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The “Dying Out Loud” tour, an in person talk by 
Dave Warnock
November Public Meeting

Dave Warnock is bringing his “Dying Out Loud” tour 
to the Twin Cities! Join us in person to hear him 
speak, and even get a signed copy of his memoir, 
“Childish Things.” We will provide a hybrid option to 
attend as well.

Dave Warnock was caught up in the Jesus movement 
of the 70s and lived the bulk of his life as a Charis-
matic Evangelical, serving as a pastor on three dif-
ferent church staffs.

Following several years of internal struggle, Dave 
came to the conclusion in 2011 that he no longer believed in a personal 
God. In 2019 he was diagnosed with ALS (Lou Gehrig’s disease), a progres-
sive neurodegenerative disease with an average 3–5 year life expectancy.

Dave is spending the days he has left speaking out about the dangers and 
harm of fundamental religions, with a focus on Evangelical Christianity. 
He also seeks to provide a safe haven to those questioning their faith, 
recovering from religious trauma or navigating life’s tribulations as he 
shares his own perspective as a former ex-evangelical, but now an atheist, 
facing a terminal diagnosis.

You may arrive early for an informal 
business meeting and socializing before 
the presentation. The presentation will 
start at 2 PM.

Sunday, November 20, 2020
1:00–1:15 PM: Social
1:15–1:45 PM: Business Meeting
1:45–2:00 PM: Break, Presenter 

Set-Up, Social Time
2:00–3:30 PM: Program

Wentworth Library
199 Wentworth Ave E
West St Paul, MN 55118
—OR—
Virtually at https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/99846973161?pwd=U0dKZD-
lUQXFGUy9uQUpKYjFzdHYxdz09
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

S v  s h  h wa o x b  z c ay dw x  v j  h j w x h  v j  y c p o  s v  c 

z o a o h b  v j  q o x s o f o  k z c v  s h  e a j f o t .

— M c x s x o j  M c x s x o s ,  “ V z o  C w v z j a s v b  j d  H ra s e v wa o 

s i  E z s x j h j e z s r c x  R j i va j f o a h s o h ”

Christianity’s Pharisees Rule The 
Court and The Womb
Lee Salisbury, Axis of Logic

In a 1968 symposium sponsored by the Chris-
tian Medical Society and the flagship magazine 
of evangelicals, Christianity Today, evangelicals 
refused to characterize abortion as sinful, citing 
“individual health, family welfare, and social 
responsibility” as justification for ending a preg-
nancy.

In 1971, delegates to the Southern Baptist 
Convention in St. Louis, Missouri, passed a reso-
lution encouraging “Southern Baptists to work for 
legislation that will allow the possibility of abor-
tion under such conditions as rape, incest, clear 
evidence of severe fetal deformity, and carefully 
ascertained evidence of the likelihood of damage 
to the emotional, mental, and physical health of 
the mother.” The convention reaffirmed their be-
lief in 1974, one year after Roe, and again in 1976.

In 1973, Wallie Amos “W.A” Criswell, Presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Convention 1968 
to 1970, said: “I have always felt that it was only 
after a child was born and had a life separate from 

its mother that it became an individual person, 
and it has always, therefore, seemed to me that 
what is best for the mother and for the future 
should be allowed.”  

What changed the Evangelical bible-based 
position of love, grace, mercy and tolerance? The 
immutable bible didn’t change, but evangelicals 
did! Evangelicals who formerly condemned he-
retical Catholicism suddenly joined ranks with 
the Roman Catholic fabricated “Personhood” 
dogma that “life begins at conception” embrac-
ing the politically saleable “Pro-Life” label. Bi-
ble-based theology be damned, political power 
prevailed! 

Evangelicals knew neither Jesus nor His apos-
tles Peter, John, James, or Paul ever once spoke 
about, let alone condemned, abortion! Abortion 
was a non-issue. The Baptist God was omnip-
otent. Possibly the aborted fetus/embryo soul 
returned to God. If “all things are possible with 
God” who is to say aborted souls do not return to 
God? Since the bible never once called abortion a 
sin, the Baptists were on a solid biblical founda-
tion.  

Popular opinion and potential for political 

Continued on page 4
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News and Notes
Supremely Awful Opinion

By George Francis Kane
Within a month of writing 

the decision ending the national 
right to abortion, Justice Sam-
uel Alito expounded his views 

on religious freedom at Notre Dame University’s 
Religious Liberty Summit in Rome. For everyone 
who values the separation of state and church, his 
speech was both menacing and astonishing.

Alito began with the claim that more Chris-
tians are killed because of their religion now than 
in the worst days of the Roman Empire. That is a 
common trope of Christian persecution. He went 
on to claim that the threat to religion in North 
America and Europe is “different” — not “in no 
way comparable,” just “different.” The threat in 
the developed Western nations not just to Chris-
tianity, but to all religions, he asserted, is that 
their populations no longer accept that religious 
convictions are deserving of special protection in 
law. He attributed this to 
the decline in religious 
belief in developed na-
tions.

Alito finds some solace in the widespread pro-
tection of religious exercise in the constitutions 
of many nations. Even when in the constitution, 
he demurred, this protection is only “positive 
law.” That is, it is enacted by the proper authority 
of government. If religious liberty is only positive 
law, it will be interpreted, it can be changed, and 
any judge so disposed will not find it difficult to 
shrink it to mere “freedom of worship.” So what 
does Alito want for religious liberty, that is more 
secure than being enacted by the defined process-
es of government? That religious liberty must ex-
ist in “natural law,” and be immutable to change. 
That will be true if it is an “unalienable right” 
endowed by the “Creator;” or demonstrable by 
pure reason; or deeply rooted in human nature.

The arguments Alito puts forth fall far short 
of these criteria, however. He asserts first that 
religious liberty “promotes domestic tranquility.” 
He does not comment, however, that this court 
has created privileges in law for religion that are 
not available to the non-religious, compelled tax-

payers to support the teaching of religions with 
which they disagree, and exempted religions from 
anti-discrimination laws. These divisive policies 
do not promote domestic tranquility.

Next, he points out that churches do charita-
ble work. It is an open question whether religious 
people are more charitable than the non-reli-
gious, as studies that have claimed this are based 
on money that is donated to the churches them-
selves. Of course the only people who willingly 
donate to keep their church operating are the 
members of that church, but that does not neces-
sarily help the community or society as a whole. 
Also, charitable generosity is harmful when it is 
used to justify government ignoring its responsi-
bility to promote the general welfare.

Third, Alito pointed to the church’s role in 
promoting social reform, citing the work of Dr. 
Martin Luther King. It is obvious, however, that 
the ethical influence of religion on society is 
overwhelmingly prurient and regressive, rather 
than widening the scope of human rights and 
liberties.

Finally, Alito fauns over the role of Pope John 
Paul II in the fall of com-
munism, a celebration 
that is biased both politi-
cally and religiously.

Alito’s bottom line is that religious liberty 
deserves greater protection than other rights, but 
he recognizes no distinction between religious 
rights and religious privilege. He views religion as 
a positive good, that government should not just 
protect, but promote.

Thomas Jefferson famously wrote that the 
religion clauses of the First Amendment create 
a “wall of separation between church and state.” 
For two centuries, these clauses have been re-
garded as complementary restrictions on govern-
ment to prevent it from imposing on the people 
with the force of law any religion or dogma. Alito 
and the others in the Supreme Court majority 
have reduced the Establishment Clause to in-
significance, while elevating the Free Exercise 
Clause to an entitlement to government financial 
support of churches, and to a privilege to shield 
religions from recognizing anti-discrimination 
laws. Yet religion must have expanded protection, 
Alito asserts, specifically because growing num-
bers no longer have any faith in it.

[Alito] recognizes no distinction between 
religious rights and religious privilege.
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power changes minds. From a Christian per-
spective, at Jesus’ trial, it was the demands of 
the crowd that demanded Jesus’ crucifixion. The 
bible-believing Pharisees turned Jesus over to 
Pilate. What accusation are today’s Christian fun-
damentalists promoting? “Abortion is murder!” 
Pretty clever! With a Roman Catholic Supreme 
Court overturning Roe, do the Pharisees get to 
impose their theologically fabricated dogma on 
all people regardless of their religion? Forget the 
1st Amendment. Now, under the guise of saving 
babys’ lives, state and church are one!

Pro-Lifers proclaim “life begins at concep-
tion.” Does “embryonic” life equate to “human” 
life? Contact any life insurance company and tell 
them you want to buy a $100,000 life insurance 
policy on your yet-to-be-born human baby. The 
first thing they’ll ask is “what is the baby’s date of 
birth?” You’ll answer the baby hasn’t been born 
yet. The Insurance Company will tell you “Sorry, 
we’d love to sell you that policy, but we only in-
sure human beings.” In real life, embryos are not 
humans.

When did Adam become a human? “And the 
Lord God formed man out of the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life and man became a living being.” (Genesis 
2:6) Adam became a living being when he could 
breathe. Breathing is prerequisite to becoming a 
human being.   

It is estimated that some 30% to 40% of con-
ceptions end in a stillbirth or miscarriage. Ac-
cording to the bible, God designed woman’s body. 
A miscarriage is an abortion. Abortion is normal. 
God is Pro-abortion! But predictably, our Pharisee 
minded Christians ignore that fact.  

Pro-Life states prohibit a woman’s choice, 
criminalize abortion and require a pregnant 
woman to give birth. Isn’t it amazing allegedly 
“individual responsibility-minded” Republicans 
make such demands without demanding any 
responsibility or recompense by the responsible 
male? Pro-Lifers provide no provision for the 
mother and child’s health, nutrition, housing, or 
the child’s education. If the state demands the 
birth of the child, a genuinely Pro-Life position 
ought to at least post a $300,000 bond. The preg-
nant woman’s life is in jeopardy, but the insem-
inator male walks away scot-free. Now we have 

the essence of Catholic/Trump-styled religiosity. 
Among the 34 OECD advanced nations the 

USA has the second highest infant (age zero - 
one) mortality rate, the second highest child (age 
one–five) mortality rate, and the highest ma-
ternal mortality rate. Why does the U.S. rank so 
poorly among all nations? In addition to the fact 
that we do not have “Medicare For All,” we have 
a religion-dominated populace that obstructs at 
every turn organizations such as Planned Parent-
hood that provide women’s reproductive health-
care.    

Do Americans consider abortion moral? Ac-
cording to Pew Research, after more than four 
decades since Roe v. Wade passed in 1973, 61% of 
Americans support a woman’s right to abortion 
and even 48% of Roman Catholics support abor-
tion rights. 

How about Europe? Sweden, Denmark, Fin-
land, Belgium, Netherlands, France, Norway, 
United Kingdom, Austria, Germany, Switzerland, 
Spain, Ireland, Italy, and Portugal are all Pro-
Choice. Further, Israel and Canada not only con-
sider abortion a woman’s right but subsidize the 
cost. Why the difference?  

So what is the Republican plan to “Make 
America Great Again”? Is it the principles of the 
“Enlightenment” that inspired our Founding 
Fathers with separation of church and state? No, 
Republicans follow the dictates of their funda-
mentalist base which seeks to make America a 
theocracy, by merging church and state, taking us 
back to the Christian “Dark Ages.” 

But there is a deeper reason for the Catho-
lic-inspired Pro-Life movement: Domination of 
males over females.  

Consider the revered Roman Catholic patri-
arch Thomas Aquinas (1225–1274): “Every wom-
an is birth defective, an imperfect male, begotten 
because her father was ill, weakened or in a state 
of sin when she was conceived.”

Or how about Protestantism’s revered theo-
logian Martin Luther (1483–1546) “If a woman 
grows weary and at last dies, it matters not. Let 
her die from bearing, she is there to do it.” For 
Christian fundamentalists, women are mere incu-
bators.  

Pro-Life operates under the guise of concern 
for children’s lives, when in fact Pro-Life is really 
about dominion over women, a foundational doc-

Pharisees continued from page 2
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Treasury Report
June–September, 2022

By Chris Matthews 

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $200 George Kane
 $200 Ross Meisner
 $150 August Berkshire
 $100 Dean Borghorst
 $80 Ben Zvan
 $80 Michelle Tjernagel
 $25 Cash / 5th Sunday
 $60 AmazonSmile
 $83 PayPal Giving Fund
 $3 Benevity Community Impact Fund
 $981 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $100 Dean Borghorst
 $100 Subtotal

Atheists Talk (Radio Fund) Donations
 $100 Kenneth Holmbeck
 $100 Subtotal

 $1,181 Total Donations

Expenses
 $108 IT
 $516 Newsletters
 $250 Pride Festival
 $380 Misc
 $1,254 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $146,856

trine promoted throughout the Bible. 

“Women should remain silent in the churches. 
They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the law says.” (1 Corinthians 
14:34)

“Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as 
is fitting in the Lord.” (Colossians 3:18)
 
“Wives, submit yourselves to your own hus-
bands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is 
the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the 
church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now 
as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 
should submit to their husbands in everything.” 
(Ephesians 5:22-24)
 
“For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And 
Adam was not the one deceived; it was the wom-
an who was deceived and became a sinner. But 
women will be saved through childbearing—if 
they continue in faith, love and holiness with 
propriety.” (1 Timothy 2: 12-15)
 
“A man ought not to cover his head, since he is 
the image and glory of God; but woman is the 
glory of man. For man did not come from wom-
an, but woman from man; neither was man 
created for woman, but woman for man.” (1 
Corinthians 11:7-10)

What could be more clear? The ages-old male 
superiority dogma is foundational to the Catholic 
Church. The Evangelicals have bought in hook 
line and sinker. Our corrupt Supreme Court are 
their tools. Eliminating Roe v. Wade makes abor-
tion a crime. According to Clarence Thomas next 
will be criminalizing marriage equality and wom-
en’s use of contraceptives.   

Final thought:
“If men could get pregnant, abortion would be 

a sacrament.” —Author unknown.

Lee Salisbury, formerly an evangelical 
pastor and Christian Conference speaker in 
the USA, Europe, and Africa 1972–1986. Lee is 
co-founder of the Critical Thinking Clubs of 
Minnesota, Inc., 2000–present.
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Save the Date: Winter Solstice Dinner Party
Saturday, December 17, 2022 at 6 PM
Gabe’s Bar & Kitchen, 991 Lexington Pkwy N, St Paul MN
Watch our website for ticket sales to open.

Upcoming Events

Hybrid Freethought Toast-
masters Meeting 1st and 3rd 
Monday of every month from 
6:30–8 PM 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 
1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. 
freethought.toastmastersclubs.
org.

Online Minnesota Atheists 
Board Meeting email chair@mnatheists.org for the meeting link.

Freethinking Females 
Online 2nd Monday of every month at 7 PM 
In Person Last Monday of every month at 5:30 PM, Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. Paul. 
NOTE: The first is online and the second is in person. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Online Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 AM

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday 
of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, 
Minneapolis.

In-person Trivia Night Every Sun-
day from 5:30–8 PM 
Venn Brewing, 3550 E 46th St 
Suite 140, Minneapolis

Online M.A.S.H! (MN Atheists 
Social Hour!) Every Wednesday from 
5:30–6:30 PM 
RSVP in Meetup and a Zoom link 
appears in the announcement.

Online In Depth — Discussion and Debate Every 
4th Tuesday of the month from 3–4 PM

For more events and instructions for connecting to 
online events, visit:

www.meetup.com/MinnesotaAtheists 
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
James Hyneman

By Milo Grika
James Franklin Hyneman (born September 25, 

1956) is an American special effects expert who 
is best known as the co-host of the television 
series MythBusters alongside Adam Savage.

“I am not aware of any scientology HQ nearby. 
Atheism or Agnosticism or whatever move-
ment doesn’t affect me at all. I don’t believe in 
anything. There are only probabilities, and the 
probability of a diety or some shit is pretty fuck-
ing low IMHO.”
— Jamie Hyneman

Cryptogram Answer
It is surely harmful to souls to make it a heresy 
to believe what is proved.

—Galileo Galilei, “The Authority of Scripture in 
Philosophical Controversies”

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Stephanie Zvan 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Michelle Morlan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Heather Hegi 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Mike Trombley 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Alyssa Ehni 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Hertzey Hertz 
dir1@mnatheists.org

August Berkehire  
dir2@mnatheists.org

Ben Blanchard 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 191 
Life members: 50 
Meetup members: 
3,852
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD
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Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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