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Rethinking Death
February Public Meeting

Atheists and oth-
er nonbelievers have 
largely come to grips 
with the fact that 
life has the meaning 
we imbue it with. In 
many ways, however, 
we’re only starting 
to do the same with 
death. We have a 
pretty good idea that 
death doesn’t mean a 
graduation to eternal 
afterlife. We’ve re-
jected ceremony that 
says someone’s death is about their relationship to a god. Now it’s time to 
think about what death does mean, for the dying and the living, and what 
options we have for facing and easing the transition.

Eli Effinger-Weintraub is a deathworker and the author of several 
plays. You may have seen their work via Gadfly Theatre, Theatre Unbound, 
Little Lifeboats, Freshwater Theatre, Buffalo United Artists, Left Coast 
Theatre, StageQ, and the Midwest Dramatists Center. Eli is a queer, natu-
ralistic Reclaiming-tradition Pagan who delights in the timelessness and 
fleetingness of theater. They live with their spouse, artist/designer Leora 
Effinger-Weintraub, and two water buffalo disguised as cats.

Don’t forget to attend this month’s business meeting. Minnesota Athe-
ists members will be voting for the 2020 board. See the candidate state-
ments elsewhere in this newsletter.
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Sunday, February 16th, 2020
1:00–1:15 p.m.: Social
1:15–1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting 
1:45–2:00 p.m.: Break
2:00–3:30 p.m.: Program

4:00 p.m.: Dinner

Southdale Public Library
7001 York Ave S
Edina, MN 55435

Q. Cumbers
7465 France Ave S
Edina, MN 55435

Photo by: Renato Danyi

https://www.pexels.com/@renato-danyi-420516


2 The Minnesota Atheist

President’s Column
Volunteers CONverge!

By Ben Blanchard
Greetings Members, 

Non-Members, and all those in 
between.

Although it is several months 
out, this will be our third year hosting the Magic 
School Party Room at the Convergence Conven-
tion in Minneapolis. This annual multi-genre 
convention has thousands of dedicated attendees 
every year, and is a great opportunity for us to 
interact with a broader audience, who are still 
generally aligned with our mission and values. 
Over the past two years, we have found a good 
balance of programming and are prepared to 
have another great year, but we are missing one 
thing: more volunteers. Both of the last two 
years, I and a small group of volunteers have run 
the room almost entirely ourselves, which has 
been a joy, but is not very sustainable. Beyond 
the fact that if one of our six dedicated staff were 
unable to attend we would have major difficul-
ties, we want to spread out our responsibilities 
so that it is an easier and more enjoyable role for 
everyone involved.

The Magic School Party Room is an explora-
tion of the natural world allowing children and 
adults alike to revel in the experience of our 
favorite School Bus. Free family-friendly experi-
ments during the day, and scientific discussions 
over refreshments in the evening make the Magic 
School Party Room a fantastic way for Minnesota 
Atheists to interface with the greater public in a 
positive way while promoting science education.

We are currently looking for help in finishing 
the development of our programming (creating 
guides for the volunteers who will be hosting at 
the room), as well as volunteers to help curate 
our decorations and room design. Beyond that, 
during the convention, we will be looking for 
volunteers to help set up the room (including 
hauling supplies across the venue), hosting the 
room (especially volunteers with STEM outreach 
experience or crowd management), and help in 
dismantling the room.

If you are interested in helping with this 
event, or want to make some other Minnesota 

Atheist event 
better, please 
reach out to me 
at pres@mnathe-
ists.org. We can 
always do better, 
but we need your 
help to make 
things happen. 
And, as always, I 
want everyone to 
know that your 
feedback is es-
sential to mak-
ing Minnesota 
Atheists a better 
organization. If you have any thoughts or sug-
gestions, you can always feel free to send me an 
email at pres@mnatheists.org or talk with me at 
an event. I want to know how we can better serve 
you, and Minnesota Atheists.
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Membership Drive
Winter Event

By Alyssa Ehni
Members. Let’s get more of those! We are 

having a month-long membership drive that 
starts on February 22, 2020. Our kickoff event is a 
family friendly out-door fun at the French Re-
gional Park in Plymouth. Sleds and cross-country 
skis are available for rent at the visitor’s center. 
We will also have games for all ages and a hot 
cocoa bar! Those interested in becoming mem-
bers and existing members are encouraged to 
attend. There will be a suggested donation of $10 
per person or $30 per family. Check Meet-Up for 
additional details. 

If you are interested in volunteering to help 
with our event, we need help with: 

• Setting up and tearing down
• Hosting and ensuring the logistics of the 

event are running smoothly
• Someone with an SUV/truck to ferry sled-

ders from the bottom of the hill to the top
Throughout the month, our Meet-Up hosts 

will be reminding event attendees about mem-
bership and providing membership brochures.
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News and Notes
Mormons Hide a $100 Bil-
lion Fund from Members, 
and Billions in Revenue 
from the IRS

By George Francis Kane

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, generally known as the Mormons, built a 
$100 billion investment portfolio using tax-ex-
empt funds restricted to charitable purposes. 
This constitutes a violation of tax law that may 
have defrauded the United States of billions of 
dollars, according to a whistleblower complaint 
to the Internal Revenue Service. The complaint 
was filed by David A. Nielsen, a former Senior 
Portfolio Manager of Ensign Peak Advisors, the 
Mormon church’s investment division. Ensign 
Peak Advisors is designated by the IRS as a sup-
porting organization and integrated auxiliary of 
the church and is granted tax-exempt status.

Members of the LDS church are required to 
tithe 10% of their income, producing $7 Billion 
in annual revenue. 
The church spends 
$6 Billion on chari-
table activities and 
church property, but 
reserves $1 Billion per year to invest, without 
informing their members. They are required to 
pay tax on all income derived from commercial, 
profit-producing activities yet claimed a religious 
tax exemption on all investment revenue from 
the Ensign Peak Advisors investments, building 
their secret fund from $12 Billion in 1997 to $100 
Billion in 2019.

Ensign Peak Advisors investments have 
been drawing a return of about 7%. Since the 
fund stands at $100 Billion, it earns $7 Billion a 
year, more than the church’s annual charitable 
expenses. They could tell all members to stop 
tithing forever, and yet continue to fund all their 
activities using only their dividends. Church 
leaders have claimed their non-tithe revenue can 
meet only a small portion of their needs.

The IRS requires the charitable work of a 
non-profit to be commensurate to its financial 
resources. Simply stashing it away for future use 

will probably be ruled invalid, which could re-
sult in a debt of billions of dollars in back taxes 
and penalties. Nielsen claims that Ensign Peak 
Advisors did not use the money for any chari-
table purposes over the last 22 years. The only 
disbursements from the fund were to bail out two 
for-profit corporations owned by the LDS church 
that were headed under water, an insurance com-
pany and a shopping mall. Nielsen contends that 
spending from this fund for commercial activities 
will be found illegal.

Under whistle-blower laws, Nielsen could 
receive a reward of hundreds of millions of dol-
lars, up to 30%, from any IRS recovery. Since the 
existence of the fund was never disclosed, there 
could also be a class action suit by church mem-
bers for misappropriating their tithes.

A spokesman for the Church of Latter-day 
Saints claimed that the charitable exemption 
for the fund is justified by the expectation that 
Christ will soon return. He said that the church 
was setting aside a portion of its revenues each 
year to prepare for Judgment Day and the Second 
Coming. He did not say if Jesus would need the 
money, or if perhaps it would be used for “wel-

come home” parties.
In a press release 

issued in response to 
the allegations, the 
church justified the 

savings fund as “prudent reserve for the future” 
that only shows that the church is abiding by its 
beliefs.

“This is a sound doctrinal and financial prin-
ciple taught by the Savior in the Parable of the 
Talents and lived by the church and its mem-
bers,” the news release reads. “All church funds 
exist for no other reason than to support the 
church’s divinely appointed mission.”

In the mid-1900s the church became guarded 
about the details of their finances, in response to 
recent financial difficulties. In that time frame 
they did make explicit three principles of finan-
cial management: that they never spend more in 
a year than the tithes they take in, that they nev-
er borrow, and that they set aside money every 
year for a “rainy day fund.” They claim that they 
do not expect any response from the IRS, espe-
cially since much of the money earned by Ensign 
Peak is beyond the statute of limitations.

He did not say if Jesus would need the money, 
or if perhaps it would be used for “welcome 
home” parties.
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Atheists Talk
Radio Show

By Steve Petersen
Podcasts available at www.

mnatheists.org (scroll down to 
the podcast link), https://www.

patreon.com/AtheistTalk.
Listen live, every Sunday morning at 9:00 

a.m. Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show 
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or 
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or 
Twitter at @atheiststalk.
Program sponsors: Q.Cumbers restaurant, Amer-
ican Atheists, and the members and donors of 
Minnesota Atheists. To support the program, go 
to mnatheists.org Join/Donate Radio Fund, 
giveMN/minnesotaatheists, https://www.patre-
on.com/AtheistTalk or donate by mail to our PO 
Box. All donations are tax deductible.

Recent Programs:

Ep 521 Have a Very Meta Christmas, Part 1
Dec 22, 2019
Again, this year, Marissa Alexa McCool brings 
us a radio play dealing with the emotions and 
weirdness that is Christmas.

Ep 522 Have a Very Meta Christmas, Part 2
Dec 29, 2019
Marissa Alexa McCool continues a radio play 
dealing with the emotions and weirdness that is 
Christmas. Afterward, we catch up with Marissa.

Ep 523 Minnesota Atheists in 2020
Jan 5, 2020
Minnesota Atheists president, Ben Blanchard, 
joins Stephanie Zvan to talk about what we 
accomplished in 2019 and have planned for the 
new year. Plus upstate New York.

Treasury Report
November 2019

By Chris Matthews 

Radio Fund Donations
 $100 Ross Meisner
 $55 Steve Petersen
 $10 Cynthia Flaig
 $5 Richard J Segers
 $170 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $150 George Kane
 $150 Mandy & Ross Meisner
 $125 Keith Thorkelson
 $100 Art Kallenbach
 $100 August Berkshire
 $100 Nancy Houlton
 $100 Rajiv Vaidyanathan
 $25 Dean Rossow
 $25 Jack Richter
 $15 Patricia A Lynch
 $10 Duane G Stave
 $10 Paul Heffron
 $10 Steve Petersen
 $5 Richard J Segers
 $73 YourCause
 $25 Amazon Smile
 $4 PayPal Giving Fund
 $1,027 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $15 Arthur W Anderson
 $5 Richard J Segers
 $20 Subtotal

 $1,217 Total Donations

Expenses
 $820 Radio Show
 $463 Newsletters
 $96 Other
 $1,379 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $143,492
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

H m  y m z f m w f  k t m  n i d m p n h f y  b wh f r r b u f wh  i f y b u w, 

i m f y  h t f  y f o a f w p f  m q  h t f y f  m g u n w by z y  b w  h t f 

q my y b r  g f p m g i  y b z v r e  z f n w  h t n h  h t f  b wh f r r b u f wh 

i f y b u w f g  k ny  b w p m z v f h f wh ,  t f  x f v h  z n x b w u 

h t b w u y  n w i  h t f e  k f wh  f j h b w p h ,  m g  h t n h  t f  k ny 

g f y h r f y y  —  “ B ’r r  h g e  h t by,  B ’r r  h g e  h t n h ,  B ’r r  h g e 

h t f  m h t f g  h t b w u ,”  —  m g  i m f y  b h  z f n w  h t n h  b w 

q n p h  h t f y f  m g u n w by z y  n g f  g f r n h f i  s e  i f y p f wh  k b h t 

z m i b q b p n h b m w ?

— X f w  Z b r r f g  b w  “ G f y m r d f i :  H t n h  f d m ra h b m w by hy 

y t m a r i  n p x w m k r f i u f  P g f n h b m w.”
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State of Minnesota Secularism 
We Ace Constitutional Protections

By Alyssa Ehni
In early January, American Atheists released 

their 2019 State of the Secular States report (avail-
able online at states.atheists.org). In the wake 
of the coordinated attack on secularism by Proj-
ect Blitz, this report assesses how well states 
have reinforced the wall of separation between 
church and state and whether they have allowed 
religious privilege to slide into law under the 
guise of religious freedom. Each state has its own 
report card.

How is Minnesota doing? The answer is 
mixed.

When it comes to constitutional protections, 
Minnesota gets a perfect score. We don’t rely on 
the U.S. Constitution to protect our rights but 
have enshrined them in our own. We deny public 
funding to religious institutions and empower 
our taxpayers to legally challenge 
any such spending. We have no 
religious tests or requirements 
for holding public office. (Federal 
courts currently deem any such 
requirements to violate federal law, but we’re 
protected even if that changes.)

Equality is also written into our tax code. For 
the most part, we treat churches like most other 
tax-exempt nonprofit organizations. In general, 
Minnesota Atheists and churches in the state are 
subject to the same taxation provisions. 

We have work to do in protecting the state’s 
children. While some Minnesota cities now have 
bans on conversion “therapy” (abusive practices 
aimed at changing someone’s sexual orientation 
or gender identity), we failed to pass a statewide 
ban in the last legislative session. A bill to ban 
marriage of minors similarly passed the state 
House but died in committee in the Senate. We 
still don’t mandate reality-based sex education, 
instead requiring that schools advocate for absti-
nence. 

The area in which Minnesota is weakest in 
American Atheists’ analysis is health care. This 
may surprise some of you, because Minnesota 
is generally known for having strong consumer 
protections around health care. However, we still 

allow religious belief to affect public health and 
policy.

Despite the recent resurgence of dangerous 
infectious diseases, Minnesota still allows be-
lief-based exemptions from vaccination require-
ments for schools and other children’s programs. 
We also exempt parents from the legal aftermath 
of neglect if they choose to hope and pray their 
children recover from illness rather than seeking 
medical care. In both cases, we put the children 
at the mercy of the adult’s religious beliefs. 

We also single out reproductive rights as 
optional services subject to restrictions with no 
medical justification. While early abortions are 
very safe procedures, any medical establishment 
in the state may refuse to offer them because 
they object on religious grounds — or because 
those who do object on religious grounds will 
make it more difficult for them to serve patients 
if they do. Then those facilities that do provide 
abortions regularly (all five of them) are required 
to provide incorrect medical information, unnec-

essarily delay the procedure itself, 
and finally dispose of the entire 
uterine contents as though it were 
a human corpse. For contrast, if 

you had a limb or major organ removed, it would 
simply be treated as infectious waste.

As this report demonstrates, Minnesota en-
sures:

“the basic separation of religion and govern-
ment but provide[s] few protections against 
religious harm.”

In this election year, we have more opportu-
nities to talk with those who want to represent us 
at the state level. We can choose those who will 
stand up for our freedom of and for religion. Let’s 
not miss this chance.

How is Minnesota doing? 
The answer is mixed.

Continued on page 7

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter. Just send your input to editor@
mnatheists.org and we’ll do the rest.

https://states.atheists.org/
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State continued from page 6
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Nominee Statements
Board of Directors

Ben Blanchard
President
2019 was an eventful year for 
Minnesota Atheists as well as 
me, and I am overjoyed to be 
nominated for a second term of 
serving as president. I’m proud 
of the initiatives we worked on 
in the past year, and while we 
can always do better, I think we 
have made some solid steps to 
the future. If elected, I look forward to continu-
ing my mission of developing member leader-
ship, as well as prioritizing the modernization of 
our digital presence. With the support and effort 
of the board, as well as the membership at large, 
I know that we can make amazing things happen 
in 2020.

Stephanie Zvan
Associate President
I’ve been off the board of Min-
nesota Atheists for a few years. 
In that time, I’ve been working 
to forge and strengthen rela-
tionships with several national 
organizations in the secular 
movement. This year, I want to 
leverage some of those relation-
ships to help MNA meet its local 
goals. 
 I’m already working with the Center for 
Inquiry to explore ways to push Minnesota to 
finally allow marriage officiants from atheist and 
secular humanist groups who don’t identify as 
religious. I’m talking with Secular Woman (where 
I’m also a board member) about the possibility 
of bringing the Secular Women Work conference 
back to Minnesota in partnership with MNA. 
I’m excited to work on other partnerships that 
can help us do more without consuming all our 
resources.

Alyssa Ehni
Chair
I am honored to be nominated 
for Chair of Minnesota Athe-
ists. I have previously served on 
the board in various capacities, 
including Director at Large, 
Associate President, and Presi-
dent. I’m thrilled with the suc-
cess we’ve had in the past year, 
including creating a brand guide 
and organizer guide, as well as having a float in 
the Pride parade for the first year. I’m looking 
forward to improving the way we communicate 
internally as an organization and more broadly 
outside of the organization. I know that this has 
been something we’ve struggled with for the last 
couple of years and am confident we can make 
positive changes. I want us to become a more ef-
fective community and with the talent and drive 
we have collectively, I know this will happen.

Kamrin Duncan
Associate Chair

Chris Matthews
Treasurer
I am a Minnesota native and a 
life member of Minnesota Athe-
ists. I am proud to help provide 
the infrastructure that the orga-
nization needs to pursue goals 
that we collectively find worth-
while. I personally value positive 
atheism and the separation of 
religion and government. I have 
served on the board as treasurer since 2011, and I 
appreciate the opportunity to continue.
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Heather Hegi
Secretary
I think Minnesota Atheists is an 
important organization, repre-
senting atheists in Minnesota, 
demonstrating that we are a 
demographic that must not be 
ignored. I always want us to be 
doing more to make atheists 
visible in the community. I enjoy 
the opportunity that being on 
the Board of Directors gives me, to be a part of 
making this happen.
I am honored to have been nominated as Secre-
tary and I look forward to serving in this position. 

Georgia Hancock
Director at Large
This will be my 7th year to serve 
on the board and I am excited to 
continue to support our board 
as a member at large. I am a 
longtime member of Minneso-
ta Atheists. I share Minnesota 
Atheists’ goals of educating the 
public about atheism and pro-
moting the separation of church 
and state. I am an open atheist in my community 
and career and encourage others to be open and 
to educate their friends and family about athe-
ism. In addition to serving on the board, I am the 
librarian for Minnesota Atheists, and serve on the 
Public Policy Committee. I am the founder of the 
Well-Being Committee and would like to expand 
this group to help our members in need. I look 
forward to more opportunities to learn and grow 
with the Minnesota Atheists board and mem-
bers this year. I am excited to see our group grow 
more in community activism.

Maddy Love
Director at Large
I am happy to be nominated for a board position 
board position this year, and 
look forward to helping in the 
valuable work Minnesota Athe-
ists is known for. One of the 
most important values I want to 
see continue is the strong com-
munity within Minnesota Athe-
ists.

Dane Haverly
Director at Large

Opinion
What MNA Means To Me

By Caroline Brunner
When I was asked to write a short piece about 

the impact MNA has had on me for the past 11 
years, I didn’t think I would be able to boil it 
down in a few sentences without rambling. MNA 
has not only been an organization where I could 
freely express my secular views but has also 
given me the opportunity to become involved in 
some great experiences I might not have tried on 
my own.

I have gone skydiving, participated in the 
polar plunge, volunteered with several non-profit 
organizations and attended literally hundreds 
of other fun events. I have met many interesting 
people and inherited my “chosen family.” This 
wonderfully devoted group of close friends stood 
by me through some very painful times and cele-
brated victories with me. I absolutely adore them 
and always look forward to our next gathering.

For me, MNA is more than just a Meetup 
group, but a large group of people working to-
gether to bring positive attention to atheism and 
create a tight-knit sense of community for free-
thinkers.
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Chris Rock

By Milo Grika
Christopher Julius Rock (born February 7, 

1965) is an American comedian, actor, writer, 
producer, director, and grandson of a preacher.

“When you’re black there’s like no religion to 
turn to. It’s like, Christianity? I don’t think so. 
White people justified slavery and segregation 
through Christianity so a black Christian is like 
a black person with no f***king memory.”

—Chris Rock

Cryptogram Answer
To someone who advocates intelligent design, 
does the sequence of these organisms in the 
fossil record simply mean that the intelligent 
designer was incompetent, he kept making 
things and they went extinct, or that he was 
restless — “I’ll try this, I’ll try that, I’ll try the 
other thing,” — or does it mean that in fact 
these organisms are related by descent with 
modification?

—Ken Miller in “Resolved: That evolutionists 
should acknowledge Creation.”
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Upcoming Events

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00–7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 
7:00–8:00 p.m., 
Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis. 
Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God. 

Roseville Human Rights Happy Hour Every Monday from 5:00-7:00 PM, La Casita, 1925 Perimeter 
Dr, Roseville.

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m., 
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00–7:00 p.m., 
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove
And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul
NOTE: Two different locations. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m., 
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Secular Ethics Discussion Group 3rd Thursday of every month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the 
party room of the Larpenteur Estates apartment complex in St. Paul.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota–atheists 
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Ben Blanchard 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Georgia Hancock 
achair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Kamrin Duncan 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Alyssa Ehni 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly 
dir2@mnatheists.org

Maddy Love 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 183 
Life members: 48 
Meetup members: 
3,045
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD
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Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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