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Debbie Goddard
February Public Meeting

Join us online for our February Public Meeting for board 
elections and our featured speaker, Debbie Goddard!

Debbie is the Vice President of Programs at American 
Atheists. She has over two decades of experience as an 
organizer and activist. She became involved with the 
secular movement as a college student in 2000 and at-
tended atheist, freethinker, humanist, and skeptic group 

meetings in Philadelphia, New York City, New Jersey, and central Pennsyl-
vania. Her involvement increased over time: she served on local advisory 
boards, started a student group, edited a monthly campus freethought 
email newsletter, and held a work-study position at the Center for Inqui-
ry’s office in Rockefeller Center. In 2002, she was recognized in a Beliefnet 
“Godless Who’s Who” list as “The Student Activist” and in the Washington 
Blade as an “out” nonbeliever.

Since 2006, she has worked in the Department of Campus & Communi-
ty Programs at the Center for Inquiry in Amherst, NY. After serving as a 
field organizer and as campus outreach coordinator, she became Outreach 
Director in 2012 and managed CFI’s U.S. branches and the international 
student outreach program. She also directed African Americans for Hu-
manism.

Debbie is also engaged in LGBTQ activism, civil rights work, and training 
new organizers in her community. She facilitates workshops and gives 
presentations on campaign-building, evidence-based activism, diversity 
and outreach, group organizing, humanism and politics, and other topics 
for community groups, campus groups, and national conferences across 
North America.

Sunday, February 20, 2022
1:00–1:15 p.m.: Zoom opens to 

work out any issues
1:15–1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting 

and board elections
1:45–2:00 p.m.: Break
2:00–3:30 p.m.: Program

Virtually at https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/99846973161?pwd=U0dKZD-
lUQXFGUy9uQUpKYjFzdHYxdz09

Or call in at: 13126266799,,9984697
3161#,,,,*487362#
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From the Editor’s Desk
Content, Content, Content

By Milo Grika
As the world gets back to (the new) normal, so 

too, we want to get this newsletter back to nor-
mal, both in schedule as well as content. We are 
working on getting our ducks back in row, but we 
need your help in filling the pages.

Ways you can help:
1. Promote regularly occurring events by sub-

mitting your experience in words and/or 
photos

2. Suggest speakers you’d like to see 
 

 

3. And, of course, write something original — 

• Tell us about your experiences being quar-
antined with believers

• Tell us what you read or watched while not 
venturing out of the house — just write it 
through the eyes of an atheist

• Tell us what atheist/humanist/progressive 
event you missed last couple of years and 
why it’s important to you

Just send your content to:
editor@mnatheists.org

Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

T b w  f p s  E c b  c n  O c w  w x sw,  d p x v p  x e  x r r sw x t f s q l 

v j sw x u q s  u s v t g e s  x f  x e  t u e g j w.  T b w  u g j x sw  p s  j c e s 

t o t x b ,  d p x v p  x e  v s j f t x b  u s v t g e s  x f  x e  x r h c e e x u q s .
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News and Notes
Lemon Test Endangered

By George Francis Kane
Secular government is on the 

brink of oblivion in America.
Every reader of this column 

surely knows that the separa-
tion of state and church is legally based in the 
Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the 
First Amendment, that “Congress shall make no 
law respecting the establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” It was not 
until the middle of the twentieth century that the 
Supreme Court received cases that enabled it to 
take up the task of providing clarity to the Estab-
lishment Clause by creating tests to determine 
when government actions would be in violation. 
Pre-eminent among these tests is the three-
pronged Lemon Test:

1. The government’s action must have a legiti-
mate secular purpose;

2. The government’s action must not have the 
primary effect of either advancing or inhibit-
ing religion; and

3. The government’s action must not result in 
an “excessive entanglement” of the govern-
ment and religion.

The Lemon Test provided clear definition 
to the Establishment Clause since it was in-
troduced in the 1971 case Lemon v. Kurtzman. 
Since the turn of the millennium, however, the 
composition of the Supreme Court has taken a 
conservative turn, and its understanding of the 
Establishment Clause has weakened. It has nev-
er overturned the Lemon Test, but rather it has 
repeatedly ignored it.

That brings us to the case Shurtleff v. City of 
Boston, which the Court heard in January. Bos-
ton has three flagpoles outside its city hall, one 
of which normally flies the flag of the City of 
Boston. At times Boston chooses to fly a dif-
ferent flag instead, as a special recognition or 
celebration by the city. Usually, this is the flag 
of some other nation, but the city decided to fly 
the LGBTQ Rainbow Flag, to commemorate the 
city’s official designation of Boston Pride Month. 

In response, a Christian Nationalist organization, 
Camp Constitution, applied to fly the Christian 
flag on the city’s flagpole. The city rejected the 
application, as it would violate the precepts of 
the Lemon Test. The flagpole in question is city 
property, and the decision of what flags to fly is 
always an official act of government. It is not a 
free speech forum and has never been used to fly 
the flag of any religion, sect or denomination.

An amicus curiae brief submitted by the 
Becket Fund, a Christian nationalist legal group, 
reveals that the strategic plan behind this case is 
to overturn the Lemon Test, so that it may no lon-
ger be adopted by lower courts. In the hearing for 
this case, Justice Neil Gorsuch approved of the 
characterization of the Lemon Test as a mistaken 
view of the Establishment Clause, and asked the 
Court “What’s left for us to decide?”

What will be the result of overturning the 
Lemon Test? If laws are not required to have a 
secular purpose, there will be nothing to re-
strain the spending of government tax revenue 
on funding religious education and advocacy. If 
they may have the effect of promoting religion, 
then there is no bar to government establish-
ing religious orthodoxy, which may be imposed 
with force of law. Religious freedom will disap-
pear along with reproductive and sexual identity 
rights. If there is no bar to government entangle-
ment with religion, law and religious dogma can 
be expected to merge. Government may then set, 
as a requirement for government funding, doc-
trinal compliance by churches with the denom-
inations the government prefers. Preference for 
one religion over another? Preference for religion 
over nonreligion? Nothing in law will prevent 
them.

What will replace Lemon, to test when a 
government action violates the Establishment 
Clause? Supposedly, we will return to the under-
standing of the role of government with respect 
to religion that was in effect when the First 
Amendment was adopted. So, what were the tests 
of Establishment Clause violation that were in 
effect at that time? History is totally silent. There 
were no Establishment Clause cases accepted 
by the Supreme Court, or brought to it, until the 
mid-1900s. The Establishment Clause will be 
rendered operationally meaningless.
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In Memoriam
Kerry Lund and Gene Kasmar 

By Kristine Lund
My mom, Ker-

ry Lund, and her 
life partner, Gene 
Kasmar, are no 
longer with us in 
their embodied 
forms. They spent 
their last years in 
Oklahoma City, 
having left Min-
nesota to escape the snow. They also left behind 
their activist life, focusing more on gardening 
and traveling.

My mom’s issue was overpopulation and its 
link to the earth’s depletion of natural resources. 
She was a proud supporter of Planned Parent-
hood. In 1995, she was invited to speak about the 
earth’s carrying capacity on the “Atheists Talk” 
television show.

As she said then, “Carrying capacity is the 
number of individuals a habitat can support 
without endangering the future social, cultural, 
and environmental support system….The deci-
sion is ours. We choose our population and at the 
moment we are choosing way past the carrying 
capacity for the lifestyle we wish to lead.” And it 
turns out that today, people are more aware of 
climate change. Mom was always right.

Gene’s issue was atheism and he was militant. 
In 1992, he famously petitioned the District 286 
Board of Education to ban the Bible in the Brook-
lyn Center school libraries. He self-published the 
book All the Obscenities of the Bible. Gene did not 
win his case. But given that the religious right 
has often banned books because of what they 
deemed “inappropriate content,” it was humor-
ous to see their own argument turned against 
them in a way they never thought possible.

Gene and Kerry participated in highway 
cleanups with the humanists and volunteered 
in other ways, including for Minnesota Atheists 
(which awarded them both Distinguished Service 
Awards in 1997).

Originally published by the MN Humanists.

Treasury Report
November, 2021

By Chris Matthews 

Atheists Talk Fund Donations
 $500 Alice Lesney
 $500 Subtotal

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $50 Ross Meisner
 $35 D Auburn
 $25 Ben Schwamberger Muldoon
 $20 Ben Zvan
 $85 Network for Good
 $75 MightyCause
 $35 AmazonSmile
 $30 YourCause
 $18 PayPal Giving Fund
 $132 Cash donations
 $505 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $0 Subtotal

 $1,005 Total Donations

Expenses
 $43 Misc
 $43 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $146,135
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November Meeting Review 
(And Book Review)
Dr. Samantha Montano — Disasterology: 
Dispatches from the Frontlines of the Cli-
mate Crisis

By Joe Smith
In the November general meeting of Min-

nesota Atheists, the featured speaker was Dr. 
Samantha Montano who gave a presentation on 
Disasterology: Managing Disasters in the Climate 
Crisis. The lecture was an informative outline of 
the shortcomings we face with our current di-
saster management efforts and how FEMA, plus 
local relief agencies, are ill prepared to grapple 
with the volume of human misery which can be 
caused by climate change. Dr. Montano has seen 
disaster relief shortcomings firsthand during her 
volunteer efforts for hurricane Katrina relief and 
the British Petroleum oil spill. Those experiences 
inspired Ms. Montano to get a Ph.D. in Emergen-
cy Management in order to study crisis manage-
ment of all types, with 
the goal of improving 
how we prevent, re-
spond to, and recover 
from large scale crisis.

In Dr. Montano’s view, the scientific study of 
emergency management in relation to climate 
change can broadly be broken down into two 
problems:
• Problem 1: Mitigating climate change, which 

is something that as individuals we seem to 
have little control over.

• Problem 2: Managing the consequences of 
climate change, which is something we, as 
individuals, are affected by and have some 
degree of input into.

Dr. Montano says that when a climate cri-
sis does occur, such as a hurricane, drought, or 
electrical grid freeze out, then there are multiple 
responders including governmental agencies, 
non-profits, business, media and individuals. 
These agencies are often working without coor-
dination between the various groups with the ef-
fect of complicating relief efforts. The end result 
is that after all the media attention has left the 

area, the remaining residents struggle for long 
periods of time to make their lives whole again. 
Additionally, some areas like the Lake Charles 
area in Louisiana find themselves in a perpetual 
state of recovery, as one hurricane after anoth-
er has hampered their efforts to rebuild. Some 
formerly livable areas have been lost due to 
climate change, and buyout programs have been 
attempted on a small scale. Relocation of fami-
lies is taking about 5 years on average due to the 
bureaucratic hurdles which must be overcome. 
There is much uncertainty in the process with 
poor people and minorities disproportionately 
affected.

Dr. Montano’s goal is to raise awareness of 
how woefully underfunded emergency manage-
ment is in the United States, and how little fund-
ing there is to study methods of improving, and 
better preparing our emergency response in the 
light of climate change. Her immediate concerns 
range from a National Flood Insurance program 
that relies upon outdated flood zone maps which 
do not compensate for enlarged flood zones 
caused by climate change, to a lack of disaster 

mitigation leadership 
and preparedness at 
the community level. 
Dr. Montano would like 
to see more commu-

nity engagement by having individuals contact 
our local representatives concerning the level of 
emergency preparedness in our communities.

I found the information presented by Dr. 
Montano to be concise and well laid out with 
little, if any, conjec-
ture. As Dr. Montano 
also has a B.S. degree 
in Psychology, an 
interesting sequel to 
this may be in iden-
tifying how certain 
religious beliefs 
hamper our ability 
to mitigate climate 
change, and respond 
to climate change 
events, because the 
supplicants believe 
climate change is 
God’s will.

These agencies are often working without 
coordination between the various groups with 
the effect of complicating relief efforts.
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Nominee Statements
Board of Directors

Stephanie Zvan
President
I’ve volunteered with MNA 
since 2009: on the radio show, 
on TV, at community events, 
building governance processes, 
representing us to other orga-
nizations, and on the board. 
I’m proud of what we’ve ac-
complished and determined 
to address our challenges. I’m 
looking forward to serving as the organization’s 
president this year.

Michelle Morlan
Associate President
I am excited to have the oppor-
tunity to continue on the board 
of Minnesota Atheists. I joined 
in August last year as a director 
at large to fill a vacancy after a 
resignation, and I would love to 
continue. I have really enjoyed 
getting to know how the orga-
nization works, and thinking of 
ideas for the future! I am a STEM professional, 
and I’m passionate about how critical science 
and reason are to society at large.

Heather Hegi
Chair
I have been a dedicated volun-
teer and member of the board of 
Minnesota Atheists since 2012. 
I am happy to serve the board as 
Chair as it’s the position I have 
held for most of my time on the 
board. I look forward to being 
a part of this year’s board as 
we continue to work as a team 
to keep Minnesota Atheist relevant and active 
through this pandemic.

Mike Trombley
Associate Chair
Hello. I’ve been an atheist ever 
since I was expected to think for 
myself — around 2nd grade, I’d 
say. I didn’t have a name for my-
self — I wasn’t an “atheist” yet, I 
just wasn’t what I was expected 
to be either.

For most of my life since then, 
it wasn’t something I gave much thought. I’d say 
I was an atheist if asked but never emphasized 
it. After all, there’s a lot of things I don’t believe, 
“god” just happens to be in the list. I was a pas-
sive atheist.

Now I recognize the benefit(s) of being an active 
atheist. The primary one is that being visible 
helps others recognize that the option to be an 
atheist is reasonable, viable and, other than “go-
ing to hell” for it, painless. The second main ben-
efit is to ensure that my government isn’t being 
determined by some arbitrary religion’s dogma. 
I want MN Atheists to become a widely known, 
well populated group of atheists, showing the 
world that religion isn’t a necessity for ourselves, 
others, or a society. Big goal but pretty easy when 
you think about it.
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Chris Matthews
Treasurer
I am a Minnesota native and a 
life member of Minnesota Athe-
ists. I personally value positive 
atheism and the separation of 
government and religion. I have 
served on the board as treasurer 
since 2011. I am proud to help 
provide the infrastructure that 
the organization needs to pursue 
goals that we collectively find worthwhile, and I 
look forward to continuing in this role.

Alyssa Ehni
Secretary
I am excited to have been nomi-
nated to continue serving Min-
nesota Atheists as Secretary. I 
so enjoy this community and 
the many wonderful people in 
it. The past year was difficult 
and I have seen (and been on 
the receiving end of) our com-
munity supporting one another. 
Continuing to foster fellowship and build our 
community in the ways we are currently able are 
important tasks for the coming year. 

Hertzey Hertz
Director at Large
Many years ago I found myself 
looking for an atheist social cir-
cle. I had read lots of blogs and
even started to listen to a couple 
of podcasts. But I missed having 
events to go to on a regular ba-
sis. I found, through Meetup, the 
Minnesota Atheists, and specifi-
cally the Newbie Night and
Godless Gamers. Through these events, I found 
many friends and events to occupy my extrovert-
ed self. As I enjoyed the events, I became curious 
about the leadership and started to attend board 
meetings as a general member. It did not take 
long for me to become a Director at Large. During 
my tenure I held multiple roles on the board, 
planned the Solstice Dinners of 2016 and 2018, 

and was head of the radio show. After a sabbati-
cal, I have accepted the nomination for Director 
at Large. I am very excited to see how I can help 
our community grow and flourish.

August Berkshire
Director at Large
I have been active, to varying 
degrees, in the atheist movement 
since 1984. I am a past president 
and newsletter editor for Min-
nesota Atheists and serve on the 
Public Policy Committee. I have 
also served on the American 
Atheists national board of direc-
tors. My main emphasis this year will be to try to 
create accessible atheist/humanist/freethought 
lending and research libraries for the Twin Cities 
community.

Ben Blanchard
Director at Large
I have served on Minnesota 
Atheist’s board for the last sev-
eral years, and I am excited to be 
nominated to continue on the 
board of Minnesota Atheists as 
Director at large. I started off as a 
young member of my university’s 
SSA chapter, eventually grow-
ing into a leader in my local community, then 
working with national secular organizations, and 
spending a year working with the Foundation Be-
yond Belief on an international humanist service 
trip. When I decided to put down roots, I knew 
it would be in Minnesota because it is the best 
place in the world, with good weather, good food, 
and good people. The community I have found 
within Minnesota Atheists has been a constant 
in the last few troublesome years, and I hope to 
continue to work to make things better for us all.
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In Memoriam
Jim Barri

By Steve Petersen
Longtime member Jim Barri died on July 5, 

2021, when he was 68. Jim had been diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer about two years ago. He 
had found it early and thought his prognosis was 
good but in the end the cancer ended his life. 

Jim grew up in Chicago and was born into 
a Catholic Italian family. He went to Catholic 
schools but at some point he freed his mind of 
religious superstition and lived as an atheist. He 
moved to Minneapolis from Chicago after the 
airline he worked for was bought by Northwest 
— now Delta Airlines. In 1994 or 1995, he joined 
Minnesota Atheists. Jim became part of the fabric 
of MNA quickly. His interests were being with 
like-minded people for the social benefits. He 
was comfortable with his views on God and reli-
gion and enjoyed conversation, togetherness and 
he had a desire to support secular causes.

The one value that stood out about Jim right 
from the first meeting was how easy it was to 
talk with him about a wide variety of subjects. 
That was based on his broad spectrum of reading 
habits, film knowledge and interest in communi-
ty theater. When I had learned Jim was a baggage 
handler for an airline, I was at first stunned. He 
seemed to be over-qualified, but in reality, after 
understanding him and his working-class family 
roots based in Chicago, I understood his choice. 
Having a union job with an airline was in keeping 
with his upbringing and it provided him with the 
income needed to supplement his pursuit of hap-
piness, through the consumption of the printed 
and spoken word and the study of the human 
condition.

We had talked many times about his all-time 
favorite American freethinker, Robert Green 
Ingersoll. I had interviewed him on our cable and 
radio programs on Ingersoll and he spoke about 
him at an MNA Day of Reason event at the State 
Capitol. About 15 years ago, while traveling in 
the Finger Lakes area of New York, we stopped 
at the Ingersoll birthplace and there on the wall 
was Jim’s name as a benefactor. Ingersoll was 
a prolific writer and is frequently quoted. Jim’s 
life particularly exemplified two of these quotes: 

“Happiness is not a reward — it is a consequence; 
suffering is not a punishment — it is a result” and 
“Happiness is the only good. The time to be hap-
py is now. The place to be happy is here. The way 
to be happy is to make others so.” That is Jim’s 
life from my perspective.

Jim was attracted to Minnesota Atheists by 
its community of freethinkers. He was a regular 
at picnics, dinners, reel and a meal events, the 
flying spaghetti monster dinner, food packing 
and any other event with a social component. It 
brought him enormous happiness and, whether 
we realized it or not, his presence did the same 
for us.

My last conversation with Jim was at a picnic 
shortly before he died. We talked about books as 
we had often done. Jim’s recollection of books 
he read long ago never faded, he could recall the 
characters and the plot like he just finished the 
book yesterday. 

There were individual projects to which Jim 
gave his all. When a fellow member, Ted Moore, 
died there was an unfinished Homer Simpson 
tree carving in the front yard. Jim took it upon 
himself to personally paint Homer onto the tree 
stump, completing Ted’s vision. Jim traveled to 
Albuquerque New Mexico to pick up and pack the 
Holste library donation to MNA. 

At our last picnic before Jim died, where at-
tendees provided Jim with some happiness for a 
day in relief of his cancer treatments and of the 
reality of his prognosis. While he was still opti-
mistic that he would overcome this cancer, he 
also understood the reality of his predicament. 
The photo from that day Jim and Laurie Weiss 
Johnson leaves us with a memory of a life well 
lived. 

In closing, this is from Ingersoll on death: 
“I now in the pres-
ence of death, 
affirm and reaffirm 
the truth of all that 
I have said against 
the superstitions of 
the world. I would 
say at least that 
much on the sub-
ject with my last 
breath.”
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Commentary
From Religious Freedom To Entitlement

By George Francis Kane
Each year the President of the United States 

proclaims National Religious Freedom Day to 
commemorate the enactment of the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom on January 16, 
1786. That statute, written by Thomas Jefferson 
and guided to passage in the Virginia General As-
sembly by James Madison, became the model for 
religious freedom laws when the United States 
was founded.

That act requires “that no man shall be com-
pelled to frequent or support any religious wor-
ship, place, or ministry whatsoever.” While the 
idea that the individual should never be forced 
through taxation to support a religion in which 
he did not believe had been gestating throughout 
the Enlightenment, this statute for the first time 
enshrined that principle in law.

Religious freedom has been expanded since 
by the adoption of the First Amendment and by 
new laws, adopted nationally and in every state, 
and clarified by court decisions. Especially im-
portant in this regard are tests that have been 
employed to determine if a law violates the Es-
tablishment or Free Exercise clauses of the First 
Amendment. The coercion test holds that govern-
ment does not violate the establishment clause 
unless it (1) provides direct aid to religion in a 
way that would tend to establish a state church, 
or (2) coerces people to support or participate in 
religion against their will. The endorsement test 
holds that a government action is invalid if it 
creates a perception in the mind of a reasonable 
observer that the government is either endorsing 
or disapproving of religion. The three-pronged 
Lemon test requires government action to have 
a secular purpose, a primary effect that neither 
advances nor inhibits religion, and avoids “ex-
cessive entanglement” of the government and 
religion.

Each of these tests for First Amendment vio-
lations was viewed as expanding and reinforcing 
religious liberty. None of them rolled back Jeffer-
son’s concept that government may not through 
taxation compel anyone to support any religion. 
Thirty eight states have enshrined this prohibi-

tion into their own constitutions. Unfortunately, 
the conservative majority on the Roberts court 
has undertaken a long-term project to under-
mine these no-aid-to-religion laws in successive 
rulings. In the case Trinity Lutheran Church v. 
Comer, the court ruled that churches may re-
ceive state subsidies that do not involve teaching 
religion. In the case Espinoza v. Montana Depart-
ment of Revenue, the court ruled that pervasively 
religious education may be subsidized, even if 
forbidden by the state constitution. In this term’s 
Carson v. Makin case, the Supreme Court is ex-
pected to rule that denying state subsidies for 
religious organizations violates the free exercise 
clause of the First Amendment.

If the court decides in favor of the plaintiffs, 
it will have the effect of overturning the Virginia 
Statute for Religious Freedom on the surprising 
argument that it restricts the freedom of reli-
gion! This would turn the 236-year-old under-
standing of religious freedom completely on its 
head. In Jefferson’s concept of religious freedom, 
the state could not compel anyone to financial-
ly support a church. But the Roberts court has 
found in the Constitution’s Free Exercise Clause 
that, if subsidies are offered to secular organiza-
tions, states must provide the same support to 
churches! Of course, the taxpayers will have to 
come up with the money. This maintains gov-
ernment “neutrality,” the court argues, because 
it makes government support equally available 
to religious and secular organizations. But since 
over 90% of religious K-12 schools in the United 
States are Christian, school voucher programs are 
hardly neutral among religions.

Before our eyes, freedom of religion is be-
ing redefined as an entitlement of churches to 
government benefits. This violates every test 
the court has previously developed of an Estab-
lishment Clause violation. Government support 
would in the future be provided to any estab-
lished church, coerced by taxation. Reasonable 
observers will see it as an endorsement of reli-
gions receiving subsidies. Benefits are intend-
ed to help the recipients, which is a religious 
purpose when the recipients are churches. Its 
effect will benefit the recipients and entangle the 
government in the funding of religion.

The funding a religion deserves is whatever 
its supporters choose to give it.
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Upcoming Events

Online Freethought Toast-
masters Meeting 1st and 3rd 
Monday of every month from 
6:30–8:00 p.m. 
freethought.toastmastersclubs.
org

Online Minnesota Atheists 
Board Meeting email chair@
mnatheists.org for the meeting link.

Freethinking Females 
Online 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
In Person Last Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m., Swee-
ney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul. 
NOTE: The first is online and the second is in person. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated 
with a females-only event.

Online Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 
10:30 a.m.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

In-person Trivia Night Every Sun-
day from 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
Venn Brewing, 3550 E 46th St 
Suite 140, Minneapolis

M.A.S.H! (MN Atheists Social 
Hour!) Every Wednesday from 5:30–
6:30 p.m.

Online In Depth — Discussion and 
Debate Every 4th Tuesday of the 
month from 3:00–4:00 p.m.

For more events and instructions for 
connecting to online events, visit:

www.meetup.com/MinnesotaAtheists 
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________
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The “Nones” That You Know
Jared Huffman

By Milo Grika
Jared William Huffman (born February 18, 

1964) is an American lawyer and politician serv-
ing as the U.S. representative for California’s 2nd 
congressional district since 2013.

“I suppose you could say I don’t believe in God.”
— Jared Huffman

Cryptogram Answer
And the Son of God died, which is immediately 
credible because it is absurd. And buried he 
rose again, which is certain because it is im-
possible.

Tertullian

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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