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26 Reasons God-Belief is Dying
January Public Meeting

August Berkshire
Polls and surveys have shown that religion is losing its 
grip in most societies, especially among young people. 
How and why are people losing their faith? Our speaker, 
August Berkshire, will document the decline of religion 
and present twenty-six reasons that god-belief is dying 
and how the efforts of atheists are succeeding.

August Berkshire has been active in the atheist movement since 1984. He 
is a past president and current director-at-large of Minnesota Atheists. He 
is the author of numerous pamphlets and is the owner of the ATHEIST car 
license plate for Minnesota. He is proud to be listed in the reference book 
Who’s Who in Hell.

Sunday, January 15, 2023
1:00–1:15 PM: Social
1:15–1:45 PM: Business Meeting
1:45–2:00 PM: Break, Presenter 

Set-Up, Social Time
2:00–3:30 PM: Program

Online: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/99846973161?pwd=U0dKZDlUQX-
FGUy9uQUpKYjFzdHYxdz09

Or call in:
+13126266799,,99846973161#,,,,*4
87362#
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

L s q r a s f h ck  h c  q e y  e m u b q e y ch c  q e s q  q e y  l s q r a s f 

o b a f x  h c  s  p f b cy x  c m c q y k ,  o e h p e  ky s l c  q e s q  l b q e h l j 

q e s q  h c  l b q  s  u s a q  b i  q e y  l s q r a s f  o b a f x  s i i y p q c 

h q .  Q e rc ,  l s q r a s f h ck  h k u f hy c  q e s q  q e yay  s ay  l b 

c r u ya l s q r a s f  y l q h q hy c — h l p f r x h l j  J b x .

U s r f  X a s u ya

Board Nominations

Minnesota Atheists holds elections for the 
Board of Directors every year. The board of direc-
tors consists of:
• President
• Associate president
• Chair
• Associate chair
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Three directors-at-large

All positions are up for election. If you are 
interested or would like to know more about a 
board position, please contact Heather at chair@
mnatheists.org or any other board member.

Nominations will open and close on January 

15 during the Business Meeting starting at 1:15 
PM. Candidates need to be nominated by anoth-
er dues paying member while nominations are 
open. The nominee does not need to be present 
to be nominated. To be eligible for office, the 
nominee must have been a dues paying member 
for at least one year prior to the date of assum-
ing office. Director-at-large nominees must have 
been a member for six months prior instead of 
one year. If you’re interested in being on the 
board but do not meet these qualifications, con-
sider getting your dues in now so you may qualify 
next year!

The elections will take place on February 19th 
during the February Business Meeting starting at 
1:15 PM. This will also be a Zoom meeting. The 
new board will take office on March 1, 2023.
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News and Notes
Supremely Awful Opinion

By George Francis Kane
On December 13, President 

Biden signed into law the Re-
spect for Marriage Act, which 
requires states to recognize 

same-sex and interracial marriages performed 
in other states. Those marriages were already 
protected by the Supreme Court, which had 
overturned state laws denying recognition of in-
terracial marriages (Loving v. Virginia, 1967) and 
same-sex marriages (Obergefell v. Hodges, 2015.) 
The new law was motivated by fear that the 
Dobbs decision overturning the right to abortion 
portends that the Supreme Court is on a project 
to overturn every civil right justified by a “right 
to privacy” because that is not mentioned in the 
Constitution.

The Women’s Health Protection Act of 2021, 
which would have restored a national right 
to abortion, did not have the same success. It 
passed in the House but failed on a 46 to 48 clo-
ture vote to reach the Senate floor.

Throughout the second half of the 20th Cen-
tury, the Supreme Court had been a stalwart 
guardian of civil rights and separation of church 
and state. Now that the Court has flipped on 
these issues, these battles will move into Con-
gress. The decisions with which the Court has 
reversed precedents have been politically un-
popular. A poll taken after the Dobbs decision 
showed that 61% disapproved, while a Gallup 
poll put the Court’s approval rating at an all-time 
low 40%. There is activity in Congress to replace 
these decisions with statutory national law, but 
that is difficult because of intense political divi-
sion. Also, the national electorate loves divided 
government and regularly alternating the party 
of successive administrations. Significant legisla-
tive successes will be arduous and likely fleeting.

Most of the decisions at issue, by vacating 
precedent, increase the scope of state legislative 
authority. Dobbs permits states to outlaw abor-
tion. In separation of state and church issues, 
however, Court decisions have imposed man-
dates on government to ignore the Establishment 
Clause and to assist churches, by reading sweep-

ing privileges into the Free Exercise Clause. That 
is, that if government creates any program that 
provides any benefits, those benefits may not 
be denied to any church because of its religious 
nature; and if those benefits are contingent on 
any requirements, the churches must be ex-
empted from those requirements if they conflict 
with their religious beliefs. The Supreme Court 
is redefining the religion clauses of the First 
Amendment into an obligation for government 
to provide religion with financial support, and 
to exemptions to non-discrimination laws. Laws 
that defy these rulings will be challenged by con-
servatives and will be overturned by the court as 
currently constituted.

But the authority of the court to decide which 
laws violate the Constitution is not established 
in the Constitution itself. It provided that Jus-
tices be appointed for life to insulate them from 
political influence, but the current court has been 
constructed over decades to attain a reactionary 
majority. It should not have exclusive authority 
to interpret the Constitution. As Thomas Jeffer-
son wrote, in an 1820 letter to William Jarvis:

You seem ... to consider the judges as the ulti-
mate arbiters of all constitutional questions; a 
very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one which 
would place us under the despotism of an oli-
garchy. Our judges are as honest as other men, 
and not more so. They have, with others, the 
same passions for party, for power, and the 
privilege of their corps. ... Their power [is] the 
more dangerous as they are in office for life, 
and not responsible, as the other functionaries 
are, to the elective control. The Constitution has 
erected no such single tribunal, knowing that to 
whatever hands confided, with the corruptions 
of time and party, its members would become 
despots. It has more wisely made all the depart-
ments co-equal and co-sovereign within them-
selves.

Article III Section 2 gives the Supreme Court 
“Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such 
Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the 
Congress shall make.” Congress should assert 
this authority to undermine the unpopular, polit-
ically driven, counter-to-precedent decisions by, 
when necessary, instructing the Court how the 
Constitution must be interpreted.
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Letters That The Star Tribune Did Not Publish
By George Francis Kane

On December 6 the Star Tribune reprinted a Ross Douthat commentary opposing legal physi-
cian-assisted dying for people with a terminal illness. I sent it out to a small working group that is 
writing letters-to-the-editor to promote the secularist view on current issues. Steve Petersen and I 
submitted letters that the Star Tribune chose not to publish. We are grateful to Erica Klein and Ross 
Meisner for their help.

I subscribe to the NY Times, but I never read Ross Douthat’s columns. I find all of them odious. 
The Star Tribune picked up one that is opposed to medical assistance in dying. I would quote Douthat 
to illustrate his insensitivity but would end up copying his entire article. Douthat is completely 
oblivious of the cruelty of his position. He does, at the end, acknowledge that he is trying to impose 
a religious argument — another example of religion vilifying personal agency in the most private and 
personal issues.

Here are the letters.

In Reading Ross Douthat’s commentary on medical assistance in dying I was thinking. Compas-
sion in dying is about enabling the individual to control their end-of-life process and decisions with 
minimal interference for government and freeing the individual from intrusive religious views the 
person may not agree with and does not want imposed on them by the government.

The state, by allowing physician assisted dying allows the individual when they are healthy to 
make end-of-life decisions in advance of a possible terminal condition to decide how their last days 
of life will be lived. It is done by the person not the state and is an empowerment of personal freedom 
to be able to die with as much dignity as possible.

Douthat sensationalizes and misrepresents the state’s role in this process by insinuating some-
thing sinister is being done to prematurely end people’s lives. That is wrong and is an injustice to 
those of us who support physician aid in dying. This is about physicians caring for their patients in a 
manner directed by the patient as stated in their healthcare directive. If an individual wants to live as 
long as possible regardless of pain and suffering it protects that decision. If a person wants religious 
involvement or religious persons involved in their end-of-life directives they can write that in also, 
but those of us who want no religious constraints have the equal right to include that in our direc-
tive.

Physician aid-in-dying is about compassion for the person in a terminal condition.
Steve Petersen

Ross Douthat portrays the argument over medical assistance in dying as a clear-cut case of evil 
vs. good (“Suicide vs. civilization in Canada,” December 6). He portrays terminating one’s life when 
confronting unbearable suffering and degradation as a “barbaric system,” opposed by the “rules of 
civilization.” I think, rather, that his indifference to the suffering of the terminally ill reveals a moral 
blind spot.

To end one’s own life is the most personal decision one can make. Devotion to religious dogma 
requires, however, canceling individual responsibility to replace it with God’s presumed command. 
Douthat’s argument hangs on the hidden premise of the sanctity of human life. That is the only way 
to justify imposing on those who do not believe in that doctrine a ban on medical assistance in dying.

But in a nation that respects religious freedom, laws must have a secular purpose. We can only 
determine if a secular purpose exists by demanding to hear the state interest promoted by the ban. 
When we ascertain how the Douthats of America believe the quality of life in the nation is promoted 
by denying the dying release from their suffering we will learn if their concept of the value of human 
life can be demystified.

George Francis Kane
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Treasury Report
October, 2022

By Chris Matthews 

General/Visibility Fund Donations
 $200 George Kane
 $50 Ross Meisner
 $30 Ben Zvan
 $30 Michelle Tjernagel
 $1 PayPal Giving Fund
 $311 Subtotal

Building Fund Donations
 $0 Subtotal

Atheists Talk (Radio Fund) Donations
 $0 Subtotal

 $311 Total Donations

Expenses
 $69 Postage
 $45 IT
 $65 Misc
 $179 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund
 $146,856

Opinion
Democrats Ignore the Johnson Amendment 
in Pursuit of Black Voters

By George Francis Kane
Donald Trump knew that conservative Chris-

tians were his core constituency, and so was 
always eager to promote their political power. In 
particular, he declared his determination to end 
the so-called Johnson Amendment, the provision 
in the tax code that prohibits churches and other 
non-profit organizations to endorse or oppose 
candidates for office. Trump proclaimed on the 
National Day of Prayer in 2017 that he had re-
pealed the Johnson Amendment with an execu-
tive order — apparently unaware that repealing a 
law requires an act of Congress.

The Gubernatorial campaign in Virginia of 
Democrat Terry McAuliffe shows that Republi-
cans are not the only political party that utilizes 
churches. The political activities of several Virgin-
ia area churches in support of McAuliffe should 
be investigated by the IRS, potentially leading 
to the revocation of their tax-exempt status. On 
Sunday, October 17, party activist Stacey Abrams 
addressed Norfolk churchgoers at Second Calvary 
Baptist Church and Faith Deliverance Christian 
Center, urging them to vote for McAuliffe.

McAuliffe meanwhile campaigned at other 
congregations. Later, Vice President Kamala Har-
ris appeared in a campaign ad that was broadcast 
to over 300 black churches across Virginia, urging 
congregants to support McAuliffe.

The IRS has not enforced the Johnson Amend-
ment since 2009, when a federal court in Minne-
sota ruled that an IRS official who had authorized 
a church audit was not of sufficient rank. Since a 
restructuring in 1998, the IRS has not designat-
ed officials who could institute audits under the 
Church Audit Procedures Act of 1984. Not only do 
churches ignore this law, but many openly defy it, 
daring the IRS to provide them the opportunity to 
challenge the Johnson Amendment in court. The 
Biden Administration can fix this by clarifying 
what level of approval is needed to enforce the 
Johnson Act and staffing that position. If the pres-
ident is truly committed to the separation of state 
and church, he should order this immediately.



6 The Minnesota Atheist

Upcoming Events

Hybrid Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8 PM 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. 
freethought.toastmastersclubs.org.

Online Minnesota Atheists 
Board Meeting email chair@
mnatheists.org for the meeting 
link.

Freethinking Females 
Online 2nd Monday of every 
month at 7 PM 
In Person Last Monday of every 
month at 5:30 PM, Sweeney’s 
Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. 
Paul. 
NOTE: The first is online and 
the second is in person. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

Online Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 AM

Bowling for Deities Last Saturday of every month at noon, 
Memory Lanes, 2520 26th Ave S, Minneapolis.

In-person Trivia Night Every Sunday from 5:30–8 PM 
Venn Brewing, 3550 E 46th St 
Suite 140, Minneapolis

Online M.A.S.H! (MN Atheists 
Social Hour!) Every Wednesday from 
5:30–6:30 PM 
RSVP in Meetup and a Zoom link 
appears in the announcement.

Online In Depth — Discussion and 
Debate Every 4th Tuesday of the 
month from 3–4 PM

For more events and instructions for 
connecting to online events, visit:

www.meetup.com/MinnesotaAthe-
ists 
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

 F One-year student membership $10
 F One-year individual membership $35
 F Three-year individual membership $90
 F One-year household membership $45
 F Three-year household membership $115
 F One-year sustaining membership $75
 F Three-year sustaining membership $200
 F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund $ ____________

Building Fund $ ____________

Radio Fund $ ____________

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.
Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. All other memberships 
include a subscription to the printed version 
delivered by postal mail. If you would prefer the 
PDF version delivered by email, please check the 
box and provide your email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________________

 F Just email newsletter Email address ________________________________________________________________
 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Steven Soderbergh

By Milo Grika
Steven Andrew Soderbergh (born January 

14, 1963) is an American film director, producer, 
screenwriter, cinematographer and editor. Best 
known for his directorial-breakthrough indie dra-
ma Sex, Lies, and Videotape (1989), the biopic Erin 
Brockovich (2000), and the Ocean’s trilogy and 
film franchise.

“I’m a hardcore atheist.”
— Steven Soderbergh

Cryptogram Answer
Naturalism is the hypothesis that the natural 
world is a closed system, which means that 
nothing that is not a part of the natural world 
affects it. Thus, naturalism implies that there 
are no supernatural entities—including God.

Paul Draper

Get Famous (Sort of)

You too can become published by simply sub-
mitting something to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter:

Have a blog? Let us reprint it. 
Have an opinion? Let us hear it.

Just send your input to editor@mnatheists.org 
and we’ll do the rest.
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Stephanie Zvan 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Michelle Morlan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Heather Hegi 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
Mike Trombley 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Alyssa Ehni 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.428.3424

Directors at Large 
Hertzey Hertz 
dir1@mnatheists.org

August Berkehire  
dir2@mnatheists.org

Ben Blanchard 
dir3@mnatheists.org

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
sec@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
Public Relations Chair 
**Open Position**
pr@mnatheists.org

AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Cable TV Chair 
**Open Position** 
cable@mnatheists.org

Webmaster 
Clint Buhs 
Grant Hermanson 
web@mnatheists.org

Podcasts Chair 
Grant Hermanson 
podcasts@mnatheists.
org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America
Minnesota Atheists
Membership
Regular members: 191 
Life members: 50 
Meetup members: 
3,852
Minnesota Atheists 
Honorary Members
Hector Avalos, PhD 
Dan Barker 
Gerald Erickson, PhD 
Annie Laurie Gaylor 
Dick Hewetson 
Robert M. Price, PhD

The Minnesota Atheist — January 2023
Published by Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112
612.588.7031
info@mnatheists.org
Copyright 2023 by Minnesota Atheists.
All rights reserved.

Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.
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