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Preview of American Atheists National Convention
February Public Meeting 
(March meeting preview on page 2)

By American Atheists national staff members
NOTE: Our speaker(s) will appear live, via Zoom on the library screen or 
you may watch from home.

The American Atheists National Convention is an annual event that 
brings together atheists from across the United States to celebrate secular-
ism and promote the separation of church and state. The 2025 convention 
will be held from April 17–20 at the Minneapolis Marriott City Center. 
American Atheists convention attendees receive a special discounted room 
rate of just $139 (plus taxes and fees) per night! For more information, and 
to sign up for email updates, go to https://convention.atheists.org.

This year’s event promises to be a vibrant gathering with a diverse 
lineup of speakers, including activists, community leaders, politicians, 
academics, and artists. Attendees can look forward to a variety of pre-
sentations, workshops, and networking opportunities designed to foster 
community and inspire action.

One of the highlights of the convention is the array of educational 
presentations and training workshops. These sessions cover a wide range 
of topics, from effective activism strategies to discussions on the latest sci-
entific advancements and their implications for secularism. As in the past, 

Sunday, February 16, 2025
1:00 p.m.: Library and Underground 
Parking open. Zoom starts.
1:15–1:45 p.m.: Business Meeting 
plus annual board elections
1:45–2:00 p.m.: Break/Social Time
2:00–3:30 p.m.: Program
3:30 p.m.: Leave for dinner

Dinner:
Los Ocampo
615 University Avenue West
St. Paul, MN 55103
(kitty-corner from the library)
https://www.losocampo.com

Rondo Community Library
461 Dale St N
St Paul, MN 55104 
(There is free underground parking 
off of University Ave.)

Online: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/82344512218?pwd=VWNDclk2b-
VUxeWJDTnAzU3BhQnNRdz09

Or call in:
+13092053325,,82344512218#,,,,*6
76832#

Continued on page 2
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Cryptogram
By George Francis Kane

I a d  K a x o p i o u l  x d g o m o e l  l e i  e l g c  t u p  u i  q o x p i 

u i i d l z d z  t o i a  f o x u k g d p ,  r n i  d j d l  u i  i a o p  z u c  k u l l e i 

r d  r d g o d j d z  r c  u l c  x d u p e l u r g d  h d x p e l  t o i a e n i  e l d .

Z u j o z  A n f d ,  “ U l  D l b n o x c  Ke l k d x l o l m  A n f u l 

N l z d x p i u l z o l m ”

this year’s convention aims to feature voices that 
offer unique perspectives on critical issues facing 
the atheist community today.

In addition to the formal sessions, the con-
vention also offers numerous social events, 
including comedy and game nights, which pro-
vide a relaxed atmosphere for attendees to con-
nect and build lasting relationships. The event is 
family-friendly, with programs like Camp Quest 
available for children aged 5–15, ensuring that 
everyone can enjoy the experience. With its 
combination of educational content, social ac-
tivities, and opportunities for personal growth, 
the American Atheists National Convention is a 
must-attend event for anyone interested in ad-
vancing secular values and building a supportive 
community.

Atheist Alliance International
March Public Meeting 
March 16, 2025

By Tonoy Emroz Alam
Tonoy Emroz Alam, president of Atheist 

Alliance international (AAI) (and possibly oth-
er speakers from AAI) will join us via Zoom to 
discuss the organization and specifically their 
atheist refugee program, where they help resettle 
atheists whose lives are in danger, usually due 
to blasphemy laws in Muslim countries. He is an 
ex-Muslim atheist blogger from Bangladesh who 
had to flee persecution in that country. He cur-
rently lives in Germany.

After many years of having let our member-
ship lapse, Minnesota Atheists recently rejoined 
AAI as a member society. We had started discus-
sions with AAI about sponsoring an atheist refu-
gee in Minnesota, but President Trump’s recent 
suspension of the U.S. Refugee Admissions Pro-
gram (USRAP) has put that possibility in doubt.

February continued from page 1
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News and Notes
Positive Activism

By George Francis Kane
Presidential campaigns are 

usually not very informative con-
cerning the challenges that shape 
the winning candidate’s admin-

istration, but this year feels different. The parties 
have drawn especially clear divisions along culture 
wars issues such as reproductive and GLBTQ+ 
rights. Minnesota Atheists sees the clear imprint of 
religion on these issues. Christian nationalists have 
detailed a plan to impose a biblical conception of 
family on the nation with the political authority 
they have won through the election of their boost-
er, Donald J. Trump. Their plan could transform 
government into the enforcer of religious dogma. 
How can we respond to this portentous project?

As a non-profit organization, Minnesota Athe-
ists is prohibited to endorse or oppose the election 
of candidates for government office, but our right 
to advocate for our secular mission is protected by 
the First Amendment. Local organizations provide 
the opportunity for direct involvement. Minnesota 
Atheists maintains official public policy positions 
on all church/state separation issues. These policy 
positions guide our public education activities and 
our interaction with state and local officials. Some 
members are working to bring issues of separation 
of state and church into public attention by writing 
letters to the editor of the Minnesota Star Tribune 
to present the secularist view of current events. If 
you are interested in joining this project, please 
drop me a note at George.Francis.Kane@gmail.
com.

Our partner in advocating for secular govern-
ment locally, Humanists MN, invites members to 
participate in their Social Action Team. This Team 
sends out email alerts to apprise subscribers of 
legislative hearings on important bills and assists 
members to stay in communication with their leg-
islators. To get involved with their projects, contact 
them at socialaction@humanistsmn.org. Stay in-
formed on their web site at https://humanistsmn.
org/activism/advocacy/ and on their Meetup group.

Local organizations do important grassroots 
work to effect positive changes in the culture, but 
the heavy lifting to influence government action 

is performed by the national organizations, which 
work in litigation, lobbying, research and educa-
tion. The most important organizations that focus 
their political activity on the separation of church 
and state are the Freedom from Religion Founda-
tion (FFRF), Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State (AU), the American Humanist 
Association (AHA) and American Atheists. These 
groups have developed a close working relation-
ship to litigate church/state separation cases and 
to lobby in Congress and the states. An excellent 
podcast series, We Dissent provides deep dives into 
secularist issues by female attorneys with AU, FFRF 
and American Atheists.

The Freedom from Religion Foundation is the 
largest secularist advocacy organization with over 
40,000 members. FFRF has a monthly newslet-
ter, Freethought Today, which members receive by 
email or can access on the ffrf.org web site. I also 
receive several emails from them every day about 
their current activities in secularization. They pro-
vide indispensable information for everyone trying 
to keep their finger on the pulse of aggressions 
against democracy by politicized religion.

Americans United has a great magazine, 
Church & State, which should be read cov-
er-to-cover every month. The January 2025 issue 
has an article by Rob Boston, “The Coming Storm,” 
about the challenges posed by the Trump Admin-
istration in its second term to the separation of 
church and state.

American Atheists was founded by Madalyn 
Murray O’Hair, who brought atheism to national 
attention in the 1960s. The organization is holding 
its 2025 convention in Minneapolis, which will be 
a can’t-miss event. Their website, atheist.org, has 
a wealth of tools for staying politically informed, 
such as their state legislation tracker.

The American Humanist Association has been 
active since 1941 and has 34,000 members. Much 
of its activism is performed by its adjunct organi-
zations, the Humanist Legal Center, AHA Center 
for Education, the Humanist Society and the Hu-
manism for All Project.

These local and national organizations are all 
vital for the struggle before us to defend, salvage 
and restore the separation of church and state. 
Without their work, the struggle will surely be lost 
for generations. If you can help, they are all deserv-
ing of your support.
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Nominee Statements
Board of Directors

Heather Hegi
President
I have been on the board of direc-
tors since 2012, serving as chair 
for many years, but this is the first 
time being nominated for Presi-
dent! I feel the president should, 
with engagement with members, 
help set the course of the orga-
nization. I will try my best to put 
time into the organization and help us build our 
community, educate the public, and promote 
atheist activism! 
While some might think our organization isn’t 
necessary, that atheism is accepted, and more and 
more people consider themselves non-religious; 
religious thinking is still prevalent, revered, and 
present in public policy! We remain important 
for those leaving religious livelihoods, those who 
want an atheist community, and those who want 
to speak up for atheist values! It is important 
to have an organization not afraid to call itself 
atheist, to put a spotlight on atheism and atheist 
values as stated in our public policies. 
I’m looking forward to the American Atheists 
conference being in Minneapolis this year and 
understand the opportunity we have to promote 
our cause. I hope this will kick off a strong year 
for our organization and I’m looking forward to 
leading the organization as President!

Alyssa Ehni
Associate President
I have served on the Minnesota 
Atheists’ board of directors in 
varying capacities for the past
several years. I have enjoyed my 
time on the board of directors; 
shaping the organization and
helping us move towards our 
organizational goals. If elected, I 
intend to revisit our pre-
pandemic goal of increasing membership. Build-
ing our community is important to the
foundation of everything else that we do.

Michelle Morlan
Chair
I am excited to have the oppor-
tunity to continue volunteering 
on the board of Minnesota Athe-
ists for another year. I joined in 
2021 as a director at large and 
spent the last year as associate 
president. I have really enjoyed 
working with the organization 
and have many thoughts for the 
future! I am a STEM professional, and I’m pas-
sionate about how critical science and reason are 
to society at large.

August Berkshire
Associate Chair
The role of the chair is to set 
the agenda for the Minnesota 
Atheists board meetings and 
business meetings and to lead 
(chair) those meetings. The role 
of the associate chair is to fill in 
when the chair is not available. 
For the past two years, as the 
current associate chair, I believe 
I have done a good job and I would be happy to 
continue in this role. As a separate task, I am the 
person who usually arranges for the speakers for 
our monthly public meetings. I look forward to 
helping us prepare for the 2025 American Athe-
ists national convention in Minneapolis.

Chris Matthews
Treasurer
I am a Minnesota native and a 
life member of Minnesota Athe-
ists. I personally value positive 
atheism and the separation of 
state and church. I have served 
on the board as treasurer since 
2011. I am proud to help provide 
the infrastructure for Minnesota 
Atheists to pursue goals that we 
collectively find worthwhile, and I appreciate the 
opportunity to continue in this role.
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Treasury Report
November, 2024

By Chris Matthews 

General/Visibility Fund Donations
	 $400	 Art Kallenbach
	 $200	 Kenneth Holmbeck
	 $50	 Ross Meisner
	 $20	 Ben Zvan
	 $20	 Michelle Tjernagel
	 $15	 Catherine Prody
	 $15	 Joe Carriere
	 $15	 Morgan Christian
	 $10	 Shirley Moll
	 $10	 Steve Petersen
	 $755	 Subtotal

	 $755	 Total Donations

Expenses
	 $655	 Newsletter
	 $75	 Donations
	 $133	 Misc
	 $863	 Total Expenses

Current Building Fund — $159,636

Nancy Hertz
Secretary
I have been a member of the 
Minnesota Atheists for several 
years. I have organized and been 
part of organizing many events 
including the Pad Project, Back-
yard movie night and serving 
meals at the Family Place. I 
would like a chance to be on the 
board to continue promoting 
our values as a group. 

Catherine Prody
Director at Large
I have been a member of Minnesota Atheists (off 
and on as I moved out of state twice for employ-
ment) since 2000. I am an attorney licensed to 
practice in Minnesota. I am essentially retired 
but am able to work on legal issues that may 
arise. (My speciality has been intellectual prop-
erty law.) If elected, I look forward to working on 
the board. 

Steve Petersen
Director at Large
Hi, I am Steve Petersen a found-
ing member of Minnesota Athe-
ists and in the past I have served 
in several positions on the Board 
of Directors. I am running for an 
at-large position this time and 
my interest is twofold:
1.	 In 1996 we started a building 

fund. At that time, those on the board and 
most active members supported the idea to 
purchase a building and establish Minnesota 
Atheists as part of the fabric of our commu-
nity. We came close to the goal a few times 
but we did not make a purchase. After several 
years, members left and new members came 
on and the board changed. An interest in a 
radio program replaced the goal of a building. 
Today we have altogether different interests. 
My main reason to run for the board is to 
change the Building Fund into a usable fund 
that serves the interest of today’s and tomor-
row’s members.

2.	 I want to develop a constructive system for 
board members and dues-paying members to 
communicate with people interested in join-
ing. If we communicate better, we will grow 
and become a more productive organization.

Mathew Hertz
Director at Large
A lifetime member since 2013, 
I am an active organizer (bowl-
ing for deities) and want to step 
up and get involved at a deeper 
level.
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Upcoming Special Events
In Person American Atheists’ 2025 National Convention April 17–20, Minneapolis Marriott City 
Center, 30 South 7th Street, Minneapolis.
With educational presentations, social events, comedy and game nights, training workshops, exhib-
its, and opportunities for networking, National Conventions are the highlight of the year for hun-
dreds of American atheists. https://convention.atheists.org/

Upcoming Monthly Events
In Person Bowling for Deities First Sunday of every month at 11:30 a.m., 
(usually) at Flaherty’s Arden Bowl, 1273 West County Road E, Arden Hills

Hybrid Freethought Toastmasters Meeting 1st and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30–8 p.m. 
Larpenteur Estates Party Room, 1280 Larpenteur Ave W, St Paul. 
freethought.toastmastersclubs.org.

Online Minnesota Atheists Board Meeting 1st Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. Email 
chair@mnatheists.org for the meeting link.

Freethinking Females 
Online 2nd Monday of every month at 7 p.m. 
In Person Last Monday of every month at 5:30 p.m., Sweeney’s Saloon, 96 North Dale Street, St. 
Paul. 
Shattering the myth that atheist groups are male dominated with a females-only event.

In Person Blasphemer’s Brunch 2nd Saturday of every month at 10:30 a.m., Pizza Lucé, 800 W 66th 
St, Richfield

In Person Trivia Night Every Sunday from 5:30–8 p.m. 
Venn Brewing, 3550 E 46th St 
Suite 140, Minneapolis

 
For more events and instructions for connecting to online 
events, visit:

www.meetup.com/MinnesotaAtheists 
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Minnesota Atheists Membership and Donations
Membership Levels

	F Student membership Free
	F One-year individual membership $35
	F Three-year individual membership $90
	F One-year household membership $45
	F Three-year household membership $115
	F One-year sustaining membership $75
	F Three-year sustaining membership $200
	F Life membership $600

Donation Funds

General Fund	 $___________

Building Fund	 $___________

Atheists Talk Fund	$___________

I would like my donation(s) to be
	F private
	F public
	F attributed by my name only

for reporting in the Minnesota Atheists newslet-
ter and on the website. (By default, each dona-
tion will be considered private.)

Donations are tax deductible. Membership fees 
are deductible for the amount beyond their fair 
market value.

Student memberships include a subscription 
to the PDF version of The Minnesota Atheist 
delivered by email. Student memberships do not 
have voting rights and are not able to run for the 
board.

All paid memberships include a subscription to 
the printed version delivered by postal mail. If 
you would prefer the PDF version delivered by 
email, please check the box and provide your 
email address.

Please make checks payable to: 
Minnesota Atheists.
Students, please enclose a copy of your fee 
statement or school identification.

Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112

Name_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Street Address______________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State ZIP______________________________________________________________________________________________

	F Just email newsletter	 Email address_________________________________________________________________
	 (Required for student memberships and email subscriptions)

The “Nones” That You Know
Jim Jefferies

By Milo Grika
Geoff James Nugent (February 14,1977), is an 

Australian-American comedian, actor, and writ-
er known for his sharp, provocative humor. He 
gained international fame with his HBO special 
“I Swear to God” in 2009 and further solidified 
his reputation with the FX sitcom “Legit” (2013–
2014) and “The Jim Jefferies Show” on Comedy 
Central (2017–2019).

 God built the world, but he did not know it was 
round.
—Jim Jefferies

Cryptogram Answer
The Christian religion not only was at first 
attended with miracles, but even at this day 
cannot be believed by any reasonable person 
without one.

David Hume, “An Enquiry Concerning Human 
Understanding”

Get Famous (Sort of)

Send submissions to The Minnesota Atheist 
newsletter. Just email your input to: editor@
mnatheists.org and we’ll do the rest.
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Minnesota Atheists
Positive Atheism in action since 1991 
Minnesota Atheists is dedicated to building a positive atheist community that actively promotes 
secular values through educational programs, social activities, and participation in public affairs.

Minnesota Atheist
Board of Directors
Board Email 
board@mnatheists.org

President 
Ben Blanchard 
pres@mnatheists.org

Associate President 
Stephanie Zvan 
apres@mnatheists.org

Chair 
Michelle Morlan 
chair@mnatheists.org

Associate Chair 
August Berkshire 
achair@mnatheists.org

Secretary 
Hertzey Hertz 
sec@mnatheists.org

Treasurer 
Chris Matthews 
treas@mnatheists.org 
763.452.0337

Directors at Large 
Heather Hegi 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Mike Trombley  
dir2@mnatheists.org

Alyssa Ehni 
dir3@mnatheists.org 

The Minnesota 
Atheist Newsletter
Editorial Board
editor@mnatheists.org

Editorial Board 
George Kane 
George.Francis.Kane@
gmail.com 
651.488.8225

Heather Hegi 
dir1@mnatheists.org

Shirley Moll 
srmoll@comcast.net

James Zimmerman 
zgoatee@gmail.com

Editor 
Milo Grika 
editor@mnatheists.org

Chief Photographer 
Richard Trombley

Membership and 
Change of Address 
Steve Petersen 
address@mnatheists.
org 
651.484.9277

Minnesota Atheists 
Media
AtheistsWeekly Email 
(AWE) 
Chris Matthews 
awe@mnatheists.org

Minnesota Atheists
Affiliations
Atheist Alliance 
of America
Atheist Alliance 
International
American Atheists
The American 
Humanist Association
Council for Secular 
Humanism
The International 
Humanist and 
Ethical Union
Secular Coalition 
for America

Minnesota Atheists
Membership
(as of Dec. 31, 2023)
Regular memberships: 
67 
Life members: 
53 
Meetup subscribers: 
4,089

The Minnesota Atheist — February/March 2025
Published by Minnesota Atheists
PO Box 120304
New Brighton, MN 55112
612.588.7031
info@mnatheists.org
Copyright 2025 by Minnesota Atheists.
All rights reserved.

Minnesota Atheists Goals
Minnesota Atheists practices positive, inclusive, active, friendly, 
neighborhood atheism in order to provide a community for atheists, 
educate the public about atheism, and promote separation of state and 
church.

NOTE: The numbers for 
“Regular memberships” 

and “Life members” 
are based on financial 

data. These membership 
numbers undercount ac-
tual members, since one 

household or sustain-
ing membership could 

represent more than one 
person.
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