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Despite the fact that the majority of Minnesotans are pro-choice, there 
are only five clinics available that provided abortion services in the state 
of Minnesota, consistent attacks on reproductive rights, and every year 
there are a surge of anti-choice billboards. To address these issues, the 
innovative Minnesota Billboard Project is getting Pro-Choice Billboards 
made by local artists displayed around Minnesota (as well as shirts with 
the same art across the country).

Kristin Brietzke and Kelly Searle co-founded the grassroots pro-choice 
art collective that created the Minnesota Billboard Project, which pro-
motes pro-choice values on billboards across Minnesota. Join us January 
19th at the Rockford Road Library, as they present on this project.
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

U y d  a f z k l w d z u l m  k d a d j u  r a  J y b g t u g l z  d u y g j t 

j r z t g t u t  g z  u y d  a l j u  u y l u  g u  m l e d m t  j d b u l g z  j m l t t d t 

r a  l j u t  ‘ t g z t ’  l z k  r u y d b t  ‘ q g b u f d ’  r z  h b r f z k t  u y l u 

y l q d  z r u y g z h  u r  k r  i g u y  u y d g b  t r j g l m  j r z t d c f d z j d t .

— E d b u b l z k  B f t t d m m

President’s Column
New Year, Newbies, and 
New Board Members

By Ben Blanchard
Greetings fellow humans and 

other sentient species.

With the beginning of a new year, now is a 
great time to reflect back on what we have ac-
complished over the 
last year, and push 
ourselves to have 
an even better year, 
starting now. One of 
the accomplishments I am most proud of from 
the past year is the completion of our Minneso-
ta Atheists Brand Guide, which was a bold step 
towards a Minnesota Atheists Organization with 
an easier entry for new leaders. Along with the 
Brand Guide, our Organizer Guide is almost com-
pleted, which will aid our organizers in repre-

senting who we are as an organization.
I would also like to share my gratitude to-

wards one of our board members, Dane, who 
revitalized our Newbie Night program, shifting 
it into a weekly Trivia Night that has been pull-
ing in new members, as well as providing a great 
community event for us. His initiative and fol-
low-through on this program is admirable, and 
has been an inspiration to me personally. As a 
new board member, Dane was able to find a niche 
where Minnesota Atheists could be doing bet-

ter, and then made it 
happen.

Along with that, 
I would like to re-

mind people that elections for board positions 
are coming up soon, and if you are interested in 
holding a more formal leadership position in our 
organization, now is a great time to start having 
conversations about it. We can always do better, 
but we need your help to make things happen. 

Continued on page 6

Your feedback is essential to making 
Minnesota Atheists a better organization
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News and Notes
What a Turkey

By George Francis Kane
The word is out. President 

Trump reads the Minnesota 
Atheists newsletter!

Speaking at a political ral-
ly in Sunrise, Florida in late November, Trump 
declared: “As we gather together for Thanksgiv-
ing, you know, some people want to change the 
name Thanksgiving. They don’t want to use the 
term Thanksgiving.” Trump was ridiculed for 
this by a drove of political pundits. They claimed 
that no one was calling for changing the name 
of Thanksgiving, and that it was just a new log 
that Trump was throwing onto the culture wars 
bonfire to inflame the political passions of his 
conservative Christian base. But the pundits were 
all wrong, and Trump was right. One nefarious 
renegade has called for changing the name of the 
holiday.

That renegade was me!
I wrote an article that appeared on page 9 of 

the November/Decem-
ber issue titled “Re-
thinking Thanksgiving: 
Holidays Can Be Good 
Without God.” In it, I 
suggested that we atheists discard the notion of 
giving thanks for our “blessings” and start calling 
the feast a Celebration of the Good Life. I wrote 
the article both because the newsletter would 
reach readers shortly before Thanksgiving but 
also because I had not read anyone else who ex-
plained the problem that nonbelievers have with 
the holiday.

I don’t mind that the president is using my 
article to reap political hay. I just wish he would 
give me proper credit (or, as he would say, blame) 
for it.

Another bit of odd news occurred in an in-
terview shown on Fox News’ “Fox and Friends” 
program. Outgoing Secretary of Energy Rick Per-
ry called Donald Trump “the Chosen One.” When 
I heard this, I assumed that Buffy Summers must 
have died again, and that the president had be-
come the next Vampire Slayer. It turned out that 
Perry meant that Trump’s election in 2016 proved 

that he had been chosen to rule over America by 
God, and not just by the Electoral College. I was 
reminded that early in 1997 I happened to tune 
in to “The 700 Club,” where I saw Pat Robertson 
recount his annual debriefing of God. Robertson 
said that the one thing from this conversation 
that he could not understand was why He select-
ed Bill Clinton to be president! Would it make 
more sense to Robertson if someone told him 
that it was the U.S. electorate that did it? Robert-
son’s theory seems to confer every U.S. president 
with something akin to papal infallibility.

The latest Pew Research Center Poll of the 
American Religious Landscape shows a contin-
ued rise in atheists and religiously unaffiliated, 
and a corresponding decline of all Christian 
denominations. Over a decade, the religiously 
unaffiliated (“nones”) have climbed from 17% of 
the U.S. population in 2009 to 26% in 2019. This 
surpasses Catholics at 20%, while Protestants 
have fallen from the majority to 43%. Over the 
past decade, Christians have declined from 178 
million in 2009 to about 167 million today, while 
the number of Americans who are religiously 
unaffiliated grew by close to 30 million. Self-pro-

fessed atheists remain 
a small group, at 4%, 
but few of the “nones” 
admit a belief in the 

Christian God. In good news for the separation of 
religion from the state, 63% of Americans want 
religion to stay out of political matters.

The Trump administration is in a rush to 
enact regulations by several federal agencies 
to rescind restrictions that prevent faith-based 
organizations from receiving federal funding. 
The new regulations are all being written to 
implement Executive Order 13831, expanding 
the religious discretion rights of faith-based 
organizations participating in federal programs. 
Under the guise of protecting “religious liberty,” 
the goal is to allow faith-based organizations to 
receive federal funds without complying with 
laws that they don’t want to follow for religious 
reasons. This allows religious organizations to 
violate regulations and laws against discrimina-
tion while receiving public money. For example, 
a religion that runs an organization that receives 

The new rules will mandate taxpayer-funded 
discrimination.

Continued on page 5
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Atheists Talk
Radio Show

By Steve Petersen
Podcasts available at www.

mnatheists.org (scroll down to 
the podcast link), https://www.

patreon.com/AtheistTalk.
Listen live, every Sunday morning at 9:00 

a.m. Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show 
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or 
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or 
Twitter at @atheiststalk.
Program sponsors: Q.Cumbers restaurant, Amer-
ican Atheists, and the members and donors of 
Minnesota Atheists. To support the program, go 
to mnatheists.org Join/Donate Radio Fund, 
giveMN/minnesotaatheists, https://www.patre-
on.com/AtheistTalk or donate by mail to our PO 
Box. All donations are tax deductible.

Recent Programs:

Ep 517 Alison Gill, U.S. Secular Survey, 
Oct 20, 2019
The nonreligious population of the U.S. has 
grown significantly in the last couple of decades. 
We’re relatively young. We non-believers are only 
a minority. But who are we? What issues are im-
portant to us? What do we want from the secular 
organizations that represent us.
We’re talking with Alison Gill, American Atheists’ 
Vice President of Legal and Policy, about the U.S. 
Secular Survey. This is an ambitious survey with 
a goal of getting a better picture of American 
nonbelievers and other nonreligious populations, 
now and for the future.

Ep 519 Alix Jules, Racism in Artificial Intelli-
gence
Nov 3, 2019
Once upon a time, we thought artificial intelli-
gence would be less racist than people. After all, 
machines are objective, right? Then we started 
teaching them how to think and made some 
discoveries of our own. When racism permeates 

our society and our IT infrastructure, how do we 
teach machines to do better than we do?
We spoke with Alix Jules about the point where 
technology, cognitive sciences, and sociology 
collide.
Related Links:
• New York is investigating UnitedHealth’s use 

of a medical algorithm that steered black pa-
tients away from getting higher-quality care

• Yes, artificial intelligence can be racist
• Microsoft silences its new A.I. bot Tay, after 

Twitter users teach it racism
• Alix Jules’ blog

Ep 520 Phil Session, Atheist Volunteering
Nov 17, 2019
When I first invited Phil Session to the show, 
he had to turn me down. He had a conflict with 
an Atheists Helping the Homeless event he was 
coordinating. He’s a busy man these days, hav-
ing recently joined the boards of Recovering 
From Religion and Foundation Beyond Belief. 
Thankfully, Phil took the time to talk a little bit 
about the stereotype of community volunteers as 
religious and about finding or creating volunteer 
opportunities for atheists.
Related Links:
Atheists Helping the Homeless — Austin
CoR interview with Phil

Mike Trombley and 
Dale Handeen just became MNA’s 

47th and 48th Life Members!

https://www.businessinsider.com/an-algorithm-treatment-to-white-patients-over-sicker-black-ones-2019-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/an-algorithm-treatment-to-white-patients-over-sicker-black-ones-2019-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/an-algorithm-treatment-to-white-patients-over-sicker-black-ones-2019-10
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2019/1/23/18194717/alexandria-ocasio-cortez-ai-bias
https://techcrunch.com/2016/03/24/microsoft-silences-its-new-a-i-bot-tay-after-twitter-users-teach-it-racism/
https://techcrunch.com/2016/03/24/microsoft-silences-its-new-a-i-bot-tay-after-twitter-users-teach-it-racism/
https://the-orbit.net/alixjules/
http://Atheists Helping the Homeless - Austin CoR interview with Phil
http://Atheists Helping the Homeless - Austin CoR interview with Phil
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Turkey continued from page 3
federal funding for providing social services may 
refuse to serve transsexuals or atheists. The new 
rules will mandate taxpayer-funded discrimina-
tion.

Treasury Report
September & October 2019

By Chris Matthews 

Radio Fund Donations
 $500 Alice Lesney
 $200 George Kane
 $50 Jeff Koeppen
 $30 Steve Petersen
 $25 Jim Barri
 $25 James Wright
 $20 Cynthia Flaig
 $320 Patreon donations
 $137 cash donations
 $1,307 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $200 Art Kallenbach
 $165 Ken Holmbeck
 $100 Mandy & Ross Meisner
 $50 Bill Udseth
 $40 Ben Zvan
 $10 David Maggi
 $69 anonymous (2)
 $183 cash donations
 $7 PayPal Giving Fund
 $824 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $40 Ed Lubinski
 $40 Subtotal

 $2,171 Total Donations

Expenses
 $1,845 Radio Show
 $946 Newsletters
 $527 Other
 $3,318 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $142,794

Accepting Nominees to the 2020 
Board of Directors
By Heather Hegi

Minnesota Atheists holds elections for the 
Board of Directors every year. The board of direc-
tors consists of: president, associate president, 
chair, associate chair, secretary, treasurer, and 
three directors at large. All positions are up for 
election with a couple board members glad to re-
frain from running if someone else runs for their 
position. If you are interested or would like to 
know more about a board position, please con-
tact Heather Hegi at sec@mnatheists.org or any 
other board member.

Nominations will open and close on January 
19th at 1:15 p.m. during the January Business 
Meeting, before the featured speaker at 2:00 p.m. 
This will be held at the Rockford Road Library, 
6401 42nd Ave N, Crystal, MN 55427. 

To be nominated one needs to be nominated 
by another dues-paying member while nomina-
tions are open. The nominee does not need to 
be present to be nominated. To be eligible for 
office, the nominee must have been a dues-pay-
ing member for at least one year prior to the date 
of assuming office, except for director-at-large 
nominees who must have been a member for six 
months prior instead of one year. If you’re in-
terested in being on the board but do not meet 
these qualifications, consider getting your dues 
in now so you may qualify next year!

The Elections will take place on February 
16th at 1:15 p.m. during the February Business 
Meeting, before the featured speaker at 2:00 p.m. 
This will be held at the Southdale Library, 7001 
York Ave S, Edina, MN 55435, before the featured 
speaker. The new board will take effect on March 
1, 2020.
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November Meeting Review 
Conversations with a Computer: 
AI Therapy

By Jack Caravela
On November 17th at the Southdale Library 

in Edina, Danielle MacDonald gave those of us 
in attendance a guided tour through the world of 
artificial intelligence (AI).

A self-described autodidact, Danielle entered 
the field of AI through her passion for video 
games, studying how they work by disassembling 
them in order to understand how players’ actions 
bring about varied results. This eventually led to 
her current occupation, teaching computers to 
respond to the natural language of humans to 
help us achieve our goals. In short, her job is to 
take human intent and turn it into a set of com-
mands.

Of course, this is easier said than done. Hu-
man language is filled with complex sentences, 
recursive statements (those containing expres-
sions that modify or change the meaning of an 
element), and metaphor. Computers, on the other 
hand, are literal. Danielle went on to explain how 
she strives to bridge the gap.

First she reminded us of Eliza, an early “chat-
bot” that simply repeated what a person typed 
in, changing it into the form of a question. De-
signed as an AI therapist, its shortcomings were 
obvious. More recently, AI developers have come 
to rely on neural network systems, using com-
puting power to mimic biological brain function. 
As Danielle explained, these systems are “catego-
rizers,” making statistically probable guesses to, 
for instance, determine whether an image can be 
correctly identified as a cat.

These systems must be trained to be effective, 
but there are potential drawbacks that must be 
avoided. Faulty training is possible, as when pro-
grammers working on face recognition technol-
ogy failed to include a diverse data set, the result 
being that the software was poor at identifying 
non-white people. Overtraining is also a handi-
cap, as it makes the system too specific and limits 
its ability to react to new data. Techniques to im-
prove results include backpropagation, gradient 
descent, and adversarial networks. (Rather than 
try to explain these processes, I refer you Wikipe-

dia and other internet 
sources.)

Danielle took 
questions through-
out her presentation, 
many focusing on our 
fears of artificial intel-
ligence (to be specif-
ic, general artificial 
intelligence, a sophis-
ticated and autono-
mous form of AI). She 
identified three major 
ones: AI systems will control humans, they will 
eliminate most or all jobs, and they might even-
tually replace us. These fears create an obstacle 
to her work; since many of us are phobic about 
interacting with AIs, the data needed to refine 
them is difficult to collect. She pointed out that 
every new technology can be used to our benefit 
or detriment, and that there are organizations 
devoted to the safe and useful implementation of 
AI, such as Open AI (openai.com).

Two things seem certain: artificial intelli-
gence research will continue to progress and AI 
will become ever more ubiquitous. Our challenge, 
Danielle noted, will be to learn how best to live 
with it.

Danielle MacDonald

And, as always, I want everyone to know that 
their feedback is essential to making Minnesota 
Atheists a better organization. If you have any 
thoughts or suggestions, you can always feel free 
to send me an email at pres@mnatheists.org or 
talk with me at an event. I want to know how we 
can better serve you, and Minnesota Atheists.

New Year continued from page 2

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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MN Atheist Philanthropy
The Family Place
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The Shen Yun You Didn’t Know
5000 Years of Anti-Atheism … in Dance

By Milo Grika
Unless you’re blind, you’ve undoubtedly seen 

a flier, poster, or billboard advertising Shen Yun 
coming to the Ordway next month. (I take that 
back, even if you’re blind you’ve undoubtedly 
heard a commercial about it.) You know instinc-
tively that it must be some kind of Chinese dance 
show, but I hear you saying, “What does it have 
against atheism?”

Well, let me tell you. According to Shen Yun, 
Shen Yun means “the beauty of divine beings 
dancing.” As it turns out, the group behind the 
bright-colored advertisements and equally flashy 
dance performance is Falun Dafa (often used 
interchangeably with the term Falun Gong), 
which started in ‘92 as a qigong meditation and 
exercise group and later added spirituality and 
Taoist moral principles including “strict moral-
ity” (smoking, alco-
hol, and extramarital 
or same-sex sexual 
relations are amoral). 
Furthermore, they are 
anti-Communist (an-
ti-Mao Zedong, and 
anti-Karl Marx), anti-atheist, and anti-evolution.

As an aside, Falun Dafa was founded by Li 
Hongzhi who was quoted by Time magazine as 
saying, “Everyone thinks that scientists invent 
on their own when in fact their inspiration is 
manipulated by the aliens. The ultimate purpose 
is to replace humans…. The human body is the 
most perfect in the universe. It is the most per-
fect form. The aliens want the human body.”

Having received the bright aqua flier in the 
mail, I decided to actually take the time to read 
it. Here are some of the juicy quotes:

“Chinese culture, like other great civilizations 
of the past, has long believed that its greatest 
ideas, achievements, and qualities were divinely 
inspired.”

“China was known as the a Land of the Di-
vine. Shen Yun strives to bring this ancient and 
mythical culture to life on stage, reviving five 

thousand years of profound wisdom and divine 
beauty.”

The Shen Yun Performing Arts organization 
was founded in 2006, in New York’s Hudson Val-
ley, and put on its first touring show in 2007. By 
2009, there were three touring Shen Yun compa-
nies. Today, there are six companies, each con-
sisting of forty or so dancers, all of them trained 
at the Fei Tian Academy, which is situated on a 
4,027-acre campus established for Falun Dafa 
practitioners in upstate New York. The dancers 
are accompanied by a western-style orchestra 
that incorporates Chinese instruments — each 
troupe includes about eighty people: half danc-
ers; half musicians.

Shen Yun can be seen in 94 different Ameri-
can cities this year, and also has shows in Cana-
da, Mexico, Asia, Australia, and New Zealand — 
but not China, whose persecution of the group is 
played out in pantomime in every performance.

After seeing the show, David Davies, an as-
sociate professor for 
anthropology and 
East Asian studies at 
Hamline University in 
St. Paul realized that, 
“They blend the aes-
thetic of silk-robed, 

exotic dancing Chinese women with a strong po-
litical message, a Cold War narrative of religious 
oppression.”

Shen Yun aggressively solicits “greetings” 
from people in powerful positions, then passes 
them off as endorsements. This has included 
Minnesota Senator Amy Klobuchar and former 
Senator Al Franken, implying that they are fans 
of the troupe, or at the very least supporters, yet 
neither of them has attended a Shen Yun per-
formance. Instead they say their messages are 
typical diplomatic gestures given to any interna-
tional cultural group when solicited.

While the songs are in Mandarin, their trans-
lations are projected on the giant screen behind 
the dancers. Expect to see (hear) “great” lyrics 
such as:

“Atheism and evolution are deadly ideas, born 
of [sic] the Red Spectre. Modern trends destroy 
what makes us human.”

“They blend the aesthetic of silk-robed, 
exotic dancing Chinese women with a strong 
political message, a Cold War narrative of 
religious oppression.”
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Remembering My Mother
By Steve Petersen

This past year my 
mother died of natural 
causes. She was 95, in 
poor health, but had a 
healthy and active mind 
right up to her last breath. 
She described herself as 
a spiritual Christian, but 
it is how her parenting val-
ues evolved that allowed 
me and each of my four 
siblings to develop our 
individual religious identi-
ties. These are a few selections from her life that 
impacted her parenting and personal values.

She was born in 1923, the youngest of five, in 
a rural Minnesota farm family who were conser-
vative Catholics. She was educated in a one-room 
public school where she learned to read music, to 
play the piano, and to write with beautiful cur-
sive handwriting. A handwritten letter from my 
mom was a work of art and a keepsake.

In her late teens, she attended a town dance 
and met her husband to be. Her independence 
and individual strength would be immediately 
tested. My father was a Lutheran and that went 
against the accepted family tradition of marry-
ing only Catholics. Grandma was opposed to the 
wedding and refused to attend, but it took place 
anyway, performed by a justice of the peace. My 
mother was not a freethought heroine but a prac-
tical person who adapted to the circumstances 
life presented. When our father died, he left her 
a single mother of five. We lost the farm and 
moved to a small town. My mother had to get a 
paid job for the first time in her life.

The next event of importance was when I 
was confirmed in the Catholic Church in 1962 
or ‘63. The priest gave the boys a list of Popes 
and I found one named Fabian and picked that 
as my confirmation name. At the time Fabian 
was a teen idol rock star, a mini-Elvis. This did 
not go over well. The priest called our home and 
attempted to get my mother to change my mind. 
My mother said he gave me the list and Pope Fa-
bian was on the list and I followed his rules. The 

priest was outmatched. To this day I knew as long 
as I was honest and truthful, my mother was on 
my side regardless of the consequences. 

A few years later my mother remarried some-
one who accepted the three teenage boys still at 
home. We were delighted. Our grandmother and 
the Catholic Church, not so much. He was not 
Catholic, divorced and his former wife was still 
alive. My grandmother again did not attend the 
civil ceremony and the church denied sacraments 
to my mother. To my mother’s credit she and her 
mother reconciled and while it was a cloud over 
their relationship, they respected each other’s 
principals and remained close. Family was para-
mount, not religious agreement. This directly af-
fected how my mother handled our relationships. 
She told each of us that our life partners are our 
business and not for her to pass judgment. 

My mother’s values of honesty, truthfulness, 
tolerance and practical application of changing 
life circumstances were her lasting legacy. The 
principle guiding her parenting was that if we 
could be honest with each other in our family, 
we most likely were not doing anything wrong. I 
was very fortunate to be in a family where these 
values would be dominant. My long, wandering 
journey of exploration into differing religious 
concepts were accepted as just a natural part life. 
And when eventually I would conclude no reli-
gion was the correct place for me and being an 
atheist was the only life stance that made sense, 
the only one in my family who was not worried 
was my mother. She thought it was no differ-
ent from my brother who stayed in the Catholic 
Church or my other brothers who were anywhere 
from casual Catholics to freelance Christians.

The clash of the unfamiliarity of the non-be-
liever would manifest itself when my uncle died. 
He lived a long life, went to the same Catholic 
Church most of his adult life, where the funer-
al was held. I told my mom I wanted to give the 
eulogy. She was delighted and said funerals are 
for the living and it is always good to have some-
one talk personally about the deceased. Others 
remained skeptical about what the atheist would 
say. I talked about my uncle and at the end of the 
day my mother was correct and another myth 
was knocked down. One relative would later 
comment to me that they would never again say 

Shirley Moll (my spouse 
and MNA member), my 
mom, and me.

Continued on page 10
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Patton Oswalt

By Milo Grika
For the new year, I’ve decided to try to find a “none” 
whose birthday month is the month of the issue; I 
haven’t decided if I’m going to do double reports on 
dual-month issues or not — probably not.

Patton Peter Oswalt (born January 27, 1969) 
is an American stand-up comedian, actor, voice 
actor, and writer.

“I’m still very much an atheist, except that I 
don’t necessarily see religion as being a bad 
thing. So, that’s a weird thing that I’m strug-
gling with that seems to be offending both athe-
ists and people that are religious.”

—Patton Oswalt

Cryptogram Answer
The fundamental defect of Christian ethics 
consists in the fact that it labels certain class-
es of acts ‘sins’ and others ‘virtue’ on grounds 
that have nothing to do with their social con-
sequences.

—Bertrand Russell

Remembering continued from page 9
that an atheist does not have any heart. 

My mother’s values were a product of her ex-
periences in response to what worked and what 
didn’t. She was determined not to repeat nega-
tive experiences but to evolve and make her life 
and her children’s lives better. I understand I was 
fortunate to have the mother I did and appreciate 
her ability to pass on her values, as that was her 
enduring gift to each of her children, grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren and more.
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Upcoming Events

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 
7:00–8:00 p.m., 
Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis. 
Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God. 

Roseville Human Rights Happy Hour Every Monday from 5:00-7:00 PM, La Casita, 1925 Perimeter 
Dr, Roseville.

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m., 
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00–7:00 p.m., 
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove
And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul
NOTE: Two different locations. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m., 
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Secular Ethics Discussion Group 3rd Thursday of every month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the 
party room of the Larpenteur Estates apartment complex in St. Paul.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota–atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Ben Blanchard 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Georgia Hancock 
achair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Kamrin Duncan 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Alyssa Ehni 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly 
dir2@mnatheists.org

Maddy Love 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 183 
Life members: 48 
Meetup members: 
3,045
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD
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Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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