m capable
enough to handle any situation. There’s peace in
understanding that I have only one life, here and
now, and I’'m responsible.”

— Brad Pitt

Cryptogram Answer

One of the proofs of the immortality of the
soul is that myriads have believed it - they also
believed the world was flat.

—Mark Twain

Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations

Membership Levels

[ ] One-year student membership $10

[ ] One-year individual membership $35

[ ] Three-year individual membership $90
[ ] One-year household membership $45

[ ] Three-year household membership $115
[ ] One-year sustaining membership $75

[ ] Three-year sustaining membership $200
[ ] Life membership $600

Donation Funds
General Fund $
Building Fund $
RadioFund $

Name

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair
market value.

Student memberships include a subscription

to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist
delivered by email. All other memberships
include a subscription to the printed version
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the
PDF version delivered by email, please check the
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to:

Minnesota Atheists.

Students, please enclose a copy of your fee
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Street Address

City, State ZIP

[ ] Just email newsletter Email address

(Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)
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Upcoming Events

Walk to End Hunger Thursday, November 28, 7:30-10:30 a.m., Mall of America, 60 E Broadway,
Bloomington. We’ll meet on the first floor in front of Barnes & Noble. $25 per person.
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/team/849100/

Winter Solstice Celebration — Dinner And Program: A Festivus for the Rest of Us, Saturday,
December 14, 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., First Unitarian Society, 900 Mount Curve Ave Minneapolis -
Minneapolis. $35 per person for dinner ($10 per person for entertainment only).
https://www.meetup.com/humanism-166/events/266150900/

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m.,
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00-7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from
7:00-8:00 p.m.,

Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis.

Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God.

Roseville Human Rights Happy Hour Every Monday from 5:00-7:00 PM, La Casita, 1925 Perimeter
Dr, Roseville.

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30-8:00 p.m.,
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Ambherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul.
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.,
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00-7:00 p.m.,
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m.,

Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove

And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m.,

Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul

NOTE: Two different locations.

Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m.,
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Secular Ethics Discussion Group 3rd Thursday of every month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the
party room of the Larpenteur Estates apartment complex in St. Paul.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m.,
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon,
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota—atheists
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Minnesota Atheists

Positive Atheism in action since 1991
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email
board@mnatheists.org

President
Ben Blanchard
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President
Stephanie Zvan
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair
Georgia Hancock

achair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair
Kamrin Duncan

achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary
Heather Hegi
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer

Chris Matthews
treas@mnatheists.org
763.428.3424

Directors at Large
Alyssa Ehni
dirl @mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly
dir2@mnatheists.org

Maddy Love
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota
Atheist Newsletter

Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board
George Kane
nup@minn.net
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor
Milo Grika
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer
Richard Trombley

Membership and
Change of Address
Steve Petersen
address@mnatheists.
org

651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists
Media

Public Relations Chair
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email
(AWE)

Chris Matthews
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair
**Open Position™*
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster

Clint Buhs

Grant Hermanson
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair

Grant Hermanson
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly,
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists,
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and
church.

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations

Atheist Alliance

of America

Atheist Alliance
International

American Atheists

The American
Humanist Association

Council for Secular
Humanism

The International
Humanist and
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition
for America

Minnesota Atheists

Membership
Regular members: 183
Life members: 45
Meetup members:
3,045

Minnesota Atheists
Honorary Members

Hector Avalos, PhD
Dan Barker

Gerald Erickson, PhD
Annie Laurie Gaylor
Dick Hewetson
Robert M. Price, PhD
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