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Advertising Atheists
Minnesotans, Shirley and Steve

[Reprinted from ffrf.org]
A billboard featuring a Saint 

Paul couple proudly proclaiming 
“We’re Atheists and We Vote” has 
gone up at East 7th Street near the 
state Capitol building as part of a 
national multimedia secular voter 
campaign launched by the Free-
dom From Religion Foundation in 
this critical election year.

The couple, Steve Petersen and 
Shirley R. Moll, are longtime free-
thought activists who will also be 
featured in a full-page ad, in which 
they’re pictured in front of the state Capitol, running on Sunday, July 3 in 
the Minneapolis Star Tribune.

FFRF points out that the couple are two of 75 million nonreligious 
Americans who want Congress, state legislatures, public officials and 
courts to listen to “secular values voters” by keeping religion out of gov-
ernment and social policy — and that includes on the urgent question of 
abortion rights.

In the newspaper ad, Moll is identified as a “mom, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, Minnesotan and . . . Atheist.” Petersen is identified as 
“a retired letter carrier, student of life, Minnesotan and . . . Atheist.” They 
note: “The ‘Nones’ (those of us unaffiliated with religion) are now 29 per-
cent of the U.S. population. We are the largest ‘denomination’ by religious 
identification!”

The 2020 Census on Religion by PRRI reveals exactly 30 percent iden-
tify as religiously unaffiliated in Hennepin County.

Co-President Annie Laurie Gaylor explains, “FFRF is putting public 
candidates and officials on notice that the nonreligious now represent 
nearly a third of all adult Americans. We are the true ‘values voters’ and 
it’s critical that our secular viewpoint be heard and represented.”

Saying they “trust in reason, science and America’s secular Constitu-
tion,” the couple list a compelling number of secular voter demands: To 
keep religion out of government and social policy, out of public schools, 
and out of bedrooms, personal lives and health care decisions — including 
when or whether to have children, and whom to love or marry. “Use my 

Continued on page 2
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

O g v  w x x j  n k r n  a p  g a n  g v k s o ,  “ O g v s v  a n  p x  F x u .” 

O g v  c a nv  e k p  n k r n  a o  o x  o g v  c x s j u .

— K p x p r e x d n

tax dollars only for evidence-based, not faith-
based, purposes,” they emphasize.

FFRF is running the billboards and newspa-
per ads in time for the July 3-4 weekend in about 
half of the United States, with the rest appearing 
around Sept. 17, Constitution Day.

The campaign is particularly timely coming 
on the heels of the Supreme Court decision to 
overturn Roe v. Wade. Gaylor observes that 98.8 
percent of FFRF’s membership supports Roe, 
which is consistent with a YouGov analysis show-
ing that atheists, at 91 percent overall, are the 
most likely to identify as pro-choice.

Gaylor called the Supreme Court’s ruling 
against abortion rights “an alarming wake up 
call,” and part of the Supreme Court trend to 
privilege religion at the expense of individual 
liberties. “That’s why our secular voices must 
be heard and why it’s essential to keep religious 
dogma out of our laws.”

The Freedom From Religion Foundation 
serves as the largest association of freethink-
ers in North America, with more than 36,000 
members including about 800 in Minnesota, and 
works as a state/church watchdog to safeguard 
the constitutional principle of separation be-
tween state and church.

To learn more, visit: ffrf.org.

And, please, join the � eedom � om Religion Foundation.

ffrf.us/voter    1.800.335.4021
or request a complimentary issue of FFRF’s newspaper Freethought Today, ffrf.us/newspaper

If you agree with us, please 
vote your secular values!

____ RATING
—Charity Navigator
FFRF has been working effectively 
since 1978 as a state/church 
watchdog, serving as the nation’s 
largest freethought association, 
with more than 36,000 members.
FFRF is a 501(c)(3) educational 
nonprofit that educates, 
broadcasts and litigates. FFRF 
maintains a D.C. lobbying presence 
and a team of attorneys who 
end hundreds of state/church 
entanglements every year. Find 
out more about why nonreligious 
Americans are the real values voters 
and embrace a humanistic social 
policy at: ffrf.org/valuesvoter.

FFRF • Twin Cities Ad • PO Box 750 • Madison, WI 53701 • 800.335.4021 • FFRF.org

Name

Address

City / State / ZIP

Phone / Email

Annual Membership Dues

☐ Student $25
☐ Individual $40
☐ Household $50
☐ Gung Ho  $100
☐ Sustaining $250
☐ Sponsoring $500
☐ Life Member $1,000
☐ After Life $5,000
☐ Beyond After Life $10,000

Make checks payable to “FFRF.” Dues & donations are tax-deductible for income-tax purposes.
FFRF protects membership confi dentiality and does not divulge, rent, sell or give away its mailing list.

☐ I would like to become a member (includes 10 issues of Freethought Today newspaper).

☐ I would like to donate to FFRF’s Legal Fund. $ _________________

Shirley R. Moll and Steve Petersen, St. Paul, Minn., secular values voters

Paid Advertisement

Prepared and Paid for by the Freedom From Religion Foundation

We’re secular
and we vote

Shirley is a mom, grandmother and great-grandmother, Minnesotan . . . 
and an Atheist. Steve is a retired letter carrier, student of life, Minnesotan . . .  
and an Atheist.

We’re two of more than 75 million secular Americans who are not religious. 
The “Nones” (those of us unaffiliated with religion) are now 29 percent of the U.S. 
population. We’re the largest “denomination” by religious identification!

As secular voters, we trust in reason, science and America’s secular Constitution.

We want Congress, our state legislature, our public officials and our courts to:

Keep religion out of government and social policy.

Keep religion out of public schools.

Keep religion out of bedrooms, personal lives and health care decisions, including 
when or whether to have children, and whom to love or marry.

Use our tax dollars only for evidence-based, not faith-based, purposes.

Billboard continued from page 1
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News and Notes
The War of Words

By George Francis Kane
What a difference five years 
makes. In 2017, I feared that the 
Court was “lead[ing] us ... to a 
place where separation of church 

and state is a constitutional slogan, not a con-
stitutional commitment.” Today, the Court leads 
us to a place where separation of church and 
state becomes a constitutional violation. If a 
State cannot offer subsidies to its citizens with-
out being required to fund religious exercise, any 
State that values its historic antiestablishment 
interests more than this Court does will have to 
curtail the support it offers to its citizens. With 
growing concern for where this Court will lead 
us next, I respectfully dissent.
With those words Justice Sonia Sotomayor 

concluded her dissent to the decision of Car-
son v. Makin that was released in June. The case 
concerned a school vouch-
er program that is unique 
to Maine. Much of Maine 
is rural, and its population 
so sparse that public high 
schools are not economically feasible in some 
districts. Maine law permits these school districts 
to provide vouchers to students to attend private 
schools. Although the voucher program provides 
for the parents to select the school, the state 
must approve it. A school does not qualify to 
receive a voucher if religious advocacy pervades 
the curriculum. At issue in this case is not the 
mere religious status of the schools, being owned 
and operated by a church, but rather the religious 
content of their curricula.

The plaintiffs, however, want to use state 
money to send their children to Christian schools 
that provide religious instruction. Bangor Chris-
tian School identifies the bible as its “final au-
thority in all matters.” Since the schools provide 
religious instruction, Maine’s nonsectarian 
requirement appears to be insulated against the 
finding in Espinoza v. Montana Department of 
Revenue that the state was demonstrating bias 
against religion by excluding schools because of 
their religious status rather than what they do 

with the state funding they receive. However, 
Justice Roberts wrote in his decision that “the 
prohibition on status-based discrimination under 
the Free Exercise Clause is not a permission to 
engage in use-based discrimination.”

As in Espinoza, the decision completely ig-
nored the right that has always been considered 
central to the Establishment Clause, to be free of 
compulsion by the state’s power of taxation to 
pay for the support of a religion with which one 
disagrees. Based on the Free Exercise Clause, it 
permits no government restrictions, but it has no 
concern at all for the Establishment Clause.

The court might have dismissed the case 
because the two religious schools discriminate 
against homosexuals and non-Christians. They 
claim a religious exemption to Maine’s law 
against discrimination in hiring, and they would 
not agree to give up this exemption as a condi-
tion of receiving the state tuition vouchers. The 
court ruled, however, that government may not 
condition an otherwise generally available ben-
efit on a restriction of the freedom of religious 

exercise. In this case, howev-
er, that prohibition entangles 
Maine in subsidizing bigotry 
that it officially forbids. It 
seems that there is nothing 

that this court recognizes as an Establishment 
Clause violation.

Supreme Court decisions reliably supported a 
robust Establishment Clause twenty years ago. At 
that time, Souter, Breyer, Ginsburg, and Stevens 
were vigorous supporters of the separation of 
Church and State, frequently joined by the swing 
vote, O’Connor. Since O’Connor’s retirement, the 
court has chipped away at the wall of separation 
incrementally, bit-by-bit. Now, since Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg was replaced by Amy Comey Barrett, 
the drip of government support to religion leak-
ing through the wall has become a torrent. We 
can guess steps that the Supreme Court will take 
in future cases. Once the state is paying vouchers 
to religious schools in districts where there is no 
public school, parents of students in other school 
districts will complain that they are excluded 
from the voucher program. Soon, the state will be 
required to pay the tuition of all students in reli-
gious schools. This will break the bank for public 
schools.

Supreme Court decisions reliably 
supported a robust Establishment 
Clause twenty years ago.
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Religion and Medicine
Day of Reason Presentation

By August Berkshire
[The following essay was pre-

sented at the Day of Reason rally, 
hosted by Minnesota Atheists in 
the State Capitol rotunda on May 
5, 2022.]

Religion and medicine have always had an 
odd relationship. If you believe an all-powerful 
god created and rules over the universe, then 
how can this god not be blamed for disease? 
You can’t pawn it off on a devil, if you created 
that devil in the first place and then allow him 
to operate. And even in the minority of cases, 
where you might say that humans have brought 
disease upon themselves, such as getting 
lung cancer from smoking, who made us 
able to get that disease in the first place? 
And if disease is the will of a god — as 
it surely must be, if an all-powerful god 
exists — then aren’t we violating that will 
when we try to cure disease?

In 1847 in Scotland, when anesthesia 
was first introduced to lessen the pain of 
childbirth, the Scottish Calvinist church 
declared it a “Satanic invention” intend-
ed to frustrate the Lord’s design, because 
the Bible says that God commanded that 
women give birth in pain.1, 2

This week we have seen another attack by 
religious people on women. [The leaked US 
Supreme Court ruling overturning Roe v. Wade.] 
Our president, Stephanie Zvan, will have more 
to say on that shortly.

But these hypocrisies and contradictions 
escape the minds of the typical religious believ-
er. And so, many of them continue to pray for 
healing or for protection to a god who created 
disease in the first place. But does this prayer 
work?

In 2006, a study was published detailing how 
six hospitals had joined together to investigate 
the power that prayer might have in lowering 
the after-surgery complication rates of 1,802 
patients who had coronary bypass surgery. The 
prayers were administered secretly by selected 

groups of prayer-givers.
These 1,802 patients were divided into three, 

roughly equal groups: The first two groups of 
patients were told that they might or might 
not have people praying for them. One of these 
groups did secretly receive prayers and the oth-
er group — the control group — did not receive 
prayers. The results were that the post-surgery 
complication rates for these two groups were 
the same. Prayer made no difference.

But let’s not forget the third group of pa-
tients: they were told that they definitely would 
receive prayers and, in fact, they did receive 
them. Their outcomes were actually worse than 
the other two groups. This was attributed to the 
fact that they probably had more stress and anx-
iety, imagining that they must be especially bad 
off if people needed to pray for them. 

The study concluded that “Intercessory 
prayer itself had no effect on complication-free 
recovery from [coronary artery bypass graft 
surgery], but certainty of receiving intercessory 
prayer was associated with a higher incidence of 
complications.”3

From this we can conclude that if you want 
to pray for someone then you are wasting your 
time. But if you do pray for them anyway, by all 
means don’t tell them!

An article published in June 2021 in the 
“Journal of Religion and Health” stated: “Infec-
tious diseases often take root in closed religious 
communities… Distrust of the government, sci-
ence, and modern medicine renders groups like 
the Amish vulnerable to communicable disease 
outbreaks.”

The article continued: “measles, a disease 
once thought eradicated, ripped through Ul-
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Treasury Report
February–May, 2022

By Chris Matthews 

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $400 Art Kallenbach
 $200 Ross Meisner
 $90 Ben Zvan
 $50 Michelle Tjernagel
 $40 Geraldine Jensen
 $25 Andrew Alt
 $150 Cash / 5th Sunday
 $120 YourCause
 $99 AmazonSmile
 $35 PayPal Giving Fund
 $7 Benevity Community Impact Fund
 $1,216 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $100 Tom Bauch
 $100 Susan & Tom Gilbertson
 $100 Erik Englebretson
 $300 Subtotal

 $1,516 Total Donations

Expenses
 $2,237 IT
 $1,105 Newsletters
 $811 Meetings and Venues
 $352 Pride Festival
 $506 Misc
 $5,011 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $146,476

tra-Orthodox Jewish and Old Order Amish com-
munities in the past decade.”

And: “Their lower rates of routine and pre-
ventative health care use, reliance on natural 
remedies, and emphasis on face-to-face col-
lective rituals, which involves crowding into a 
member’s home for religious services, have con-
tributed to measles, polio, and rubella outbreaks 
in Amish communities.”4

We know that death rates from Covid-19 
tended to be higher in counties and states that 
supported Donald Trump over Joe Biden for 
president. We also know that non-Black reli-
gious people overwhelmingly supported Donald 
Trump.5, 6

During the Covid-19 lockdowns, many con-
servative churches defiantly remained open — 
and consequently became centers for Covid-19 
outbreaks, which killed some of their parishio-
ners.

With regard to Covid-19 vaccination and 
religion, surveys have shown that one of the 
lowest vaccinated groups in America is white 
Evangelical Christians, and one of the highest 
vaccinated groups is atheists.7

In conclusion, if you want to increase your 
odds of living a long, healthy life, then you 
probably haven’t got a prayer.

References:
1. https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/27378711
2. https://creation.com/simpson-child-

birth-anesthesia
3. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/arti-

cle/abs/pii/S0002870305006496
4. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/

s10943-021-01307-5
5. https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/

s10943-021-01307-5 
https://www.usnews.com/news/health-
news/articles/2022-02-03/counties-that-
voted-for-trump-have-higher-covid-death-
rates

6. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2021/08/30/most-white-americans-
who-regularly-attend-worship-services-vot-
ed-for-trump-in-2020

7. https://religionnews.com/2021/03/05/black-
protestants-arent-least-likely-to-get-a-vac-
cine-white-evangelicals-are
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Upcoming Events

Hybrid Freethought Toast-
masters Meeting 1st and 3rd 
Monday of every month from 
6:30–8:00 p.m. 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 
1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. 
freethought.toastmastersclubs.
org.

Online Minnesota Atheists 
Board Meeting email chair@mnatheists.org for the meeting 
link.

Freethinking Females 
Online 2nd Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. 
In Person Last Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m., Swee-
ney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul. 
NOTE: The first is online and the second is in person. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated 
with a females-only event.

Online Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 
10:30 a.m.

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, 
Minneapolis.

In-person Trivia Night Every Sun-
day from 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
Venn Brewing, 3550 E 46th St 
Suite 140, Minneapolis

Online M.A.S.H! (MN Atheists 
Social Hour!) Every Wednesday from 
5:30–6:30 p.m. 
RSVP in Meetup and a Zoom link 
appears in the announcement.

Online In Depth — Discussion and 
Debate Every 4th Tuesday of the 
month from 3:00–4:00 p.m.

For more events and instructions for connecting to 
online events, visit:

www.meetup.com/MinnesotaAtheists 
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Kevin Bacon

By Milo Grika
Kevin Norwood Bacon (born July 8, 1958) is 

an American actor. His films include the musi-
cal-drama film Footloose (1984), the controversial 
historical conspiracy legal thriller JFK (1991), the 
legal drama A Few Good Men (1992), the histori-
cal docudrama Apollo 13 (1995), and the mystery 
drama Mystic River (2003).

“I think there is a puritanical wind that is blow-
ing. I have never seen such a lack of separation 
between church and state in America, I don’t 
believe in God, but if I did I would say that sex 
is a Godgiven right. Otherwise it’s the end of our 
species.”
—Kevin Bacon

Cryptogram Answer
The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
The wise man says it to the world.

—Anonymous

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Stephanie Zvan 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Michelle Morlan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Heather Hegi 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Mike Trombley 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Alyssa Ehni 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Hertzey Hertz 
dir1@mnatheists.org

August Berkehire  
dir2@mnatheists.org

Ben Blanchard 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 191 
Life members: 50 
Meetup members: 
3,554
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD

The Minnesota Atheist — July/August 2022
Published by Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112
612.588.7031
info@mnatheists.org
Copyright 2022 by Minnesota Atheists.
All rights reserved.

Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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