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Give us our Marching orders
March Public Meeting

The membership has elected the 2020 board of Minnesota Atheists,
including a new chair and several shifts among the board. We are very
excited to get to work and make Minnesota Atheists the best it can be.

As an organization, we want to maximize our impact in the larger
community, so we need to make some strategic and defining decisions
for the future of our organization. To that end, we want to hear from our
larger membership on several issues, including:

e The Building Fund
e The Minnesota Atheist Radio Program
e Our interactions with Political figures

In addition to that, we want to hear from our membership on what is
going well, and what we should improve on. We will make sure to have
plenty of time for open discussion as well.

Sunday, March 15th, 2020
1:00-1:15 p.m.: Social

1:15-1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting
1:45-2:00 p.m.: Break

2:00-3:30 p.m.: Program

Rondo Community Library
461 Dale St N
St Paul, MN 55104

4:00 p.m.: Dinner iPho
704 University Ave W
St Paul, MN 55104
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President’s Column
Thank Yous

By Ben Blanchard

Greetings and salutations!

I am so pleased to have been
elected to serve another term as
President of Minnesota Athe-
ists, and am excited to continue working to make
our organization the best it can be. In my first
presidential column, I made a point to plot out
a couple organizational goals I had (increasing

Cryptogram

By George Francis Kane

membership numbers, developing membership
leadership, and developing organizational part-
nerships) and while we have made progress on
these goals, they are still my goals for the next
year. Instead of discussing them again in depth,
instead I would like to take a moment to pub-
licly thank a couple of the unsung heroes of our
organization. First and foremost, I would like to
say thank you to my board, who all constantly
go above and beyond to make our organization
great. I would like to especially thank Alyssa, who

Continued on page 5

Mx qag gyyniqf ny qagfg dzydogef, qag zulg ny Hno

buf egyq nwq ny gag Vnzfqdqwqdnz ny qag Wzdqgo

Fquqggf. Qagx jzgb gauq dy uz dzydzdqg mgdzh buf

dz, zn innl bnweo mg egyq yni qag sgnseg. Qagx

jzgb gqauq dy uzx vawiva buf luog qag ldfqigff ny

qag fquqg, qauq ldfqigff, edjg uee nqagif, bnweo

vniiwsq, bgujgz, uzo ogfqginx.

—Inmgiq Higgz Dzhgifnee



News and Notes
Separation Is A Two-way
Street

By George Francis Kane

There is today widespread,
justified fear that Jefferson’s
Wall of Separation cannot be held. The appoint-
ment of Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh to
the Supreme Court has solidified an anti-sepa-
ration majority that is intent on redefining the
separation of state and church out of the consti-
tution. They are expected to use the Espinoza v.
Montana Department of Revenue case to rule that
government may compel every citizen to support
with their tax dollars indoctrination into reli-
gions with which they disagree, or even despise.
This month, however, I want to look beyond our
borders at an even more virulent attack on sepa-
ration.

On February 1, 2020, the People’s Republic of
China instituted 41 new Control Measures for Re-
ligious Groups. Article 36 of China’s constitution
specifies that:

Citizens of the

People’s Repub-

lic of China enjoy

freedom of religious

belief. No state
organ, public organization or individual may
compel citizens to believe in, or not to believe in,
any religion; nor may they discriminate against
citizens who believe in, or do not believe in, any
religion. The state protects normal religious
activities. No one may make use of religion to
engage in activities that disrupt public order,
impair the health of citizens or interfere with the
educational system of the state. Religious bod-
ies and religious affairs are not subject to any
foreign domination.

That sounds pretty good, except that “normal
religious activities” is obscure and indefinite. The
state is free to decide ad hoc what religious activ-
ities are “normal.”

The control measures effectively convert
permitted religions into instruments of the state,
while driving all others underground. Article 5
states that “religious organizations must adhere

Communist Party

Religious organizations must spread the
principles and policies of the Chinese
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to the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party, observe the constitution, laws, regulations,
ordinances and policies, adhere to the principle
of independence and self-government, adhere to
the directives on religions in China, implement-
ing the values of socialism ....”

That reference to “the principle of inde-
pendence and self-government” is not at all an
assurance of independence from government. It
is rather a demand that religions must renounce
any organizational leadership outside of Chi-
na. For example, the Chinese Patriotic Catholic
Association, the government-approved Catho-
lic church, is not permitted to recognize papal
authority, or to accept bishops and cardinals
appointed by the Vatican. In the U.S., we criti-
cize political activity by churches to impose their
doctrines on us with the force of law. Under this
regulation, churches in China are required by the
government to promote “the values of socialism.”

This policy is China’s campaign to “sinicize”
religion. It originated in a speech by President
Xi Jinping at the National Religious Work Con-
ference in 2016, where Xi stated that in order
to “actively guide the adaptation of religions
to socialist society,
an important task is
supporting China’s
religions’ persistence
in the direction of
sinicization.”

Article 17 demands even more: “Religious
organizations must spread the principles and
policies of the Chinese Communist Party, as well
as national laws, regulations, rules to religious
personnel and religious citizens, educating reli-
gious personnel and religious citizens to support
the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party,
supporting the socialist system, adhering to and
following the path of socialism with Chinese
characteristics ....”

According to an article in the online Christian
Post, churches in Henan Province that had the
Ten Commandments posted on a wall have been
ordered to remove it and replace it with quotes
from Xi Jinping. One local church leader claims
he was told that this was because Xi disagreed
with the First Commandment — the one that says

Continued on page 4
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( ) Atheists Talk
¢ Radio Show

By Steve Petersen

Podcasts available at www.
mnatheists.org (scroll down to
the podcast link), https://www.
patreon.com/AtheistTalk.

Listen live, every Sunday morning at 9:00
a.m. Central on AM 950 KTNF or online at http://
www.am950radio.com/listen-live/ and https://
www.stitcher.com/podcast/a-minnesota-tran-
satheist/atheist-talk. Contact us during the show
with questions or comments at (952) 946-6205 or
contact us anytime via radio@mnatheists.org or
Twitter at @atheiststalk.

Program sponsors: Q.Cumbers restaurant, Amer-
ican Atheists, and the members and donors of
Minnesota Atheists. To support the program, go
to mnatheists.org —Join/Donate —Radio Fund,
giveMN/minnesotaatheists, https://www.patre-
on.com/AtheistTalk or donate by mail to our PO
Box. All donations are tax deductible.

Recent Programs:

There were no new programs recorded. The pro-
gram depends on volunteers. If you want to be a
part of telling the atheist story via the MNA radio
program. Contact a Board member or email: ra-
dio@mnatheists.org As always if you are inter-
ested in us we are interested in you.

Separation continued from page 3

“I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt have no other
Gods before me.”

China is now providing Americans an ob-
ject lesson in the importance of our tradition of
separation between state and church. Churches
should see the danger of seeking a role in gov-
erning. Entanglement with government can come
at the cost of government reducing religion to
its own instrument. But atheists also should note
that if it can happen to religion, it can happen to
us, too.

Treasury Report
December 2019

By Chris Matthews

Radio Fund Donations
$200 George Kane
$200 Jay Mellentin

$20 Jim Barri

$20 Steve Petersen

$10 Cynthia Flaig
$226 via Patreon
$676 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations

$200 David Bicking
$100 Michael Ryan
$70 Michael Wear
$50 Ken Holmbeck

$50 Mandy & Ross Meisner

$50 Ben Zvan

$30 Linda Frieden
$30 Daniel Hansen
$30 Michael Toft
$25 Caroline Brunner
$25 Vicky Hagens
$20 Jay Lee

$15 Peter Holste

$10 Douglas Earl
$20 cash donations
$4 PayPal Giving Fund

$729 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
$100 Cathy Prody
$30 Geraldine Jensen
$130 Subtotal

$1,535 Total Donations

Expenses
$1,125 Radio Show
$444 Web Infrastructure
$235 Other
$1,804 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
$143,622




Welcome to Kamrin’s Corner.
| Each newsletter I will be featur-
| ing a book, a movie, a podcast, or
any other sort of entertainment
I think atheists and secular-minded individuals
may enjoy. For this first column [ want to in-
troduce a podcast called Science Vs. Science Vs
features an episode each week about those ques-
tions that you truly want answers to. Is climate
change real? Does gun control work to reduce
violence? Is the Keto diet good for you?

Science Vs tackles all of the hard questions
from a purely scientific perspective. Be prepared
to hear about actual research articles instead of
opinion. Science Vs is a perfect mixture of evi-
dence-based information without the listener
being bogged down with data and research jar-
gon. They offer a good summary of facts about
real-life topics and maybe a few topics that are a
little less serious (e.g. “How to stop a killer aster-
oid”).

I have found this podcast to be very fair with
representation and it is refreshing to hear hon-
est information about everything from organic
foods and chiropractors to vaccines and abortion.
You’ll be prepared to have the latest information
the next time your uncle Bob wants to bring up
government conspiracies and if they really are
hiding information about UFOs. You’ll have the
perfect response the next time essential oil seller
Karen posts an article on Facebook about the
latest vitamin that will change your life.

Honestly, you won’t always find the answers
you’re looking for. Sometimes there just isn’t
enough information available to leave you sat-
isfied with a topic. Knowing where the gaps in
research are, however, can be very powerful. You
will realize how much information out there
is based on pseudoscience, opinions, or poorly
conducted research. As atheists, we are naturally
critical and skeptical of most things. You would
be surprised, however, by how much we consid-
er or assume to be fact, when there is actually
no existing, reliable evidence to support it. In
a world filled with technology and endless in-
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formation at our fingertips, it can be difficult

to discern truth from fiction. With social media
platforms like Facebook and Twitter so much
information is constantly being thrown at us, and
unfortunately a significant amount of this infor-
mation is false. Educating ourselves on what is
fact and what is fiction is critical. The dangers of
misinformation can be seen constantly and the
effects can be deadly (think anti-vaxxers, climate
change, etc.). Give yourself the power of facts and
knowledge and listen to Science Vs or at least
share with someone whom you think could use a
little more science in their life. You can listen to
Science Vs on Spotify and Apple Podcasts.

Thank Yous continued from page 2

is currently serving as Chair, but has held mul-
tiple roles in our organization, as she has spent
countless hours with me working on documen-
tation, event planning, and orchestrating opera-
tions.

Next, I would like to thank Steve and Shirley,
for their immense assistance and guidance in so
many aspects of our organization, as well as their
steadfast attendance at meetings and events.
Every event where I see Steve and Shirley, I know
I will be in the company of friends.

Of course, as happened at our recent election,
George is always here to be our parliamentarian
and make sure we use the right terms (as well as
helping our members become better speakers by
hosting Toastmasters).

Last, but certainly not last, I want to give a
special thanks to Milo, who serves as our editor. I
know that without his (and the editorial board’s
work) we would not have a monthly newsletter,
and my own writing would be significantly more
incomprehensible (not to mention him remind-
ing us when we are late on the deadlines; one day
[ will get my column in on time).

[ am certain that I have missed some of our
valiant volunteers, and I promise to continue
giving thank-yous in my column throughout the
next year. As always, I want everyone to know
that your feedback is essential to making Minne-
sota Atheists a better organization. If you have
any thoughts or suggestions, you can always feel
free to send me an email at pres@mnatheists.org
or talk with me at an event. [ want to know how
we can better serve you, and Minnesota Atheists.
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2020 Day of Reason
Theme: State of the Secular States 2019

By Steve Petersen

For the 15th year, Minnesota will hold a rally
on the Day of Reason in the State Capitol rotun-
da on Thursday May 7th from 1:15 to 2:30 p.m.
As noted in last month’s newsletter our theme
will be based on a report by American Atheists on
“State of the Secular States 2019.” The full report
covers all fifty states but we will review our state.
We will have several speakers and lawmakers
discuss the good, bad, and ugly of Minnesota. In
Addition, we will be gathering for lunch at the
food trucks that line up on John Ireland Blvd, just
outside the front of the Capitol Building.

Some of the good:

Joint resolution relating to religious Freedom
Day SF 3119 Marty and HF 3273 Lippert.

End of Life Choices option for the terminal-
ly ill adults Act. HF 2152 Freiberg and SF 2286
Eaton.

Prohibition of Conversion Therapy for minors
and venerable adults. SF 83 Dibble HF 12 Cantrell

Marriage by minor’s authorization eliminated.

SF 1393 Pappas HF 745 Her.

Some of the bad are at least nine bills to
restrict abortion and reproduction rights, bills to
allow more religious privileges in taxation, reli-
gious access for public schools, addition release
time for religious students attending public
schools and the addition of anti-abortion auto
licenses.

The ugly, the yearly introduction of the Day
of Prayer Resolution done every 1st Thursday in
May.

We also will be gathering for lunch at the
Food truck in front of the Capitol from noon
to 1:00 prior to the Rally in the rotunda. If you
attend the HumanistsMN event in the morning,
right after maybe see if you can stop and see your
legislator, join us for lunch at the food trucks and
then highlight your visit to the Capitol with a
Rally of the State of the Secular State.

February Meeting Review
Rethinking Death

By Timothy Berry

February Meeting Review: Eli Effinger-Wein-
traub, “Rethinking Death”

Ms. Effinger-Weintraub’s talk was to give
her audience an overview of how to plan for the
death of one’s self or a loved one. She separat-
ed the presentation into three parts. First, she
talked about how to prepare for death. In the
second part of her talk, she covered what to do
when death occurs. The third part described what
survivors of a loved one could do with the de-
ceased’s remains.

To prepare for death, one needs to discuss
with your family, or whoever you’ve designated
to make decisions for you, what your wishes are.
She suggested you select someone that will fight
for your point of view when you’re gone. A letter
from you on who you are is helpful to survivors
in making decisions in handling your death.

A dying person’s representative needs an up-
to-date living will, will, medical power of attor-
ney, etc. She warned that if you don’t want to be
resuscitated in a health emergency, that an e911
responder needs to see a DNR order not to give
medical assistance.

A lot happens when death occurs. In the
modern world, almost everyone leaves things to
a mortuary, but Ms. Effinger-Weintraub described
how the deceased’s survivors could handle the
passing of a loved one themselves. If survivors
deal with details like how to preserve the body
for several days without embalming, it makes it
easier for the loved one to deal emotionally with
death. I think most people won’t choose to do
this, but it was interesting to learn the process
and that it is still an option.

The last part of her talk concerned what to do
with the body and gave options other than burial
that most don’t consider. The most well-known
is cremation, and she mentioned that it’s even
possible to have the body quickly dissolved if you
don’t like the idea of having your body cremat-
ed the old fashion way with fire. Either way, you
get the urn with what’s left for a funeral of some
sort.

Continued on page 7



January Meeting Review
Minnesota Billboard Project

By Erica Klein

Kristin Brietzke and Kelly Searle spoke to the
group about the Minnesota Billboard Project.
They opened with a brief overview of the histo-
ry of abortion rights in the U.S. Restrictions on
abortion have included a waiting period, parental
consent for minors, and spousal consent (which
was found unconstitutional in 1992). Social
movements around choice include Reproduc-
tive Justice, Pro-Choice, and Pro-Abortion. In
the speakers’ view, abortion is the individual’s
choice.

What is happening now with abortion re-
strictions? TRAP laws (Targeted Restrictions on
Abortion Providers) — many have been deemed
unconstitutional but still exist in many states.
These include laws related to the timing in which
abortion is allowed, and parental consent. Many
restrictions go against scientific knowledge and
HIPAA law.

The speakers said they were seeing more and
more anti-choice billboards and not many on
the other side and “we decided to do something
about it.” In 2019 they solicited artists for three
pro-choice billboards to be placed near the MN
State Fair. The solicitation was successful and
they went on to found the Minnesota Billboard
Project. This project is intended to be positive
and inclusive and provide messages of support
to people who have had abortions or who might
seek abortion services.

The project included a GoFundMe that raised
over $5,000. The money was used for billboards,
overhead, and payment to the artists.

An ad for artists to submit designs for bill-
boards results in about 200 submissions. An
intentionally diverse executive panel was used to
narrow down the results to 10 designs. A social
media contest including Facebook and Instagram
was used to narrow down the top 10. All reac-
tions to a design were counted as a vote for the
design. Enough funds were raised to create bill-
boards from the top five designs.

It was a celebratory moment when the bill-
boards went up. The billboards received local and
then national press coverage. The designs were
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also made into shirts that were sold online. Then
there was interest from other parts of Minnesota
in mounting local billboard campaigns. The next
step was partnering with a group from Duluth
called HOTDISH Militia to place billboards in the
Duluth area. The next project will be partnering
with Minnesota NOW to place more billboards
throughout Greater MN.

Next steps include repeating the call for art-
ists and implementing improved organizational
methods. There will be another social media
contest to choose designs, then more billboards
and shirts.

What can you do to get involved in this cam-
paign and this issue? You can donate, you can
like, share, and follow on social media, you can
submit art, and you can be a clinic escort.

You can find the Minnesota Billboard Project
via email, FaceBook, Instagram, and their .org
website: @MnBillboardProject.

Death continued from page 6

Ms. Effinger-Weintraub described hybrid,
green only, and mixed use, as alternatives to a
standard burial. Hybrid is a mixture of tradi-
tional and green internment methods. Green
only requires minimal environmental impact.
Mixed-use, she suggested, might be where the
internment site is also used for something like a
children’s playground. The goal of all three is to
minimize impact on the environment.

In my opinion, Ms. Effinger-Weintraub’s goal
in the talk was to encourage people to get more
involved when our loved ones die. She wants
people to use their imaginations and be involved
a lot more when dealing with death.
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FREEDOM FROM RELIGION foundation

P.O. BOX 750 - MADISON, WI 53701 - (608) 256-8900 + WWW.FFRF.ORG

December 30, 2019
SENT VIA FAX & U.S. MAIL: (651) 797-1850

The Honorable Tim Walz

Governor, State of Minnesota

Office of the Governor

130 State Capitol

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

Re: Official Participation in Menorah Lighting Ceremony
Dear Governor Walz:

I am writing on behalf of the Freedom From Religion Foundation to alert you to constitutional
concerns regarding your official participation in a menorah lighting ceremony. FFRF is a
national nonprofit organization with more than 30,000 members nationwide, including more
than 600 members and two chapters in Minnesota. FFRF’s purposes are to protect the
constitutional separation between state and church, and to educate the public on matters
relating to nontheism.

Multiple Minnesota residents have reported that each year a menorah has been set up on
Minnesota State Capitol grounds. Our complainants report that this year, you participated in
the menorah lighting ceremony in your capacity as Governor of Minnesota. We understand that
you lit the shamosh and then joined in a religious Chanukah dance. This religious ceremony
was also promoted and endorsed on your official government Facebook page. Please see the
enclosed screenshot.

We write to request that you refrain from using your office to promote and endorse religious
ceremonies in the future.

“[T)he Supreme Court has repeatedly stated that the [Constitution is violated] if official action,
regardless of its purpose, ‘conveys a message of endorsement or disapproval’ of religion.”
Roberts v. Madigan, 921 F.2d 1047, 1054-55 (10th Cir. 1990) (emphasis added) (citing Wallace v.
Jaffree, 472 U.S. 38, 56 n. 42 (1985)); Sch. Dist. of Grand Rapids v. Ball, 473 U.S. 373, 389
(1985); Lynch v. Donnelly, 465 U.S. 668, 690 (1984); Lemon v. Kurtzman, 430 U.S. 602, 619
(1971)). Federal courts have therefore upheld restrictions on religious events and displays on
government property because such restrictions exist to avoid the appearance of unconstitutional
endorsement of religion. In the context of holiday observances, the Supreme Court has said:
“The government may acknowledge Christmas as a cultural phenomenon, but under the First
Amendment it may not observe it as a Christian holy day by suggesting people praise God for
the birth of Jesus.” Id. at 601. The same can be said of Chanukah. The City violates this
constitutional stricture when it plans and participates in the religious aspects of a holiday.

The constitutional violation here is further compounded by your promotion of this event through
your official government Facebook page. In a similar case from 2002, a federal court enjoined a
city and mayor from organizing, advertising, promoting or endorsing a prayer breakfast.

1
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Newman v. City of East Point, 181 F. Supp. 2d 1374 (N.D. Ga. 2002). In that case, the court
restricted the use of city funds, employees, resources and supplies in facilitating the Mayor's
Prayer Breakfast. As a result of the city’s activities (making and sending invitations, issuing
press releases, advertising the event, etc.), the court stated, “an objective observer would most
certainly conclude that the City of East Point has endorsed religion, specifically Christianity, by
its actions.” Id. at 1381. It further said that “as long as the event takes place at a non-City
facility, does not use City funds, does not use City employees to publicize or organize it and is

not presented as being endorsed by the City, then the Mayor and any City Officials can
participate in the event.” Id. at 1382.

While it is certainly a laudable goal to be inclusive of minority religions, the brilhance of our
First Amendment is in its recognition that the best way for government entities to foster
inclusivity is to remain neutral. This ceremony impermissibly put the prestige of the Governor's
Office behind a particular faith. Once the government enters into the religion business,
conferring endorsement for religion, it strikes a blow at religious liberty, forcing taxpayers of all
faiths and of no religion to subsidize a particular expression of worship. We request a response
in writing detailing the steps you are taking to remedy this violation of the First Amendment.

Thank you very much for your time and attention to this matter.

Sincerelv,

Staff Aitorney
Freedom From Religion Foundation
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The “Nones” That You Know
David Cronenberg

By Milo Grika

David Paul Cronenberg (born March 15, 1943)
is a Canadian filmmaker, mostly horror movies,
and perhaps best known for Scanners and Vid-
eodrome.

“I’'m an atheist, and so I have a philosophical
problem with demonology and supporting the
mythology of Satan, which involves God and
heaven and hell and all that stuff. I’'m not just a
nonbeliever, I'm an antibeliever — I think it’s a
destructive philosophy. I think all my movies are
commercial. That’s my delusion.”

—David Cronenberg

Cryptogram Answer

By the efforts of these infidels, the name of
God was left out of the Constitution of the
United States. They knew that if an infinite
being was put in, no room would be left for the
people. They knew that if any church was made
the mistress of the state, that mistress, like all
others, would corrupt, weaken, and destroy.

—Robert Green Ingersoll

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist
newsletter. Just send your input to editor@
mnatheists.org and we’ll do the rest.

Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations

Membership Levels

[ ] One-year student membership $10

[ ] One-year individual membership $35

[ ] Three-year individual membership $90
[ ] One-year household membership $45

[ ] Three-year household membership $115
[ ] One-year sustaining membership $75

[ ] Three-year sustaining membership $200
[ ] Life membership $600

Donation Funds
General Fund $
Building Fund $
RadioFund $

Name

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair
market value.

Student memberships include a subscription

to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist
delivered by email. All other memberships
include a subscription to the printed version
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the
PDF version delivered by email, please check the
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to:

Minnesota Atheists.

Students, please enclose a copy of your fee
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Street Address

City, State ZIP

[ ] Just email newsletter Email address

(Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)



March 2020 11
Upcoming Events

Atheists Talk Community Brunch 1st Sunday of every month at 10:30 a.m.,
Q. Cumbers, 7465 France Ave S, Edina.

Atheist/Agnostic Alcoholics Anonymous Every Sunday from 6:00-7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from
7:00-8:00 p.m.,

Health Recovery Center building, lower floor, 3249 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis.

Based on A.A., minus beliefs in any form of a God.

Roseville Human Rights Happy Hour Every Monday from 5:00-7:00 PM, La Casita, 1925 Perimeter
Dr, Roseville.

Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30-8:00 p.m.,
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m.,
Ambherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul.
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Godless Gamers Every Thursday at 6:00 p.m.,
Fantasy Flight Games Center, 1975 County Rd B2, Roseville.

Freethought Dinner Social 2nd and 4th Monday of every month from 5:00-7:00 p.m.,
Davanni’s, 8605 Lyndale Ave S, Bloomington.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m.,

Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove

And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m.,

Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul

NOTE: Two different locations.

Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Volunteer Food Packing 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:00 p.m.,
The Food Group, 8501 54th Ave N, New Hope.

Secular Ethics Discussion Group 3rd Thursday of every month from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the
party room of the Larpenteur Estates apartment complex in St. Paul.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m.,
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon,
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

For more events, visit www.meetup.com/minnesota-atheists
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Minnesota Atheists

Positive Atheism in action since 1991
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email
board@mnatheists.org

President
Ben Blanchard
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President
Stephanie Zvan
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair
Alyssa Ehni
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair
Kamrin Duncan

achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary
Heather Hegi
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer

Chris Matthews
treas@mnatheists.org
763.428.3424

Directors at Large
Georgia Hancock
dirl @mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly
dir2@mnatheists.org

Maddy Love
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board

editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board

George Kane
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor
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Public Relations Chair
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Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly,
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists,
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and
church.
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Minnesota Atheists

Membership
Regular members: 183
Life members: 48
Meetup members:
3,045

Minnesota Atheists
Honorary Members

Hector Avalos, PhD
Dan Barker

Gerald Erickson, PhD
Annie Laurie Gaylor
Dick Hewetson
Robert M. Price, PhD
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