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Update: Events and Activities
It’s Good to Be Seen

By Heather Hegi
After a year where we moved most of our events online, we are finally 
holding events in person once again!

The Month of May saw the return of:
1. In person Trivia with a new event series on every Sunday evening 6 

p.m. at Venn Brewery, 3550 E 46th St Suite 140, Minneapolis

2. The Flying Spaghetti Monster Dinner which is held every 5th Sunday 
(about 4 times a year) 6 p.m. at Yarusso Bros Italian Restaurant, 635 
Payne Ave, St Paul

3. Freethinking Females which is held every last Monday of the month 
5:30 p.m. at Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale St, St. Paul (the second 
Monday offering of Freethinking Females remaining online at this 
time)

4. Bowling For Deities at Memory Lanes every 4th Saturday of the month 
at noon.

In June we welcomed the return of three more events to in person:
5. Freethought Toastmasters, offering a Hybrid option at this time for 

both in person and online attendees, every 1st and 3rd Monday of the 
month, 6:30 p.m. at Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1260 Larpenteur 
Ave W, Saint Paul

6. Our summer Freethought Picnics in which we bring together the larger 
freethought community including Humanists MN and Camp Quest. 
Minnesota Atheists hosted the June Picnic, and Humanist MN is host-
ing the July Picnic on Sunday July 18, 12:00 p.m. at Jaycees Shelter, 
2540 Lexington Ave N, Roseville

7. Blasphemer’s Brunch returned to Pizza Lucé in Richfield. Please see 
Meetup.com/MinnesotaAtheists to see offerings and RSVP

And I want to make special mention of three events coming up in July!
8. I have always wanted to get involved in community parades and not 

just May Day and PRIDE. Particularly community parades which have 
a strong church presence to make the statement that atheists are a 

Continued on page 2



2 The Minnesota Atheist

Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane
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part of their community too. My thought is to 
do a tour of parades, a different community 
parade each year. This year we have secured 
a spot in the Maple Grove Days Parade! Our 
success in having a strong presence in this 
parade depends on you, please join us on the 
evening of Thursday July 15, on the streets 
around Rice Lake Elementary, 13755 89th Ave 
N, Maple Grove. We will begin lining up at 
5:30 p.m., please be there by 6:00 p.m., and 
the parade will start at 6:30 p.m. We provide 
signs to carry and t-shirts to wear. 

9. PRIDE Festival, July 17–18, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., 
Loring Park, 1382 Willow St, Minneapolis. 

While no parade this year, they have orga-
nized a festival, instead of the usual last 
weekend in June, it will be in July this year. 
Minnesota Atheists is planning to have a 
booth there, we hope you will stop by and 
even hang around to help us greet people and 
answer questions about atheism.

10. Humanists and Friends Potluck Summer 
Picnic Bash on Sunday July 18, 12:00 p.m. at 
Jaycees Shelter, 2540 Lexington Ave N, Rose-
ville

We hope to see you at one of our in-person 
events, but either way, we wish you an enjoyable 
summer!

Activities continued from page 1
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News and Notes
National Day of 
[Christian] Prayer

By George Francis Kane
January 6, 2021, when an 

angry mob intent on overturning 
the result of the presidential election laid siege 
to the U.S. Capitol, will be remembered as one 
of the darkest days in the nation’s history. There 
was, however, one candle in that darkness. In the 
months since then, the Capitol has been closed 
to the public. It is surrounded by fence, and heav-
ily guarded. The result was that for the first time 
since the National Day of Prayer Resolution was 
signed by President Harry Truman 70 years ago, 
there was no Christian celebration at the Capitol 
on the first Thursday in May.

Christian Nationalists were enraged. Rallies 
in many state capitols were also canceled be-
cause the public was kept out due to Covid-re-
lated restrictions on gatherings. The Rev. Patrick 
Mahoney, director of 
the Christian Defense 
Coalition, tweeted 
“free speech is in danger today in America.”

Not that the organizers of the National Day 
of Prayer have ever been particularly concerned 
about freedom of speech, nor freedom of reli-
gion, for that matter. Activities for the annual 
celebration are not planned by any governmental 
agency, but by the private National Day of Prayer 
Task Force, which is entirely composed of con-
servative evangelical Christians. They have made 
it clear that the “official” Day of Prayer events 
that they put on are only for conservative Chris-
tians like themselves. If other religions wish to 
celebrate the day, the NDP Task Force tells them 
to stage their own events — they are not welcome 
at authorized activities.

There has been one legal challenge to end the 
annual Declaration of the National Day of Prayer 
for violation of the Establishment Clause. In 2010 
the Freedom from Religion Foundation tried su-
ing President Obama and won in District Court. 
In her decision, Judge Barbara Crabbe wrote: “… 
recognizing the importance of prayer to many 
people does not mean that the government may 
enact a statute in support of it, any more than 

the government may encourage citizens to fast 
during the month of Ramadan, attend a syn-
agogue, purify themselves in a sweat lodge or 
practice rune magic. In this instance, the govern-
ment has taken sides on a matter that must be 
left to individual conscience.”

President Obama appealed the case, and the 
Seventh Circuit Court threw the case out, va-
cating the decision of an Establishment Clause 
violation, because the plaintiffs lacked standing. 
The suit could not be heard because the FFRF 
sustained no injury. In this line of reasoning, 
even if the proclamation of the National Day of 
Prayer constitutes a clear violation of the Estab-
lishment Clause, the only person with the right 
to sue is the president, who may sue Congress 
because their resolution instructs him to issue 
the proclamation annually.

No president so far has done so or refused to 
issue the proclamation. It would still be politi-
cal suicide, as it would be viewed as a gratuitous 
insult to Christians. Even though, for the first 
time, the majority of Americans are not members 

any of church, the na-
tion would reject him. 
This year, President 
Biden’s proclamation 

contained all the overly honeyed sentimentality 
needed to please his Christian audience, glorify-
ing prayer and faith for unifying the nation with 
“purpose and resolve,” delivering “the deter-
mination to overcome adversity, rise above our 
differences, and come together as one Nation 
to meet this moment in history.” Nevertheless, 
he was widely chastised because nowhere in the 
proclamation did he mention God! I’m sure Biden 
upbraided his writer for that oversight.

The American Humanist Association in 2003 
originated the idea of a National Day of Reason 
as a response to the National Day of Prayer. They 
schedule it on the same day, the first Thursday 
in May, and often celebrate it with gatherings at 
state capitols. Minnesota Atheists first celebrated 
it with speeches in the Rotunda in 2006, while 
Christians were doing the same on the steps 
outside.

The Congressional Secular Caucus, led by 
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-MD), has introduced a reso-
lution to officially recognize the National Day of 
Reason.

The court threw the case out, because the 
FFRF sustained no injury.
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New Director’s Directions
Getting Normal and How To Do It

By Mike Trombley
In spite of all the rumors that no one is spread-

ing, I’m still around. Okay, I have to admit, I hav-
en’t stayed around, having taken a trip to both Las 
Vegas / Phoenix and a second trip to Ft. Myers in 
Florida, It’s great to be vaccinated. I highly rec-
ommend it to anyone that hasn’t tried it yet. “Oh, 
the places you’ll go...” (Dr. Seuss, I believe or maybe 
it’s: I believe in Dr. Seuss). Anyway, the moral here 
is “Go get Vaccinated!”.

I hope everyone takes some time to check out 
MNA’s new web site. I have a challenge for every-
one, with the results I hope to incorporate onto 
our website soon. The goal of this challenge is to 
let people know that another atheist(s) may live 
nearby that shares the lack of belief in “god(s)” 
and that we’re all over Minnesota.

Steps
1. Travel to your town’s “Welcome to ...” sign (or 

just the city boundary sign if “welcome to ...” 
isn’t a thing where you live.)

2. Take along anyone interested in being identi-
fied on the MN Atheist’s web site.

3. Have someone take a picture that incorpo-
rates the city’s name / sign and whomever 
you’ve gathered. I (we) would rather see faces 
than shoes so get a close-up if you can.

4. Email the photo to Dir3@MNAthests.org 
along with the names of each person (in 
order, left to right, front to back!) within the 
photo. People can remain anonymous if they 
want by hiding faces / wearing masks / fac-
ing away. Everyone identifiable must agree 
to have their name and image “published,” 
though it likely won’t make anyone famous.

5. I’ll aim to create a page off the web site that 
shows “Atheists Live in _____, MN” with pic-
tures and names, alphabetically aligned by 
city.

6. Once we have a few, we may use social me-
dia to expand our audience with a hashtag of 
“#AtheistsLiveIn”. If you want to start this off 

on your own, go for it.
And now for some great news: be sure to check 

out the exciting return of the Upcoming Events 
on the next page. But remember, at all our great 
events — in person as well as online, don’t for-
get the secret MNA handshake so that everyone 
knows you’re one of us. Oh, wait. We don’t have a 
secret handshake. Scary. You’ll just have to iden-
tify yourself and talk with others if you want to 
know more about them — I highly recommend it.

As many of you know, I’m also the group librar-
ian. This means I have a great bookshelf backdrop 
available for all my Zoom calls. It also means that 
dues paying members can borrow some books to 
put behind them for their own, more-believable 
Zoom appearances. Or, if you want, you could 
always read some of them as well. To pique your 
literary interest, here are 15 more book titles cur-
rently available — out of roughly 210 within our 
library.

Atheism — The Case Against God

Born Again Skeptic’s Guide to the Bible

Breaking the Spell

Challenging the Verdict

Deconstructing Jesus

End of Faith

Fundamentals of Extremism (assumed as not be-
ing a “how-to”!)

God Talk

Just Pretend — A Freethought book for Children

Leviathan

Pagan Christs

Some Mistakes of Moses

Subject to Debate

The War on Science

With God on Their Side
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Upcoming Events

Freethought Picnic 
July Picnic on Sunday July 18, 12:00 p.m. at Jaycees Shelter, 2540 Lexington Ave N, Roseville

PRIDE Festival July 17–18, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., Loring Park, 1382 Willow St, Minneapolis.

Hybrid Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8:00 
p.m., 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. freethought.toastmastersclubs.org

Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of every month at 6:30 p.m., 
Amherst H Wilder Foundation, 451 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul. 
All Minnesota Atheists members are welcome.

Freethinking Females 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m., 
Claddagh Irish Pub, 7890 Main St N, Maple Grove 
Online Event And 4th Monday of every month at 7:30 p.m., 
NOTE: The first is in person and the second is online. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., 
Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th St, Richfield.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

In-person Trivia Night Every Sunday from 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
Venn Brewing, 3550 E 46th St Suite 140, Minneapolis

Online M.A.S.H! (Mn Atheists Social Hour!) Every Wednesday from 5:30–6:30 p.m.

Online In Depth — Discussion and Debate Every 4th Tuesday of the month from 3:00–4:00 p.m

For more events and instructions for connecting to online events, visit:
www.meetup.com/MinnesotaAtheists 



6 The Minnesota Atheist

A Short History of 
Nearly Everything 
Bill Bryson

By Kamrin Duncan
The first time I realized I 

no longer believed in God was 
during a visit to the planetarium when I was in 
college. The show being featured at the time was 
about how Earth was created. Bill Bryson’s book, 
A Short History of Nearly Everything took me back 
to that moment. Bryson manages to capture the 
wonders of the universe and the extraordinary 
event of life without contributing it to a higher 
power. 

A Short History of Nearly Everything, was 
published in 2003 and provides a science-based 
overview of the universe, the Earth, the rise of 
civilization and many other topics. Bryson’s book 
is simply written and easy to understand and 
avoids the technical textbook feel of many other 
books in this genre. 

There are some great take-aways from this 
book that appeal to the atheist community. 
Bryson emphasizes the importance of scientific 
theory and critical thinking. He also highlights 
several cases in which religious institutions have 
faulted research and scientific investigations. 
There is also an underlying theme throughout 
the book that there is always more to be learned 
and there are still many things we have yet to 
discover about the world we live in. Continuous 
curiosity and questioning are what lead to more 
scientific studies and more scientific knowledge. 

“If this book has a lesson, it is that we are aw-
fully lucky to be here — and by ‘we’ I mean every 
living thing. To attain any kind of life in this uni-
verse of ours appears to be quite an achievement. 
As humans we are doubly lucky, 
of course: We enjoy not only the 
privilege of existence but also the 
singular ability to appreciate it 
and even, in a multitude of ways, 
to make it better. It is a talent we 
have only barely begun to grasp.”
— Bill Bryson, A Short History of 
Nearly Everything

Treasury Report
March and April, 2021

By Chris Matthews 

Atheists Talk Fund Donations
 $0 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $100 Ross Meisner
 $80 Art Scearcy
 $40 Ben Zvan
 $25 Steve Petersen
 $20 Ed Baxter
 $5 anonymous
 $540 YourCause
 $52 PayPal Giving Fund
 $862 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $0 Subtotal

 $862 Total Donations

Expenses
 $459 Newsletters
 $248 IT General
 $450 Misc
 $1,157 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $145,969
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Paul Giamatti

By Milo Grika
Paul Edward Valentine Giamatti (born June 6, 

1967) is an American actor and producer. He has 
received an Academy Award nomination for Best 
Supporting Actor, Primetime Emmy Award, Gold-
en Globe Award, and Screen Actors Guild Award.

“My wife is Jewish, and I’m fine with my son be-
ing raised as a Jew. ... I will talk to my son about 
my atheism when the time is right.”
— Paul Giamatti

Cryptogram Answer
The good Christian should beware of math-
ematicians and all those who make empty 
prophecies. The danger already exists that 
mathematicians have made a covenant with 
the devil to darken the spirit and confine man 
in the bonds of Hell.

St. Augustine

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Ben Blanchard 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Heather Hegi 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Kamrin Duncan 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Alyssa Ehni 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Hertzey Hertz 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Dane Haverly 
dir2@mnatheists.org

Mike Trombley 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 191 
Life members: 50 
Meetup members: 
3,554
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD

The Minnesota Atheist — July 2021
Published by Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112
612.588.7031
info@mnatheists.org
Copyright 2021 by Minnesota Atheists.
All rights reserved.

Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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